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Dear Secretary of State

I note your speech to the House of Commons last week where you said government wanted
to ensure that money was directed to where it was most needed, based on the individual
characteristics of schools and pupils and not on accidents of history or geography.

I am writing therefore to ask you to advise how much additional funding has been provided,
on top of the basic per-pupil funding, to reflect the characteristics of my borough of Brent,
with specific reference to deprivation and the predominance of children with English as a
second language? 

Head teachers speak to me about the severe financial constraints that have forced them to
increase class sizes, narrow the curriculum and not replace members of non-teaching staff.
This is incredibly dispiriting when they have all worked so hard in recent years to improve
pupils’ achievements.

I highlighted to your predecessor that the London Borough of Brent is amongst the twenty
most income-deprived local authorities in the country. Rental costs in the borough account
for 75% of average earnings and we have the largest proportion of ethnic minorities in
London, with 71% of the population from an ethnic group other than white British. About
three-fifths of the school population in Brent speak a home language other than English and
there are over 140 different languages recorded in Brent Schools.

In correspondence dated 13 December 2017 the Minister of State for School Standards, your
colleague Nick Gibb MP told me that “overall funding per pupil will now be maintained in
real terms up to 2020 and on average, schools in Brent will attract an increase of 0.7% per
pupil in 2018/2019”. During the Spring Statement, the Chancellor told the House of
Commons that the Government had given a guarantee that every school would receive a
cash-terms increase (13 March 2018) and last week in the House of Commons you said that
no school would lose funding as a result of the national funding formula.
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According to the data provided to me by the National Association of Head Teachers and the
Association of School and College leaders:

Out of 70 schools in the London Borough of Brent, all 70 face cuts:

The total income change 2015/2016 to 2019/2020 is         -£14.9m

Income per pupil change 2015/2016 to 2019/2020             -£372

One secondary school in my constituency faces cuts of £633 per pupil funding; their
income in 2015/2016 was £6030 and their income in 2019/2020 will be £5397.
A primary school, already with larger than average class sizes, will lose £885 per pupil

funding.

I would be grateful therefore if you could supply me with the specific funding allocation (not
illustrative figures) for each of the schools in my Brent North Constituency for the years from
2014/2015 to 2019/2020 and provide details of the protection in place for the sums
allocated to schools to take into account rising pupil numbers?

I would also ask you to confirm if and to what extent your Department’s figures take into
account

1. Inflation,
2. pensions,
3. rising National Insurance Contributions and
4. the apprenticeship levy?

          
In your speech last week you said:

“The formula allocates money to each school, subject to set minimum cash increases, but
there is flexibility for local authorities – which have the most-up-to date information on the
profiles of children in their schools - to reallocate money up to certain limits.”

Local authorities themselves have been facing enormous financial pressures but as relatively
large organisation, they have some flexibility to prioritise areas of spending and protect
individual institutions facing shortfalls.

That is much more difficult for small bodies such as multi-academy trusts. They have no such
latitude and face the risk of spreading financial expertise too thinly. Indeed six out of the top
10 larger Academy Trusts, which operate hundreds of schools across England, have raised
warnings over pressures on pay, staffing levels, building maintenance and mounting deficits.



More than half of the major operators of Academies have sounded the alarm over school
funding and say “there remains significant uncertainty regarding future years’ funding
allocations and the move to the National Funding Formula has created greater uncertainty
and hence risk”.

Finally, if every school is genuinely receiving a cash increase and this is deemed to be
sufficient, can you advise why the Minister for School Standards recently met with head
teachers in the Congleton Constituency to discuss their concerns in respect of the new
funding formula and promptly increased their funding from £4100 per pupil to £4800 per
pupil.

It would appear that on this occasion the Minister listened and acted to ensure that schools
in a Conservative controlled Council with a Conservative MP have extra resources to do their
job. There is a perception of bias here that needs to be clarified.

The creation of Free Schools and the formation of MATs served to top-slice the funding
available to councils like Brent and has often impacted upon the most deprived and
vulnerable members of our communities.

Teachers, parents and children in my constituency feel that they do not have the resources
they need. I await your response setting out clearly why you believe they are wrong.
 
 
Yours sincerely,

Barry Gardiner
Member of Parliament for Brent North
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