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Thank you for your response to my letter of 10 September 201,5. However, I am entirely
unsatisfied with your response which I must point out to you remains factually incorrect,

Your statement that "The MP has since provided further information to IPSA, allowing us to
resolve the debt" is disingenuous and unacceptable. lt implies that I supplied you with new
information after you published my name, which enabled you to take me off the list of those
named and shamed, This is not true. You had this information on Z5'h March 20L4. You simply
failed to act on it as your email response of that date undertook to do,

The phrase "resolve the debt" is completely incomprehensible. Do you mean "agree that the
debt should never have been allocated to my account"? lf so, please say so, You have concluded

by saying "it is therefore no longer written off", This actually implies that it is still owed. lf so,

by whom?

You are keen to suggest that the fact that my letters used IPSA's previous address might
account for your failure to act on the information in my letters of Z4th March ?0L4,7th October
?014 and 24th March 2015. This is again false, All of these letters were sent to IPSA using the
dedicated postbox in Portcullis House on the Parliamentary Estate. This box contains a sign

which specifically states that a member of IPSA's own staff collects the post from it at
10:30am each morning. Also, you should be aware that both the March ?OI4 and March 2015
letters were sent by email on the same day and that the 7th October 2015 letter was included
again in the March 2015 email, No misdirection by the Royal Mail was therefore possible. Your

suggestion that it was is once more disingenuous,

Furthermore, with respect to the letter of 7th October 2015, I cannot accept that you have no

record of it as it refers to another matter upon which your team subsequently took the
appropriate action,

Your letter entirely fails to explain why the letters sent and received by you were not properly

responded to at any time, What the public may find most astonishing however is that your

letter totally omits to refer to the most serious matter raised in my letters of 24th March 2015
and l-Oth September 2O1,5; namely that IPSA - the Standards Authority - have actually falsified
the record,

Barry Gardiner MP, House of Commons, London 5W1A 0AA
1: O2O7 2!9 4046 | F: 020 7Zt9 2495 | E: barry.gardiner.mp@parliament.uk I W: banygardiner.com



Office of Barry Gardiner MP
Member of Porlianent for Brent North

Let me be absolutely clear that in the statement received from the Acting Head of Credit
Management on l-7th March 2014, where IPSA recorded that 877.3O was due, you stated under
"Reason repayment is due" the following: "You selected 'not claimed - to repay' when
submitting this item you purchased on the Payment Card, but haven't yet returned the funds
to us," This is a complete lie, My office did not submit this item for payment, lt was IPSA that
generated the claim and my office challenged the invoice the moment we saw the Barclaycard
Statement,

IPSA should now establish precisely which of its staff generated Form Number 343836 and at
what point and by whom it was given the above false explanation,

The fact that IPSA repeatedly failed to properly act upon the information I provided can be

dismissed as incompetent, The fact that IPSA steadfastly refused to enter into a dialogue with
my office about the mistaken allocation of this debt displays, at best, a discourtesy and, at
worst, a bullying arrogance that many MPs feel is characteristic of IPSA's dealings with their
offices, However the fact that IPSA have falsified the record by claiming that I had accepted
these funds were properly for my account is a corruption of all that the lndependent
Parliamentary Standards Authority is supposed to stand for,

You will appreciate that, over the past 24 hours, as a result of your name and shame operation,
I have been disparaged on national television and radio as well as in national and local
newspapers and endured vile abuse on social media and blogsites, I fully accept that MPs must
operate transparently and that the costs of running our office and all other expenses should

be transparent, The quid pro quo for that transparency is accuracy on the part of IPSA. I am
grateful for your acknowledgement that I "have acted in good faith in all of my dealings with
IPSA" and apologising for IPSA's failure to act on the information provided by me on three
separate occasions prior to the naming and shaming operation,

I now require from you a letter
1. apologising that these funds were shown as a debt which I owed;
?. acknowledging that the reason given for the debt was false and fabricated by your staff;

and
3, agreeing to set up an internal investigation to establish who falsified the record by

providing a false explanation for the "Reason repayment is due",

I would again ask that you agree to meet with me on an urgent basis to discuss this matter.

Yours faithfully
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Member of Porlioment for Brent North
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