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Labour: Standing up for Sheffield 

 

In 2011 Labour was elected to take control of Sheffield City Council. Over the past five years we 

have delivered on the pledges we made to you, including creating more apprenticeships, 

supporting job creation and securing investment in the city to transform our roads.  

Achieving these things for Sheffield hasn’t been easy. Over the last few years we have faced 

some of the greatest challenges the council has seen. Since the Tory/Lib Dem coalition came 

to power in 2010, the Government has taken away over half of its funding to the council and 

we have had to make savings of over £300 million.  

Despite these challenges, we have balanced the books. This has involved doing things that we 

do not want to do. The Government’s cuts have made it impossible for us to continue to provide 

the same level of services. So we have had to take tough decisions, about which services to 

protect and which ones have had to be cut.  

We have also retained our ambition for the city and worked towards priorities that reflect the 

values of Sheffield people. Even in these difficult times we’ve got significant achievements. Here 

are five which we are particularly proud of:  

 Protected child safeguarding from budget cuts  

 The best record for apprenticeships among England’s largest cities 

 Helped to deliver Europe's first Advanced Manufacturing Innovation District 

 Established Sheffield Money as an alternative to exploitative payday lenders 

 Delivered the biggest road improvement scheme in the country, which has so far 

resurfaced 350 miles of road and 600 miles of pavement 

Like all Sheffielders, we continue to aspire for better and we have positive plans to create a city 

in which progress can happen. We have ambitious plans to grow our economy, and we‘ll 

continue to work to create chances for Sheffielders and support those who need extra help to 

play a full part in the life of our city. 

Sheffield is a great city to live and work. Together we can make it even better.  

We hope that you’ll join us in making these plans a reality by voting Labour in May 2016.  

 

 

 



Labour will continue to create chances for everyone  

  

 Labour will create more quality apprenticeships – building on our strong record of 

achievement  

 

We understand the importance of providing opportunities for all young people, including 

those who choose not to go to university. We have worked hard to achieve the best 

record for apprenticeships among all major cities in England. Working with local 

businesses, we created the Sheffield 100 Programme, which has placed over 400 young 

people who have had limited chances into apprenticeships. This has helped us to reduce 

the number of school leavers not in education, employment or training. In total, since 

2011 we have created almost 4,000 apprenticeships. And we will create another 4,000 

over the next four years.  

 

 Labour will work to cement Sheffield’s role as a world leader in manufacturing and 

engineering to create more skilled, quality job opportunities 

 

Our city has a proud tradition for manufacturing and engineering. ‘Made in Sheffield’ is 

one of the most recognisable brands in the industrial world. And we are working hard to 

ensure Sheffield remains a world-class location for advanced manufacturing. We have 

helped to deliver Europe's first Advanced Manufacturing Innovation District, one of the 

world's largest, most advanced centres for high tech manufacturing. We will attract more 

global companies to the area, which will create more skilled, well-paid jobs. With Labour, 

Sheffield is open for business.  

 

 Labour will work with partners to ensure that all children, young people and families can 

fulfil their potential  

 

Over the last five years we have focussed on investing in early intervention and support 

for children, young people and families, and child safeguarding will remain a top priority. 

And with Labour, school improvement has risen consistently in all Key Stages across the 

city. But we are not complacent and know there is still a lot more to be done - we remain 

ambitious for every child and young person. We will continue to work with partners and 

our family of schools to continue this improvement across our city. We will invest in 

school places to ensure that every child can attend a local school. And we will continue 

to work with businesses to develop a curriculum that better prepares young people for 

life and the world of work and ensures that young people acquire the skills that they 

need. We will also continue to offer help and support to those young people further 

away from the jobs market. 

  

 



 

Labour will continue to provide a helping hand in times of need  

 

 Labour will continue to seek to protect those in need through adult social care and child 

safeguarding services that provide what is wanted when it is needed 

 

Deep cuts to our budget by the Government have forced us into making some very 

difficult decisions about how we go about making savings. During this process we have 

been guided by our values and what the people of Sheffield have told us about what 

they think our priorities should be. This is why we have shielded child safeguarding 

services from any cuts, and why adult social care has been one of the areas to which we 

have given the greatest protection. We will continue to keep children and young people 

as safe as possible. And we will carry on investing in child and adolescent mental health 

services. The growing adult social care crisis is one of the biggest challenges we face as 

a society. Despite Government cuts, we are doing all we can to ensure Sheffielders get 

the care they need. Over the next four years we will develop the process we have started 

of tailoring adult social care to individuals needs by integrating the Council’s social care 

services with those delivered by NHS. We will also work with the health service and the 

voluntary sector to support people in our communities whose health is at risk to improve 

their health and wellbeing. And we will develop a home care service which puts the 

customer at the centre and which moves away from 15 minute calls.  

 

 Labour will continue to help Sheffielders make ends meet  

 

Sheffield has been hit disproportionately hard by austerity over the last five years, 

leaving many people in our city worse off than they were before the Tories came to 

power. We have worked hard to act as a shield for the city and have launched practical 

schemes to help reduce people’s living costs, schemes such as Sheffield Money – a not-

for-profit alternative to exploitative payday lenders. Sheffield Money is helping people 

access lower cost loans and providing money and debt advice. It is also helping people 

to save and signposting customers in financial difficulty to advice and further support. 

We also want to support people across the city with high energy costs and are in the 

process of creating an energy services company that generates and distributes energy 

locally. By bringing down energy bills, Sheffield Energy will help to tackle fuel poverty. 

And we are working to make Sheffield the UK’s first living wage city so that more 

Sheffielders get a fair day’s pay for a fair day's work.  

 

 Labour will continue to tackle the health inequalities that exist in the city  

 



One of the most shocking statistics about Sheffield is that life expectancy is ten years 

lower for men and seven years lower for women in the most deprived areas of Sheffield 

than in the least deprived areas. This is simply unacceptable and, despite Tory cuts, we 

will help to address this by investing in public health interventions in those parts of the 

city that will benefit most. We know that it is better to prevent health problems from 

occurring in the first place, which is why we will continue to invest in programmes that 

help people to stop smoking and lose weight. Intervening early helps people and saves 

the NHS money over the long term. We will also work with partners to support mental 

health services.  

  



Labour will continue to work for a better Sheffield today 

  

 Labour will continue to deliver its hard-won road improvement scheme 

 

Four years ago we started work on a huge £2 billion city-wide highway improvement 

project to transform Sheffield’s roads from some of the worst in the country to the best 

in the country. This is the biggest road improvement scheme in Britain. So far we have 

resurfaced 350 miles of road and 600 miles of pavement, repaired over 120,000 

potholes, and installed 32,000 new LED street lights. Over the final two years of the 

project we will resurface a further 540 miles of road and 500 miles of pavement, and 

install another 15,000 street lights. This project, promised by a Labour Government and 

delivered by a Labour Council, will give us roads we can be proud of for generations to 

come. 

 

 Labour will work with partners to deliver more affordable housing 

 

Most towns and cities across England face a shortage of affordable housing and sadly 

Sheffield is no exception. The Tories have made a bad situation even worse by slashing 

Government grants that help councils build affordable homes. Despite this, over the 

next four years we will build 1,000 council homes in the city, including specialist 

supported housing accommodation for older residents. We also understand that many 

families want to own their own home, so we will continue to support developers to 

increase the numbers of new homes for sale across Sheffield. And with more people 

now renting in the often insecure private rented sector, we will continue to clamp down 

on rogue landlords. We introduced a landlord licensing scheme in the Page Hall area to 

improve housing standards, and we will extend this to other areas across the city.   

 

 Labour will work to ensure Sheffielders feel safe in their city 

 

The Tory/Lib Dem Coalition cut 20% from police budgets. Despite this, we have 

continued to work effectively with the police to keep Sheffield safe. We have worked with 

Alan Billings, Labour’s Police and Crime Commissioner, to maintain neighbourhood 

policing at a time when the Government has cut the number of Police Community 

Support Officers. We are proud to have achieved a reduction in the number of youth-

related anti-social behaviour incidents reported to the police. We understand how anti-

social behaviour blights communities and seriously impacts on victim’s lives. This is why 

we will work with local communities to bring a range of services together to further 

reduce antisocial behaviour and improve community safety. And we will continue to 

support people to come forward and provide good quality domestic and sexual abuse 

services for those who need them. 

 



Labour will continue to work for a better Sheffield tomorrow 

 

 Labour will implement its Outdoor City Strategy to both benefit residents and attract 

visitors, creating more trade for local businesses 

 

Our outdoor offer sets Sheffield apart from other cities. Thanks to its reputation as a 

climbing hotspot, proximity to the countryside and high number of outdoor businesses, 

Sheffield is already seen as a leader in outdoor recreation. This is something we will build 

on, establishing Sheffield as the UK’s Outdoor City. We have a plan to increase the 

number of tourists visiting the city, support local businesses that drive the outdoor 

economy, and increase participation in physical activities. We want Sheffield to become 

the most active city in the UK by 2020.  

 

 Labour will work to develop a transport network worthy of a first class city  

 

We are committed to developing a quality, fully integrated transport network that is 

accessible and affordable for all Sheffielders. We will develop a metro system that makes 

public transport a viable alternative to the car. We will expand the tram network, which 

has already started with the tram-train system. This is due to open next year, linking 

Sheffield with Rotherham, before new lines to other destinations are developed. We will 

also review the current road system for the city centre to combat congestion. And we 

will do more to promote active forms of transport, such as walking and cycling, including 

developing a new network of cycling routes. 

 

 Labour will continue to work with partners to tackle climate change  

 

From insulating homes to encouraging walking and cycling, we have worked hard to 

reduce carbon emissions in the city. We have also worked with partners to tackle air 

pollution to improve the environment and the health of residents. We will continue this 

vital work because we know that climate change makes natural disasters more likely. We 

haven’t forgotten the floods that devastated Sheffield in 2007, which is why we have 

begun work on a flagship flood defence scheme which will better protect homes and 

businesses if we were to experience flooding in the future. In 2014 we set up the 

Sheffield Green Commission to look at how we can make our city greener. We will work 

hard with partners over the next four years to deliver on the Commission’s 

recommendations and make Sheffield a more sustainable city.  

 

 Labour will bring forward a plan to secure greater local and democratic control of 

public services 

 



Over the last five years we have brought a number of services back under council control, 

including council housing and customer services. Going forward we have set out plans 

to bring more services in house, such as the housing repairs and maintenance service, 

the management of the council’s buildings, as well as the council’s property service. We 

will also establish a small fund to encourage development of co-operatives in the city.  
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