
Louise Peace and Councillor
Judith Hughes – a strong team

Judith said, ‘I was delighted when Louise agreed to be our
candidate in this election. I have known her a while now, and
she has always helped me in the ward; she is hard-working,
passionate and committed. 

The work she has done to raise awareness of the Hands Off
HRI campaign has been incredible, making the merchandise in
her kitchen on Benomley to give the campaign its distinctive
identity, known and recognised locally and throughout the
country, as well as raising much-needed campaign funds. I
know this passion will transfer into her role as your local
representative on Kirklees Council.’

Louise said, ‘I have been working alongside Judith for the
past three years and have thoroughly enjoyed shadowing her
and getting to understand the role of a councillor. I know it is a
tough job and you have to be available 24/7 but, working with
Judith, we could share the workload and fight for services in our
area.’
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Community news for Almondbury ward

Introducing Louise Peace as Labour’s 
Candidate in the Kirklees Local Election

I am a resident here in our ward, and have lived here for the
majority of my life – all but my student days. My background is in
teaching; I taught German and French for ten years in Calderdale
high schools. I loved working with children and pride myself on
strong organisational and time management skills that are critical
in the teaching profession. Since my second child arrived with us I
have stepped away from teaching to focus on family, instead
running a small business from home and teaching sewing classes
to help make ends meet.

Since the announcement of the planned closure of our A&E in
Huddersfield, I have played a very active role in the campaign to
save the hospital. Very early in the campaign I established, and
continue to run, a local group for people in our area. We meet
regularly in Fenay Bridge, and all locals are welcome. From my
kitchen, I have produced the blue Hands off HRI campaign
merchandise - essentially the branding for the campaign - which
has helped us to achieve such a high profile both locally and
nationally. With the support of local campaigners here in the ward,
I have raised over £3000 for the hospital campaign legal fund to
date.

I am lucky to share my life with my supportive husband Ian,
who is Chair of Governors at Lepton C of E School. We have two
lovely girls who we waited a long time for and, as they are now

happily settled into school life, I am looking to take on a new
challenge.

Louise and family with Shadow Education Secretary
of State Angela Rayner MP and Cllr Judith Hughes



Mereside
Lighting
Judith was asked by residents
on Mereside to provide lighting
on the path from Mereside to
Morrisons. They had asked for
the lighting over many years but
the LibDem councillors did
nothing. Judith, who worked with
Kirklees Council and Morrisons
on this issue, said ‘I had several site visits and it was quickly
apparent that it would be difficult to install a light through
Kirklees, so I negotiated with Morrisons to see if they would
install and maintain the light. I was willing to part-fund it
through my District Committee fund but Morrisons, as a
gesture of goodwill, erected the lighting at their own expense. I
would like to say a big thank you to Morrisons for doing this, a
great community spirit.’

Greenhead 
Avenue
Judith has been working with
residents on this road for the
last 3 years, as the road
desperately needs resurfacing.
Judith managed to get it on the
list but we have had to wait until
the developers finished the new
housing before resurfacing work
could start. Hopefully we will see some movement very soon…

Our HRI, our NHS
Louise said, ‘It was a positive meeting with Jeremy at which I
asked that Labour commit to two hospitals for two towns, and
this was strongly supported by Jeremy. Jonathan Ashworth said
the decision on our hospital was being made for financial
reasons and not clinical reasons and Labour would put a stop
to that. Jeremy Corbyn confirmed his support for the campaign,
saying the only other campaigners he met more often than
Hands Off were those from his own constituency. They both
also confirmed that, when in government, they would repeal the
Health and Social Care Act that was brought in under the
Tory/LibDem coalition government.’

Judith said, ‘I am proud of these campaigners; it is a grass
roots campaign involving ordinary people who have never done
anything like this in their lives before. I do believe if this campaign
wasn’t so strong the closure of Huddersfield A&E would have
already taken place. There is only one party that is committed to
stopping this closure and protecting the NHS: Labour. A vote for
any other party would be a vote for the privatisation of the NHS.’

Kirkheaton Parish Church 
Bi-Centenary Memorial for the 
Colne Bridge Fire
Judith helped organise the recent service of commemoration at Kirkheaton
Parish Church. She said, ‘As a girl growing up in Kirkheaton I always knew about
this tragedy where 17 young girls died in a tragic fire at Colne Bridge Mill where
they were working through the night in very poor working conditions. In my role
as the Chair of West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Authority, I was keen that the
fire service take part in this memorial. This was even more poignant this year
after the tragedy in Grenfell. It was an honour that the Shadow Fire Minister
Karen Lee MP attended and brought Jeremy Corbyn’s thoughts on the tragedy.
Karen highlighted the fact that it took 150 years after this disaster for fire
safety to be included in the Factories Act.’

Louise said, ‘The service was very moving and was rather emotional when
the whole congregation applauded the work of the Fire Service and the church
bells tolled for each of the young women. We must remember and learn from
terrible events such as these and make sure it never happens again.’

After the Grenfell catastrophe, we are urging the government to retrofit
sprinklers into high-rise housing; they have not provided any funding to
councils to enable them to fit these life-saving measures. Kirklees are going
to retrofit in the 4 blocks we own, out of the Housing Revenue Account but it
will take some time due to lack of funding.

Kirklees Democracy Commission
Louise has attended several of the Democracy Commission
events and said, ‘These events have been beneficial in
understanding the role of the councillor in the community. Kirklees
has won a national award for this work; Cllr Cathy Scott, chair of
the Democracy Commission in Kirklees, has guided me through
some of the workshops and events, valuable experience for being
an effective councillor.’

Angela Rayner MP, Shadow
Secretary of State for Education,
in Lepton to support our Ward 
Louise and Judith were pleased to welcome Angela Rayner to
our ward and to use the opportunity to discuss education in our
area and the challenges we are facing.

Judith said, ‘Angela met and spoke with the Chair of
Governors from both Lepton C of E and Almondbury Community
School. It was positive that she was interested in what was
going on in our ward and she has agreed to return to visit some
of our schools and talk with the pupils.’

Louise said, ‘As a teacher I know the issues that are
affecting our schools and hope to work with Angela in the
future to put pressure on the government to fairly fund our
schools. Of course, if Labour gets into government we will see
an investment in a cradle to grave free education system.
Angela understands the power of education, that it is a path for
social mobility. She herself took advantage of this when she
was younger and is now a shadow cabinet member in the
Labour Party. She was inspiring and is a positive role model for
our children in this area.’

Angela also took time out to look at the community library at
the Sun in Lepton.

Louise said, ‘Angela was impressed with the library and we
explained that Donna had come up with the idea after the
library in Lepton closed due to cuts imposed by our cash-
starved council. Our Labour councillor, Judith, supported Donna
and Karl with their plans, providing an initial grant through the
District Committee fund to help set it up. It has proved to be a
great success, popular with residents and now self-funding. I
took my children after school and they thought it was great.’

Louise and Judith
recently travelled
down to
Westminster with
the Hands Off
campaign to meet
with Leader of the
Opposition Jeremy
Corbyn MP,
Shadow Secretary
of State for Health
Jonathan
Ashworth MP as
well as the four
Kirklees MPs,
taking the fight to
heart of
Westminster.

Judith and Louise with Shadow
Minister for Fire Karen Lee MP

Louise Peace with Cllrs Judith Hughes and
Cathy Scott at the Democracy Commission

Labour members with Angela
Rayner, Louise and Judith

Louise, Judith
and Angela
with Donna
and Karl at the
Community
Library

FOR THE MANY NOT THE FEW

VOTE FOR PEACE VOTE LABOUR



Defibrillator St John’s Church,
Lepton
Judith has given St John’s a grant of £1500 from her District
Committee fund towards a defibrillator at the church. She is also
organising some
CPR and
defibrillator
training. News of
this will be
announced in
Lepton Life and will
be open to anyone
in the area.

Louise said,
‘This is great news
and the congregation are going to raise the extra through their
annual Lent Appeal.’

Almonbury
Community School
pupils have aslo
been doing a
project on
Defibrillators &
have raised funds
for 2 Defibrillators
one to be installed
at the school & one
at the Pop In on at
Aldonley
Almondbury.

Thorpe Grange Gardens and
Thorpe Lane Almondbury

Judith and Louise have been
working with the residents on
Thorpe Grange Gardens on a
number of issues, one of which
was the footpath from the village
into the estate, which has now
had new tarmac laid and the
railing on the steps extended,
improvements welcomed by
residents. ‘There are still other
issues we are working on,’ said
Judith, ‘but we are moving things
forward and hopefully they will
all be resolved in the near
future.’

Greenside Avenue junction
with Fleminghouse Lane
Wh ilst Judith and Louise were
out on a street surgery, they
heard complaints from
residents about this junction,
cars speeding and going down
the wrong way on the one-way
system. Louise knows this area
really well as she grew up on
Greenside Avenue. After Judith
spoke with Highways, some of
the signs have been replaced,
and the police have been
alerted to the cars going down
the wrong way and the
speeding.

Almondbury School 
Art Project
Judith has financed an exciting art project working with a local
artist, the school and the community. Due to begin shortly, it
will create art work to place on the green fence around the
school. Judith said, ‘We tried to get this project going a
couple of years ago but the school struggled to gain funding,
so I was delighted to be able to fund the project through my
District Committee fund. It will be of benefit to the whole
community and improve the look of the stark fencing.’

Louise said, ‘As a teacher, I understand the importance
of schools
working in
the local
community
and I am
looking
forward to
helping with
this
scheme.”
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Use your vote wisely on May 3rd
Vote for a strong team – Vote for
Peace for the Almondbury Ward

Contact your Labour Team
Louise Peace

07411 708696
@Peace4Almondbury
Louise Peace For
Labour in Almondbury

Cllr Judith Hughes
07813 886754
@judith313
Almondburylabour@
outlook.com


