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Dear David Mowat,
 
I am writing in relation to your statement made on 20 October 2016 regarding the radical
changes to Pharmacy Funding. Your announcement has shocked pharmacists throughout my
constituency and deeply angered local residents.  

From both the time I spend talking to constituents and by the volume of correspondence I
have received on this issue it is clear just how vital pharmacies are to the fabric of our
communities. Yet these cuts come at a time when pharmacies are facing increasing volumes
of prescription and patient demands. Their importance in the community has never been
higher.

We have heard the Secretary of State for Health and successive ministers call for pharmacies
to play a more prominent role at the heart of the NHS, indeed within your
predecessor’s letter to me of the 29 April 2016 he stated that; ‘proposals for community
pharmacy are intended to put pharmacy at the heart of the NHS and provide a better, more
integrated service for patients and the public’. However, implementing these cuts could
potentially be detrimental to the sector. 

I fear that these cuts will result in the closure of pharmacies and lead to job losses in my
constituency. Even the Government’s own (former) minister has stated that up to a quarter
of pharmacies could close as a result of these cuts with smaller, independent pharmacies the
most likely to be affected.

It is appalling that, according to House of Commons Library data, not one of the thirty-six
pharmacies within my constituency, Brent North, will be eligible for the ‘Pharmacy Access
Scheme’. With a population of over 120,000 people, the need for quality pharmacies in
Brent North is pressing to meet increasing health needs. 

T: +44 (0)20 7219 4046 | F: +44 (0)20 7219 2495 | barry.gardiner.mp@parliament.uk | www.barrygardiner.com

mailto:barry.gardiner.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.barrygardiner.com


It seems your plans discriminate against pharmacies located within areas of high population
density. Although the pharmacies within my constituency may be considered to be
geographically close, the number of people they serve is great. I would be grateful if you
could explain whether there was any research conducted into how these cuts will affect
patients in high population density areas and if so what the findings were.

Within Alistair Burt’s letter to me of 29 April 2016, he stated that the government’s aim is ‘to
ensure that those community pharmacies upon which people depend continue to thrive’. 
His words and your actions are highly contradictory, staff redundancies will likely be
necessary due to these cuts, surely there will be an impact on both the services that can be
offered and the quality of service provided by pharmacies. 

I know that the pharmacies in my constituency as well as many others round the country
provide an excellent service for their patients and continue to do so in the face of year on
year reductions in real terms. The cuts show not only a stark lack of appreciation by the
Government for the work that pharmacies deliver nationwide but also a complete lack of
understanding about the vital role pharmacists play on the front line of our NHS.
 
 
 
Yours sincerely,

Barry Gardiner
Member of Parliament for Brent North
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