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Introduction 
The Annual Labour Party Conference of 2017 is sure to be one that goes down in history. In terms of 

attendees, this years’ conference was the largest yet with a record breaking 12,000+ supporters making 

their way down to Brighton to witness the excitement and democratic change happening in the party over 

a snapshot of a few days. The sheer size of the event along with the atmosphere and engagement of all 

visitors is a further assertion of the inspiring movement that is happening within our Party and a great 

reflection of our mounting membership which now stands at close to 600,000 – making our party the 

largest political party in Europe. Our booming membership and colossal conference stand as an 

unmissable reminder of the undying importance of the parties’ core – the grassroots from which we are 

built upon. 

This years’ conference also boasts an incredible engagement of delegates in our Policy Forum, Party Rules 

and Conference Arrangements that transcends those that preceded. 185 Contemporary Motions were 

submitted, 13 Constitutional Amendments proposed, 9 Composite Motions suggested, 24 Emergency 

Motions applied for, over 10 points of order raised, more than 20 calls for Reference Back and Tuesdays’ 

CAC report was almost declined. There was a visible and remarkable notion of delegates holding the NPF, 

CAC and NEC to account and a remarkable level of scrutiny, still accompanied by comradery and respect.  

The conference presented a fantastic level of debate over a variety of issues, most notably including 

Brexit, and encompassed a wide range of views from both ends of the party. Such debate was again 

conducted with applaudable reverence and it was fascinating to see the array of people that feel 

represented and welcomed by our Party. Through looking at the results of each ballot and vote cast, it 

becomes evident that despite deliberation within the party, a clear conclusion exists, one that uncovers 

the shift of the political centre of gravity to the Left – as heard from Jeremy. The conference revealed that 

it is clearer than ever that  , we stand united behind our Leader and determined to bring the Labour 

Party to victory and generate the success of Socialism in Britain.  

It was a pleasure to attend this conference on behalf of the Aylesbury Labour Party and an honour to be 

your Constituency Delegate. There couldn’t have been a better conference to attend as a first timer and I 

am incredibly grateful to have had the experience. I have come away filled with even more hope, love, 

admiration, motivation, respect and engagement with the Party than ever before and hope that this 

momentum will continue within and reverberate out to those whose votes we so desperately need. 

 

I hope that this report will summarise my experience and explain what I have learned, allowing you to understand the 

value of conference and hopefully assuring you that I served Aylesbury well as your delegate. Should you have any 

questions, please contact me at Emilyedenlouise1@gmail.com  
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Women’s Conference 

My debut to Conference was initiated by eagerly strolling down to the early Young Women’s Meet Up. It 

was here that I glimpsed the unity and love that the Women’s Conference would exude and I felt a clear 

sense of belonging for the first time. Tracy Brabin, MP for Batley and Spen since being elected following 

the murder of Jo Cox, greeted myself and a group of other young women. She delivered an inspiring 

speech, reminding each of us to stand up and be heard and leave the notion of quiet, polite young lady 

behind. Tracy instigated setting up a network of attendees and subsequently I made my first connections 

of Conference who I hope to stay in touch with and continue to learn from. 

 

The main body of Women’s Conference saw phenomenal speeches from Dawn Butler, Emily Thornberry, 

Saima Ashraf, Rosie Duffield and many inspirational delegates alongside. It was also the largest ever 

Women’s Conference, with over 1,500 attendees. 

Dawn Butler, MP for Brent Central and Shadow Minister for Women and Equalities delivered a remarkable 

speech that uncovered a significant launch – the commitment of the Labour Party in power to end period 

poverty through providing sanitary products in schools, foodbanks and homeless shelters. This assurance 

sparked celebration in the hall – reminding attendees that it is the Labour Party that stands up to protect 

working class women. This is a truly outstanding pledge by our Party and will stop young women missing 

school because of their period and provide those struggling with the basic dignity and hygiene that we all 

deserve.  

Dawn set the tone for a supportive network of women, reciting “I can never be what I ought to be until 

you are what you ought to be,” reminding us all that the struggle for equality is one in which we must help 

the women around us in mutual progress without competition.  

Saima Ashraf, deputy leader of Barking & Dagenham Council presented a moving speech about her 

personal refugee struggle in which she moved herself and her three young daughters from France unable 

to speak English. Saima recalled her desperate situation and the help that she received from Margaret 

Hodge who inspired her to join the party – again reasserting the importance of mutual support within 

women. She proved to the hall that no matter our background, women can and will be the leaders of 

tomorrow.  



Emily Thornberry incited laughter and love throughout the room and filled us with the courage and hope 

that is needed to fight back against the Tories and their callous cuts that are shown to disproportionately 

affect women.  

 

Rosie Duffield, MP for Canterbury, presented the Jo Cox Women in Leadership programme to Women’s 

Conference and talked of Jo’s lasting legacy. This was a particularly interesting moment for me, as never 

before had I considered the possibility of embarking on training to be a female leader in politics – however 

my mind now stands changed. Rosie made note of women experiencing ‘imposter syndrome,’ something 

which I often face but was urged alongside everyone else in the room to overcome. This is a key realisation 

that I take away from Conference as I am seeing now more than ever that politics is no longer a man’s 

game and the way for women is being paved. My previous fear has been transformed to excitement and 

the necessity of working class women in politics is unfettered.  

Jeremy Corbyn confirmed the commitment to the End Period Poverty Campaign and noted that 45% of 

the Parliamentary Labour Party is female with a record breaking number of women in the shadow 

cabinet. Whilst this is the highest yet, Jeremy committed to making sure the PLP is 50% female. It was also 

noted that 61% of marginal constituencies have women candidates, which is far more than any other 

party – further asserting that the Labour Party is the party for women.  

  



The day continued with interesting policy debate, surrounding the NHS and Social Care, Housing, 

Economic and Business Policy, Foreign Policy and Brexit and much more. 

In talks of the NHS it was reaffirmed that women have borne the brunt of Tory austerity, with many of 

those supporting the beaten servic being female. Calls for additional public NHS funding; an end to NHS 

cuts and closures; for NHS asset sales to be re-invested; an end to privatisation and calls for a properly 

integrated universally available service where given on basis that not only are such policies vital to the 

health and wealth of society, but also to the survival of many women who provide such services. With 

many nurses being forced to use foodbanks, it is stark that the cuts the Tories have imposed are putting 

many of our NHS and Social Care staff into working poverty.  It was also noted by Mid Sussex CLP that 

many of those caring for their children, partners or elderly relatives are women and are being forced to 

give up work and are left largely unsupported. It stands as a key reminder that capitalism, especially under 

the Tories, benefits unduly from the free labour of women and exploits our hard work.  

 

In terms of Mental Health, Charnwood CLP presented a statement that revealed mental health problems 

to be the biggest single preventable killer of women between 6 weeks and a year of giving birth – 

accounting for almost a quarter of maternal deaths in this period – 1 in 7 being by suicide. Such warning 

exposes how vital and urgent it is that our Party reinvests in Mental Health services and how desperate 

many women are for our governing.   

Islington North CLP delivered a warning of how the Tories’ housing crisis also has particularly serious 

effects for women. They detailed how women suffer most as result of their domestic / caring 

responsibilities and their vulnerability to escalating housing costs due to their poverty and low pay.  An 

important addition is that housing is even more of an issue for women when it comes to escaping 

domestic violence. The closure of many Women’s refuge centres means that many are put at risk and 

unable to escape for fear of homelessness.  

In discussion about transport, Brighton Pavilion CLP raised concern about the safety of women on driver-

only operated trains. The conference was in broad agreement that the Govia Thameslink Rail should be 

stripped of the Southern Rail Franchise and reaffirmed support for Labour’s commitment to nationalising 

the railway.  ASLEF made an important point about the disappointing truth that some industries are 

dominated by one gender – particularly the rail service with less than 6% of train drivers being female. 

Women’s Conference called for Labour to commit to robust diversity in all sectors – including the rail.  

UNISON stood up for WASPI women and Debbie Abrahams called on the Government to lower the 

retirement age for women born in the 1950s from 66 to 64. USDAW demanded the Labour Party legislates 

against exploitative employment practices, stating that too many women in work are in poverty – with 

more than a million women now employed in insecure, casual and exploitative work. 

In relation to Foreign Policy, Brighton Pavilion CLP invited Women’s Conference to condemn the Turkish 

Government’s suppression of democratic opposition and called for the Labour Party to support any 

appropriate movement against the crackdown in Turkey.  

Preseli Pembrokeshire CLP highlighted how the insecurity of Brexit is especially threatening to women as 

our protected equality rights are now uncertain and Women’s Conference agreed that the government 

must legislate to strictly ensure the equality of women.  

The policy debate that unfolded covered an array of topics and policies. The issues raised made it 

unquestionable that Women in the Labour Party demand social progress for all and wholeheartedly back 

the progressive policies of the Labour Party Manifesto – however, Women’s Conference unanimously 

insisted that this goes further to ensure substantive equality of outcome and opportunity rather than 

formal equality of procedure. The Women’s Conference tone set that The Labour Party are the only party 

committed to addressing the disadvantage women face.  



Following policy debate, we were invited to attend further discussion in breakout sessions. Sessions 

covered ‘Race, Faith and Women,’ ‘LGBT Awareness Training,’ ‘Ending Violence Against Women,’ and 

‘What is the future for Working Women?’.  

I attended the ‘Ending Violence Against Women’ which featured heartfelt and impassioned speeches 

from women personally affected by extreme domestic violence. The discussion was incredibly moving 

and acted as a stark reminder that many women around us are facing severe abuse that often goes 

unnoticed. It highlighted how much more needs to be done and how society has a duty to seek and help 

victims. One noticeable point made was that there are calls for Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 

to be employed in each and every A&E department to ensure that vulnerable victims can be noticed and 

treated with the urgency and protection that is required – as it is an unfortunate truth that many attend 

hospital and go unnoticed. I have since tried to research into whether Stoke Mandeville has such 

provisions but have not come across anything to confirm this. I therefore suggest that this is something 

Aylesbury Labour Party campaigns for.  

 

After such an incredible and awe inspiring first day at Women’s’ Conference, I headed to our South-East 

Regional Reception where speakers included John McDonnell, Angela Rayner, Emily Thornberry, Tom 

Watson, Annalise Dodds, Stephen Morgan, Rosie Duffield, and Lloyd Russell-Moyle. It was a great chance 

to talk to other Labour Women in the region and I joined forums that I hope to engage in as conference 

ends. Rosie Duffield delivered another exceptional speech and reminded us that no constituency is 

unattainable! If Canterbury can do it – So can Aylesbury!  

 

 

In summary, Women’s Conference was an inspirational, motivational, stimulating and enthusing day that 

instilled in me an even stronger sense of pride for being a Young Working-Class Woman in the Labour 

Party. The day provided such strength in community and I hope that our CLP will commit to equal 

representation on the Executive Committee and continue to encourage female members to stand for 

positions and for council. I believe it would be very beneficial to send a Women’s Delegate to conference 

next year.   



Ballots that took place at Women’s Conference are as follows: 

Women’s CAC – CLP Selection 

  I voted: JEAN CROCKER and TERESA CLARK 

    Conference Elected: JEAN CROCKER and TERESA CLARK 

(both by over 80,000 votes) 

 

Women’s CAC – Affiliate Selection  

 Unable to vote as not affiliate 

Conference Elected: ANNE DEAN and LINDA HOBSON  

 

 

Policy Debates: 

Following a rule change at Annual Conference 2016, this year for the first time Women's Conference has a 

formal voice in Labour's policy making process. The top two topics as chosen by CLPs and the top two 

topics as chosen by Affiliates in the ballot held prior to Women’s Conference went forward for debate. 

 These were: 

CLPs:  

NHS and Social Care Housing  

Affiliates: 

Economic and business policy Foreign policy and Brexit 

 

 

CAC Report from Women’s Conference Arrangement Committee: 

A full report from Women’s Conference will be tabled at the next meeting of the Joint Policy Committee 

(JPC). All supporting statements received will be referred to the National Policy Forum policy commissions 

and considered as part of their work on future policy documents. A written report outlining the debates 

held at Women’s Conference will also be circulated. Given that this is the first Women’s Conference under 

the new rules, the WCAC will review these processes as they continue to develop the policy making role of 

Women’s Conference. 

   



Sunday 24th 

Sunday commenced with a briefing for South East delegates held by the regional party. This mainly 

included formalities and instructions on how to be a CLP delegate and how to conduct our votes. As a first-

time delegate and a little unaware of what was to follow, this was particularly useful and put me at ease.
 

Following the briefing, the Main Conference began. Lloyd Russell-Moyle, newly elected MP for Brighton 

Kemptown welcomed us to the city. 

 

Glenis Willmot, leader of the EPLP and chair of the conference began with thanks and memoirs. She 

congratulated the size and success of Women’s Conference and welcomed us to the main event. Her 

report included details of the number of visitors and amount of motions submitted.  

The CAC report was presented by Harry Donaldson and discussion followed. 

One of the points raised was over confusion in the CAC report detailing that only the Chair can call a card 

vote. Harry Donaldson confirmed that delegates also have this power too. 

 Another delegate raised the issue of Sadiq Khan being the only mayor invited to speak to the floor, with 

many requests that other Metro Mayors such as Andy Burnham and Steve Rotherham are provided with 

the same platform. It was agreed that this will happen in the future. 

Many delegates raised issue of the disabled access to the venue, as the amount of people attending made 

it very difficult for wheelchair and mobility scooter users to navigate the centre. The CAC made assurances 

that this would be considered – however it remained an issue for the duration of the conference.  

A final delegate raised a request for a reconsideration of the declined emergency motion on North Korea 

and stated how much of an emergency this is. Despite widespread support from other delegates, it was 

reconfirmed that the motion did not meet the specified criteria and would not be discussed.  

The CAC report was accepted by a hand vote from delegates and affiliates – I voted to accept the report.  

In keeping with the days tone ‘Protecting Our Communities,’ a minute’s silence for the victims of 

terrorism and disaster across the world was held, and tribute paid to our emergency services that 

responded to terror attacks across London and in Manchester and to the Grenfell disaster.  



Below is a detailed timetable of the proceedings of Sunday: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The morning continued with Diane Abbot delivering an inspirational speech on domestic policy, delivered 

with real strength and humanity. The floor was disappointed to hear that Dianne receive half of all abusive 

tweets aimed at MPs during the general election campaign – but was astounded by her resilience and 

passion.  

Dianne detailed the Labour Party’s policy on public sector pay, police and fire fighter numbers and a 

resistance to service cuts. Most notably, Dianne repeated Labour’s commitment to ending the public 

sector pay cap and delivered astounding promises that the party would launch a full enquiring into 

Orgreave and end the indefinite detention of immigrants and never use them as a scapegoat.  

Speakers from the floor along with local government speakers delivered many a personal account of how 

public service cuts have severely threatened our communities and the dire need for Labour’s commitment 

to anti-austerity was made crystal clear.  

 

 

  



Votes on the community reports were taken by a show of hands and all reports were accepted. Although I 

voted for the acceptance of both the Justice and Home Affairs Report and the Housing, Transport and Local 

Government Report, I did vote against accepting the Environment, Energy and Culture Report as I was 

concerned about the lack of information surrounding anti-fracking policy.  

The results of the Priorities Ballot were also delivered, revealing which topics delegates from affiliates and 

CLPs deemed to be of most importance and worthy of debate later in the conference. 

I voted for the NHS, Social Care, Housing and Brexit.  

  

Affiliate delegates voted for: Growth and Investment  

     Public Sector Pay 

     Workers’ Rights  

     Grenfell Tower 

CLP delegates voted for: the NHS 

                                             Social Care 

                                             Housing 

                                             Rail 

Details of the division of the vote below: 

  

      

   



After conference adjourned, I first attended a welcome drinks reception that all attendees were invited 

too. This event was particularly busy and so I swiftly moved onto the Young Labour gathering.  Here, 

Jonathan Ashworth MP for Leicester South welcomed us, followed by Grace Chatto of Clean Bandit, and 

finally Jeremy Corbyn. 

Each speaker acknowledged the strength and importance of the Young Labour Movement and Jeremy 

paid particular thanks to us for being so vital in the General Election. The crowd was so enthused and the 

engagement of young people in the Labour Party was blinding.  

Here I spoke with many other Youth Officers and exchanged contact details in order to keep in touch and 

share future ideas. I also bumped into the Vice Chair of the Labour Society at my university King’s College 

and spoke about future events planned at KCL.  

Most importantly, the atmosphere built between a collection of young people bound by hope for a better 

future was captivating. There was a real zeal and desire for young people to talk about politics, and no 

longer can we say that the youth are apathetic. This highlights how it is so vital that young people continue 

to become increasingly engaged in party politics and I hope that Aylesbury CLP will prioritise youth 

engagement ahead of the next election.  

 

 

 



Monday 25th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday commenced with the CAC report being accepted and followed by a Morning Plenary Session on 

Brexit and International Relations. There were many concerns, most notably by the media, that the 

conference had ducked the issue of Brexit, however Monday morning saw plentiful debate surrounding 

the area.   

A delegate moved a reference back on the Brexit section of the National Policy Forum document and a 

lively debate ensued. Impassioned calls for us to retain our single market membership and others 

responded with warning of the danger of ignoring the democratic wish of the referendum.   

One delegate in particular seemed to captivate the debate well stating “we’re walking a tightrope on 

Brexit, but we must do what is best for Britain – for jobs, for prosperity, and to keep Britain going!” 

This point was echoed by another rousing speech by Emily Thornberry in which she outlined the three 

priorities of the party towards Brexit – jobs, jobs and jobs. 

Both Emily and Kier Starmer pledged in their speeches to put Labour values at the heart of British foreign 

policy and announced a new policy for licensing arms sales abroad. 

 

 

  



 

Discussion surrounding the Economy followed on from Internationalism debate. Three composite motions 

where bought to the floor, the first delivered by Unite the Union and seconded by the CWU. Central to this 

composite motion were calls for infrastructure investment, re-nationalising the railway and Royal Mail, 

ensuring secure work, and the motion was summarised by “a Labour government is needed to replace Tory 

austerity policies to deliver an economy that works ‘for the many, not just the few.”  

The second motion, moved by Unison and seconded by Bolsover surrounded public sector pay and called 

for meaningful pay negotiation across the public sector with pay rises fully funded by the government to 

return to at least pre-Tory austerity levels of pay across ALL public services in order to reverse the impact 

of the pay cap.  

The third motion followed a similar tone, moved by Community and seconded by Glasgow Provan. This 

composite motion extended from that of the 2nd, detailing that disabled people are suffering a pay gap of 

13.6%. The motion called for support of disabled people into work and for the public sector pay rise to be 

inclusive of those working in supported workplaces.  

I felt each of the speeches delivered by movers and seconders to be incredibly convincing and had no 

difficulty pledging my support to them.  

Len McClusky and Dennis Skinner delivered speeches surrounding the debate, with Dennis calling for the 

end of the public sector pay cap too. Len announced that he had “never looked forward to a Labour 

government like I am looking forward to this one,” a feeling that was desperately echoed by the hall.  

I voted to support all 3 contemporary motions and all were passed by the conference floor. 

 

John McDonnell, Shadow Chancellor, followed with a speech that included pledges to end PFI contracts, 

build a cross rail for the north, electrify the South West railway line, address the gender pay gap and 

deliver a cap on credit card interest payments.  

John made an interesting point that it has always been the role of the Labour governments to lead our 

country into each new area. The current new area we face is the ‘Fourth Industrial Revolution’. He 

committed to ensuring that workers were not left behind – but rather advanced in preparation for the 

change to employment and production.  

 

 



 

 

After conference reconvened, a session of Jobs, Living Standards and Equality ensued.  

Composite 4 on Workers’ Rights, moved by USDAW and seconded by GMB called for an improvement to 

enforcement of the National Minimum Wage, support for workers’ struggle for rights to a safe, secure, 

intimidation-free workplace environment, policies that ensure a £10ph living wage and the scrapping of 

zero-hours contracts, a limit to the use of agency workers, an introduction of a statutory right to 

contracts that reflect the hours a person normally works, a support of trade unions taking action against 

insecure work, to repeal the TU act and anti-union laws introduced in the 1980s and 90s, toe introduce a 

strong legal charter of workers’ rights to unionise, win recognition and collective bargaining and to use 

devolution and local government to demonstrate commitment to improving job security. 

I supported this contemporary motion, as did the majority of the floor, and it was subsequently passed. 

Debbie Abrahams, Shadow Secretary of state for Work and Pensions delivered the Work, Pensions and 

Equality section from the NPF report which was for the most part accepted. One delegate however, made 

calls for reference back on page 75 – as this section made no mention on reversing cuts to social security.  

I supported this remit, as did the majority of conference and it was subsequently carried. I hope that the 

Policy Forum will now adequately explore the issue and report back.  

The afternoon session also included a speech from London Mayor Sadiq Khan, referencing the hurt that 

London has experienced over the past 12 months and Alex Rowley, Leader of the Scottish Labour Party 

delivered the Scottish Report.  

 

After conference adjourned, Phil, Mark and I attended the ‘Stand up For Labour’ comedy night and laughs 

were shared.  

  



Tuesday 26th 

  



As you can see, Tuesday was a day packed full of democracy, debate and deliberation. The most important 

note of the day was the embracement of members to the democratic procedures of annual conference. 

So many attendees were keen to speak from the rostrum, to have their say and to put their ideas across. A 

carnival of reference backs ensued and the deliberation of rules was that of a festival.  

 

The day kicked off with the results of the ballot (Division II – Socialist Societies Selection), which are 

detailed below. I was not eligible to vote in this division.  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Tuesday was also the day for CLP delegates to cast their ballots for the National Constitutional Committee 

(Division III). I voted for Anna Dyer and Emina Ibrahim who were both elected. Full details below: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Tuesday was timetabed for the results of the Division I ballot by Trade Unions, however only one 

nomination was received – Joanne Cairns (USDAW) and so she was elected unopposed.  

  



 

The business of the day continued with Harry Donaldson delivering the day’s CAC report, which received an 
astounding amount of scrutiny from delegates. Many reference backs were made as were points of order. 

North and Poole both requested a reconsideration of the rejection of their declined emergency motion – 
Harry Donaldson replied that both did not meet the criteria and would not be heard.  
As one of the declined motions was in reference to Trident, many (including myself) were disappointed 
that there were to be no time scheduled to discussing Trident or North Korea.  

Brighton Pavilion called for an enquiry over the long-term suspension of one of their members’ which has 
been failed to be addressed. Harry invited the members to meet with the CAC to discuss this.  

A point of order was raised over the continual use of gender pronouns in addressing delegates and a 
speaker requested chairs to address delegates as ‘comrade’ etc. rather than ‘ladies.’ From then on, there 
was more of an effort to do so.  

For the first time, the CAC report was not accepted by a quick hand vote. The initial show of all hands was 
inconclusive, and so it was called to show hands in sections of CLP and affiliate. This again proved 
inconclusive, showing just how close the vote was. This resulted in a card vote being called by the chair, in 
which many suggested to be the first card vote called on a CAC report in recent history – demonstrating 
the outstanding level of involvement of delegates.  

The CAC report was eventually passed with the following vote share:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I voted against accepting the CAC report as I did not feel it adequately addressed issues raised by submitted 

emergency motions. It became more apparent that there is not sufficient time scheduled for delegates to raise issues 

of concern and many delegates requested that more time would be given. Many of us hope that this will be 

addressed in time for next year.  

 

  



The Financial Reports were delivered by National Treasurer Diana Holland.  
Diana announced that the party was debt free – a move made not by money accumulated through 
membership fees or donations but instead by juggling the books. She asserted that campaign donations 
are only spent on campaigns and reassured that our money was being spent as we set out.  

Holland talked of the General Election Trust set up with reserves for elections when called, as the recent 
snap election, and explained how £3.5 million was available when Theresa called the election that she 
promised would never happen. She reassured the floor that we are financially prepared for the next 
election – whenever it may be.  

Diana paid thanks to our online donors, who generated a remarkable £4 million during the general 
election campaign. On just one day of the campaign, £470,000 was raised online – a record breaking 
amount.  

The report was positive and widely accepted by the hall, however some issues were raised by delegates. 

One delegate requested details of compliance expenditure. 

Another requested the free provision of a stall for the house CLP of conference to be reinstated. 

Another questioned why only 5% of CLP membership fees are recycled into direct CLP investment. 

Another requested that CLPs would be enabled to borrow from the central party.  

 

Diana responded with details and apologised for the removal of the free stall provision, promising this 
would be reinstated next year. She also promised to refer queries of CLP membership fees on and 
reminded us that CLPs have the ability to request for funds from Constituency Development Funds.  

The financial report was unanimously adopted by hand vote.  
  

 
 

  



The main business of the morning was taken up with NEC Constitutional Amendments, The NEC had 
proposed their own set of motions and launched a democratic review of all party structures. This led to 
the NEC requesting that all CLP’s that submitted rule changes to remit them to the democratic review 
body. The NEC made clear recommendations to delegates to vote against any amendment proposed that 
was not remitted.  

All but 1 of the amendments proposed by CLP’s were subsequently remitted. Details below of each 
proposed: 

 

 



 

9/10 CLP’s agreed to remit, some reluctantly, in order to avoid their amendment being voted down and 
subsequently ignored. By remitting, CLPs were assured that their amendments would be submitted to 
review and reported back upon.  

The one amendment not remitted – by Brighton Pavilion, was rejected. I voted to support the amendment. 
Full details below: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The NEC proposed amendments were welcomed by the delegates and can full details and results be seen 
below: I voted to support all 3 amendments. 

I 

 



  



The excitement of amendments was followed by a section on “Investing in our Future” with a speech 
delivered by Rebeca Long-Bailey, Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

This was followed by an emergency motion on Bombardier which can be seen below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brilliant contributions from delegates ensued and the support for the motion was resounding.  

 

  



The focus of the day then turned to our education system, with Mary Bousted kicking things off. She 
delivered a speech detailing the cuts faced by teachers and schools and complained of the elitism of 
tuition fees.  

Angela Rayner, Shadow Secretary of State for Education delivered an excellent speech in which she praised 
a Labour government innovation, Sure Start centres, which helped to change the direction of her and her 
son’s life after she became a mother at age 16. Angela announced that the Labour Party will invest £500 
million a year to reverse the Tory cuts in full. Angela also talked of the importance of lifelong learning and 
so committed the National Education Service, as outlined in the manifesto, to providing free education 
for all at every state of our lives. This speech was met with a resounding applaud and standing ovation 
and was a welcomed response to the decimation of our education services.  

 

Following on, a section on Health and Care began – with 2 composite motions and 1 emergency motion 
moved. 

 

The composite motion on the NHS, moved by the Socialist Health Association and seconded by Islington 
South and Finsbury CLP called for an end to the following FYFC failures: 

• downskilling clinical staff;  

• Tory cuts to the NHS including the Capped Expenditure Process; 

• the sell-off of NHS sites;  

• reclassifying NHS services as means-tested social care; 

• cementing the private sector role as ACS partners and as combined health/social care service providers 

• replacing 7500 GP surgeries with 1500 “superhubs”. 

Details of the emergency motion submitted by GMB on assaults to emergency service workers can be seen 
below. 

 

The composite motion on Social Care, moved by Poole CLP and seconded by Weaver CLP asked conference 
to  

• reaffirm the manifesto commitment to address the funding crisis in social care to ensure dignity for 
people in old age and for some of the most vulnerable people in our communities;  

• to ensure that a Labour Government introduces measures that provide adequate funding to enable 
local authorities to achieve standards of care that are fit for purpose  

• to develop the manifesto commitment to create a National Care Service and an integrated Health and 
Social Care service for the benefit of all. 

 

 

 
 



The details of the emergency motion on assaults on emergency service workers, moved by the GMB can be 
seen below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The afternoon’s session heard barnstorming speeches from Jon Ashworth on the NHS and from FBU 
General Secretary, Matt Wrack, on the Grenfell Tragedy. Matt talked about how every single firefighter 
who braved their lives entering the burning tower was an FBU member. The tragedy saw those Trade 
Unionists emerge as heroes, whilst we saw both failure and neglect from Royal Kensington & Chelsea 
council and the government. 

All Contemporary Motions were passed unanimously, a real indicator of the spirit of unity at conference 
throughout this week, a theme carried on in Deputy Leader Tom Watson’s speech. 

  



 

Wednesday 27th  

Leader’s Speech  
And finally, much to my disappointment – the end of conference arrived. I excitedly hurried along to 

Jeremy Corbyn’s speech and arrived in time to secure my seat. I spent the time waiting for the event to 

begin talking with a colleague from Bicester CLP. We reflected on our time at conference and I was sad that 

it was coming to a close.  

I contemplated the events of the past couple of days and felt proud to have been a part of the conference 

and even prouder to be a part of the Labour Party. I recognised an establishment of a sense of belonging / 

family within the Party and felt friendship with comrades around the room.  

Jeremy delivered a groundbreaking speech and applaud, cheers and ovations reverberated around the 

room. The atmosphere of the hall was immense and the unity behind our impassioned leader was 

remarkable.  

I recommend watching the speech back if you haven’t already done so – there are too many excellent 

remarks, catchphrases and jokes to detail!  


