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Dartford’s story is a tale of two parts.  

For those who have a well-paid job, own their own home, and live in a prosperous and pleasant part 
of Dartford, it is the best of times. Some sectors of the local economy are growing and 
unemployment is relatively low in some areas. 

However, there is another story. House prices and rents are one the highest of any borough in Kent 
and equal to some parts of Greater London. Many of those who work in the borough do not earn 
enough to live here comfortably, or indeed at all.  

Those who do manage to find somewhere to live in Dartford often find themselves at the mercy of 
letting-agents, insecure tenancies and extortionate rents.  

For young people wanting to start a family in the borough, high living costs make it impossible. 
Dartford has recently suffered a big drop in real wages like many other authorities in the country.  

Much of Temple Hill, Stone, Swanscombe and Princes, register among the most deprived areas in 
Kent. An ever growing number of people annually are forced to resort to using Dartford’s food banks.  

The policies of the current Tory-Liberal Democrat government have exacerbated many of these 
problems, especially their cuts to welfare; the bedroom tax; and their huge cuts to council funding. 

Because of this, complacency simply won’t do.  

Although Dartford is in many ways a success story, it is not equally so for all.  

Many feel that they are missing out on the opportunities and wealth that others take for granted.  

Dartford Labour understands that many in this borough are facing huge challenges, and need the 
council to take a proactive role in sharing our prosperity more fairly.  

We also believe that those who are successful in Dartford are concerned for the fate of all of the 
borough’s residents. They understand that the proper measure of the prosperity and civilisation of 
any community is the comfort and dignity of its poorest member.  

Whilst the Tories have concentrated on extending aspects of the physical capital of the borough, 
important as that may be, prestige projects are no substitute for investment in its social capital.  

This manifesto is an attempt to outline where we would pragmatically start to tackle these issues, 
how we would fund our programme in times of financial austerity, and what we would change. 

We will not tolerate a two-tier Dartford – we want one Dartford, fair for all. 

That’s why on May 7th we’ll be changing Dartford together. 

Geoff Prout - Leader of the Labour Group, Dartford Labour Party

Changing Dartford Together 
Labour’s new plan for Dartford

Dartford
Labour
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Changing Dartford Together 
Labour’s new plan for Dartford

A Labour Council Will…

Read on for more of our  
plans to change Dartford

Put pride back in our Town Centre 
We’ll take steps to attract new businesses to the town centre and put pride back into Dartford 
by investing to improve the appearance of the High Street. 

Rebuild Lowfield Street 
We’ll say goodbye to Tesco and set out a new vision for the future. A New Lowfield Street can 
be a centre for housing, new community hubs and a revitalised night time economy. 

Tackle Dartford’s housing crisis 
We’ll deliver a minimum of 200 new social rented homes, work to deliver more affordable 
housing and stand up for private renters. 

Clean up Dartford – Taking action on litter 
We’ll launch a new plan to clean up Dartford and introduce stricter enforcement against those 
who drop litter and engage in fly tipping. 

Protect your weekly waste collection 
Unlike the Conservatives, we won't ask residents to make a choice between good services and 
protecting the environment - A Labour Council will do both. 

Put working people first 
Dartford only succeeds when working people succeed. That’s why a Labour Council will invest 
in jobs and growing the local economy.
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A Fresh Start for Dartford Town 
Centre

Last year, residents told us that the town centre 
should be high on the Council’s list of priorities. We 
agree. That’s why bringing our town centre back to 
life will be the first priority of a new Labour Council 
in Dartford. Our town centre could and should be 
Dartford’s greatest asset. Sadly, over the last twelve 
years residents haven’t been listened to and the 
Conservatives have allowed it to fall into decline.
The Tories’ town centre plan has failed. We need a 
fresh start. A Labour Council in Dartford will launch a 
new plan that includes the voices of everyone who 
cares about the town centre – shoppers and local 
residents, businesses, charities and community 
groups.  We can’t promise to fix everything overnight 
– but we will make it our first priority and Labour will 
start to make our town centre something we can all 
be proud of again.

Attract new businesses to Dartford 
by offering a business rate holiday for new 
independent retailers, small businesses and co-
operatives opening in the High Street. 
Involve residents by reforming the Dartford 
Town Team 
to ensure it works for local people. We will bring 
greater openness, transparency and accountability 
to the work of the town team and make sure that 
residents, as well as retailers, are represented. 
Promote our town 
by launching a dedicated town centre website 
providing information on retailers, events and 
advertising local businesses in a directory of local 
traders. 
Put pride back into Dartford 
by creating a new fund dedicated to improving the 
appearance of the High Street. 
Make the town centre more family friendly 
by putting on more family events, tackling anti-
social behaviour and using proposed new planning 
laws to restrict the number of betting shops on 
our high street. 
Listen to residents 
A Labour Council will run regular surveys and 
feedback events so that local people can have 
their say in the future of their town centre.

A Labour Council Will…

Get tough with Tesco  
We’ll seek an agreement that any sale of the 
land needs to pass a community value test. 
Promote affordable housing 
as a key part of any future development 
Develop a new regeneration plan 
A New Lowfield Street can be a centre for 
community hubs and a revitalised night time 
economy. We’ll set out a new vision for the 
future. 
Involve the community 
Our local arts and community groups will be 
part of the regeneration of Lowfield Street.

A Labour Council Will…

Rebuilding Lowfield Street

The current state of Lowfield Street is nothing 
short of a disgrace. It’s an indictment of Tesco – 
who have let Dartford down, but also of the 
Conservative Council that didn’t stand up for our 
town and let it happen. Labour believes that 
Lowfield Street has huge potential and it can 
and should play a big part in the future re-
generation of Dartford.
Dartford needs to say goodbye to Tesco and 
move forward to rebuild Lowfield Street so it 
can once again become the beating heart of our 
town. But we can’t just leave it to Tesco to clean 
up their mess. Labour believes that it’s the duty 
of the council to use its influence so that the 
land at Lowfield Street is released and the 
derelict land and boarded up properties can be 
replaced by a development of true community 
value.
The damage that has been done to our town by 
the mishandling of this project means Dartford 
deserves nothing less.

Growing Our Local Economy
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Getting the Best Deal for Local 
People from London Paramount

The proposed London Paramount theme park is 
great news for Dartford. However, it’s vital that 
having a major visitor attraction on our doorstep 
doesn’t only put Dartford on the map – it also needs 
to benefit the community and create local jobs.  It’s 
great that London Paramount want to invest in our 
borough – Labour believes it’s important that 
they invest in our people too.
A Labour Council in Dartford will support this 
project. We’ll also work with London Paramount to 
get the best deal for local people. We want to see 
local firms having the best chance of securing work 
and contracts on the development and we’ll work 
with London Paramount to ensure that local people 
benefit from the employment opportunities that will 
be offered.

Too many young people in Dartford are still 
struggling to find work. The lack of local 
vacancies can often mean travelling long 
distances for jobs. This often proves expensive 
and can have a negative impact on family life. 
In the past, local job centres played an important 
role in providing job and apprenticeship 
opportunities but the government’s Job Centre 
Plus scheme is failing job seekers in Dartford. 
The unsatisfactory experience of many people 
using Job Centre Plus shows a system that 
appears more focused on punitive benefit 
sanctions than finding people a good, local job. 
Any council that believes in growing the local 
economy should be concerned when local 
people struggle to find local jobs. That’s why a 
Labour Council in Dartford will step in where 
Job Centre Plus has failed and why Labour will 
help create and promote more jobs for young 
people in Dartford and give those who are 
seeking a local job a better chance of finding 
one. 

Creating More Local Job 
Opportunities for Young 
People

Growing Our Local Economy

Help our young people get on the job 
ladder 
by partnering with local employers to provide 
paid work placements for local unemployed 
people aged 18-24. 
Introduce a local job match scheme 
Working with recruiters to help place local job 
seekers with local vacancies.  
Help increase training opportunities 
by working with colleges and local skills 
providers to deliver a programme of skills 
training for young and/or unemployed people 
in the borough. 
Remove barriers to work 
by establishing a new scheme, “Apprentices 
on Wheels”, which will support young people 
to access more readily employment and skills 
training.

Work with London Paramount to deliver 
local skills training programmes 
to ensure that local people have the best chance 
of getting the jobs that will be created. 
Be a strong, independent voice for Dartford 
during the planning process. We’ll press for firm 
commitments from London Paramount that 
community infrastructure will be delivered and 
that Swanscombe in particular, benefits from 
new infrastructure and business opportunities.

A Labour Council Will…

A Labour Council Will…
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Making Dartford a Living 
Wage Borough

Ensuring the Council Gets 
Its Priorities Right –  
Labour Will Introduce a 
Fairness Test

There is little doubt that councils across 
the country will continue to face 
pressure on their finances after the 
election. A Labour Council in Dartford 
will be both fiscally and socially 
responsible when it comes to 
spending. That means eliminating 
waste and unnecessary spending. It 
also means ensuring funds go where 
they are needed most. 
In areas like housing, community grants 
or protecting residents who are bearing 
the brunt of government cuts - the 
Conservatives have simply not done 
enough to ensure that council spending 
benefits those who rely on it the most. 
When money is scarce, we’ll do all we 
can to ensure it’s spent where it’s 
needed. A Labour Council will get our 
priorities right on council spending.

A Fairer Borough

We should not accept that some people remain on the 
margins of our community for no other reason than they are 
not paid a wage that enables them to do the things that most 
of us take for granted. That’s why paying people a living 
wage is a vital part of our vision for a more prosperous 
borough. It’s also an essential step toward a fairer society 
where those who are helping to grow our economy are also 
able to share fairly in the rewards. 
The living wage makes financial sense too. Employers who 
pay a living wage and offer good terms and conditions to 
their staff have been shown to reap the benefits. It’s good for 
employers, it’s good for employees – it’s good for all of us. 
That’s why a Labour Council in Dartford will act as an 
advocate for the living wage in our community and introduce 
plans to be a true living wage borough.

Conduct a social audit of Council 
spending 
in the first three months of our 
administration to ensure that we can 
direct resources to initiatives and 
services which do most to help 
families and individuals who are 
struggling economically, and the most 
vulnerable. 
Promote greater fairness 
by committing the council to review 
how policies and procedures can be 
improved to reduce financial and 
socia l inequal i t ies . A l l counci l 
spending will need to meet a fairness 
test.

Lead by example 
ensuring that all Council employees are paid at least the 
Living Wage. We’ll also work with our contractors and 
suppliers to encourage them to also become Living Wage 
employers if not already. 
Be an advocate for the Living Wage in Dartford’s 
economy 
by setting up a local ‘Living Wage Accreditation Scheme’ 
to promote local employers who pay the living wage. 
We’ll also work closely with London Paramount to ensure 
paying the living wage is part of their employment offer. 
Ban the use of damaging zero hours contracts 
at the Council and we’ll urge Parish Councils to follow 
suit.

A Labour Council Will…

A Labour Council Will…
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Taking Action on Child Poverty 
in Dartford

Protecting Access to the 
Support and Advice Residents 
Rely on

Supporting Alternatives to High Cost Credit in Dartford
Increasing numbers of people in Dartford are 
struggling with debt and find it hard to meet their 
living costs. Those who are struggling financially 
often have to resort to pay day lenders and other 
forms of high cost credit just to make ends meet.  
However, these lenders only offer more problems, 
the exorbitant rates of interest often trapping 
people in a cycle of debt that they find it difficult to 
escape from.
Labour believes that high cost credit has no place 
in our community.  Affordable, responsible credit - 
as provided by credit unions and other community 
groups has proved a viable and sustainable 
alternative to pay day lenders.  A Labour Council 
will take steps to support alternatives to high 
cost credit in Dartford and help promote the 
availability of affordable credit across the borough.

As the impact of the government’s austerity 
policies start to bite, there has been a big increase 
in the number of local residents seeking advice on 
issues like finance, employment, access to 
benefits and housing. Where councils used to 
operate benefits advisory services these have 
been largely dismantled as a result of government 
cuts.
In difficult times, organisations like the Citizens 
Advice Bureau play a hugely important role in our 
community and Labour believes that the Council 
should provide them with the support they 
need to help them deliver the service that many 
residents rely on.  That’s why a Labour Council in 
Dartford will increase funding to Dartford Citizens 
Advice Bureau.

There are still far too many children in Dartford living 
in poverty. The figures tell a story of an economy 
that is failing ordinary families. In Littlebrook 36% of 
our children are living poverty after housing costs. In 
Joyce Green it’s 31%. 35% of children in Princes 
are in poverty and 29% in Swanscombe. 
Some may say that this isn’t a council issue and 
there’s nothing we can do about it. We don’t accept 
that. Under Labour, Dartford Borough Council 
will start taking child poverty seriously. We’ll 
start engaging with other agencies and develop a 
strategy to tackle child poverty in the borough .This 
goes right to the heart of our fairness test – the 
council needs to ensure its policies help alleviate 
poverty and inequality – not exacerbate it.

A Fairer Borough

Help give all Dartford residents access to 
affordable credit 
We’ll work with the Citizens Advice Bureau and 
local credit unions to ensure access to an 
alternative to high cost lending is available to all 
residents. 
Take action against promotion of high cost 
credit in our community 
by banning the advertising of payday lenders on 
council owned property and ensuring their 
websites can’t be accessed on council owned 
computers.

A Labour Council Will…

Increase funding to our local Citizens 
Advice Bureau 
to ensure that they can continue to provide the 
vital support and advice our residents rely on.

A Labour Council Will…
Introduce a strategy to tackle child poverty 
working with relevant agencies and identifying 
interventions and initiatives that can be 
implemented to improve the life chances of 
children living in our borough. 

A Labour Council Will…
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A Home for Everyone

Labour Will Deliver More 
Affordable Homes for Dartford

A Labour Council will tackle Dartford’s growing housing 
crisis. While we see a number of new housing 
developments spring up across the borough, affordable 
housing is becoming increasingly difficult to find.
The growth of ‘buy to let’ and a housing market that too 
often only seems to benefit those already in it, means 
that many local residents, particularly younger people, 
feel that getting a place of their own is out of reach.
We desperately need more affordable housing in 
Dartford. However, over the last 12 years it’s simply not 
been a priority for the Conservative Council. The 
housing that is being built isn’t meeting the needs of 
local people and the waiting list for council housing is 
getting longer. A Labour Council in Dartford will begin to 
tackle our housing crisis.
Labour believes that we need to do everything we can 
to build new affordable homes – including new council 
housing.  That’s why a Labour Council in Dartford 
will deliver more socially rented homes in our first 
term than the Conservatives have delivered in 12 
years. We’ll also press the private sector to fulfil its 
obligations to deliver more affordable housing in new 
developments.
The council also needs to do more to look after existing 
council tenants.  Too often our tenants have to put up 
with poor maintenance in their homes. Labour will 
protect the maintenance budget and make sure our 
council tenants are not forgotten about. 

Standing up for Private  
Renters in Dartford

A growing number of people in Dartford rent in 
the private sector, but they do not always 
receive the support that they need. For those 
in the private rented sector, there are fewer 
p r o t e c t i o n s a g a i n s t p o o r q u a l i t y 
accommodation or unfair landlord or agency 
fees. There needs to be better support 
available for private renters – and the 
responsible landlords who want to provide 
good quality accommodation with fair 
tenancies.
A Labour government will stand up for private 
renters by capping rent increases and 
outlawing rip off agency fees. In Dartford, a 
Labour Council will work with local renters 
and landlords to improve the standard of 
rented accommodation where we need to, 
and provide greater protections for both 
private tenants and landlords in the borough.

Tackle Dartford’s housing crisis 
by delivering a minimum of 200 new social rented 
homes in our first term. 
Push for more affordable homes 
by strengthening the councils approach to private 
sector developments. Labour will press developers 
to deliver on a requirement to provide a minimum of 
30% affordable housing in all major new house 
building projects. 
Encourage and promote more affordable 
housing 
by working with government agencies and housing 
associations to increase the availability of affordable 
housing within the borough.

A Labour Council Will…

Help improve the quality of 
accommodation 
by introducing a Dartford Housing 
Standard which will be higher than the 
minimum housing standards legally 
required of rented property and work with 
local landlords, encouraging them to raise 
the quality of their properties where 
required. 
Improve tenancy standards 
by consulting on the introduction of a 
landlord registration scheme. The scheme 
would encourage local landlords to register 
with the council to confirm that their 
properties meet the new Dartford Housing 
Standard and confirm that they abide by a 
voluntary landlord contract. 
Stand up for private renters 
by actively supporting and lobbying for 
stronger national polices such as caps on 
rent increases and a ban on ‘revenge 
evictions’ and stopping landlords who do 
not provide a decent standard of home 
from being paid housing benefit.

A Labour Council Will…
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Tackling Empty Properties

It cannot be right that when local people struggle to find 
affordable homes, there are still perfectly good 
properties lying empty across the borough. Where we 
have empty properties, a Labour Council in Dartford will 
pursue policies that encourage landlords and owners to 
bring them back into use.

A Home for Everyone

Providing Support for Those 
Without a Roof over  
Their Heads

In 2015, nobody in Dartford should be without 
a roof over their heads. Sadly, homelessness 
remains a problem in Dartford. The 
Conservative Council have not given 
homelessness prevention the attention that it 
needs and support for those who do find 
themselves on the streets is now primarily 
provided by voluntary and charity groups.
Labour believes it is right that homeless 
people in our borough are supported and 
treated with dignity. We also believe that the 
council can and should do more to support 
the people who find themselves homeless. 
That’s why a Labour Council in Dartford will 
launch a new homelessness plan that 
focuses on support, prevention, and enabling 
reintegration back into permanent and secure 
housing.

Ensure there is no incentive to keep a property 
vacant 
by requiring 200% council tax to be paid on empty 
properties. 
Seek greater powers to tackle empty 
properties 
from the government such as stronger powers to 
compulsory purchase long term empty private 
properties.

A Labour Council Will…

Support community groups who 
provide help to those who find 
themselves homeless 
by guaranteeing annual funding to the 
Dartford Churches Cold Weather Shelter 
Project. 
Tackle the causes of homelessness 
by launching a new plan to develop a 
holistic approach to homeless prevention 
by working with the voluntary sector, 
ne ighbour ing counc i l s , and other 
authorities who work in homelessness 
outreach and support. 
Review the Emergency Cold Weather 
Protocol 
which gives shelter to rough sleepers in 
freezing temperatures. This review will 
include whether to widen the definition 
and terms of the protocol to cover other 
severe weather conditions. 

A Labour Council Will…
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Let’s Clean up Dartford – Labour’s 
Pledge on Litter

Many residents have told us that the amount of litter in 
Dartford is something they want to see action on. One of 
the most important functions of the council is to keep 
Dartford clean but the Conservatives have not done nearly 
enough to ensure our borough stays clean and tidy. There 
is simply an unacceptable level of litter around Dartford. 
There has not been enough action to prevent litter, nor 
adequate enforcement against those who drop litter and 
fly tip in our community. It’s frustrating for residents and 
local businesses that something that should be a basic 
responsibility of the council has been neglected for so 
long.
It’s perhaps unsurprising that Dartford has seen the rise of 
local litter picking groups, devoting their spare time to 
cleaning up Dartford. These groups do a fantastic job but 
while it’s great to see such positive community action, the 
Conservative Council should be ashamed that Dartford is 
now increasingly being kept clean by a volunteer army.
The council has a responsibility to keep our streets free 
from litter. A Labour Council in Dartford will take that 
responsibility seriously. That’s why we’ll be launching a 
new plan to tackle litter. We’ll focus on prevention and 
education – but also enforcement. Labour will ensure that 
stronger action is taken against those who litter in our 
community. 

A Greener Dartford

Make cleaning up Dartford a top priority 
We’ll launch a new litter strategy that focuses on 
removal , prevention and introduce str icter 
enforcement against those who drop litter and 
engage in fly tipping. 
Provide more investment to tackle litter 
Labour will provide more litter bins in the borough, 
and provide more support to our street cleaning 
teams 
Work with the community 
We’ll create a role for our local volunteer groups such 
as Dartford Litterpickers in shaping council policy on 
litter prevention 
Clean up our streets 
by introducing a ‘Clean it Up’ anti-dog fouling 
campaign  
Better support residents 
by introducing a series of ‘Community Clear Out Days’ 
where the council will remove bulky waste from 
homes for no charge.

Improve recycling rates 
Labour’s new recycling plan will look at 
ways of making it easier to residents to 
recycle and seek to increase public 
awareness of recycling while continuing to 
guarantee a weekly waste collection. 
Reduce the council’s carbon footprint 
including launching a review of the council 
ground maintenance contract with a view to 
sett ing much higher environmental 
standards. 
Promote greener homes 
by introducing a programme to make 
council owned properties more energy 
efficient including the installation of more 
solar panels.

Labour believes that making Dartford a greener 
borough helps us all. However, under the 
Conservatives, Dartford has one of lowest 
recycling rates in Kent – way below the 
national average.  
A Labour Council in Dartford will make 
improving our current unacceptably low 
recycling rate a priority. We also know how 
important the weekly waste collection is to 
many residents. 
That's why the weekly waste collection will 
cont inue under Labour. Un l i ke the 
Conservatives, we won't ask residents to make 
a choice between good services and protecting 
the environment - A Labour Council will do 
both.
Labour is committed to making Dartford as 
sustainable as possible, and we’ll introduce 
policies that limit the damage from human-
caused climate change. 

A Safer, Cleaner and Healthier Dartford

A Labour Council Will…

A Labour Council Will…
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A Safer, Cleaner and Healthier Dartford

Promoting Energy Saving

Ensuring that residents stay warm while using 
less energy in their homes makes both 
environmental and financial sense. Less energy 
use can help the borough to reduce its carbon 
footprint and help residents to lower their fuel 
bills. That’s why a Labour Council in Dartford will 
provide greater support to energy switching and 
other schemes that help reduce domestic 
energy use.

Investing in Grassroots 
Sports

Sport plays a vital role in our civic life. Labour 
believes we should invest in sport – but that 
cannot simply be about building expensive 
infrastructure. Developing grassroots sports 
will be a priority and ensuring that everyone in 
our borough is able to participate in sporting 
activity is an important goal that a Labour 
Council in Dartford will aim toward. 
We are fortunate to have a wide range of 
sporting facilities in Dartford, but too often these 
are under-used by residents. Labour wants to 
see our sporting facilities opened up, when 
possible, to all.
A Labour Council in Dartford will ensure that as 
many people in Dartford can access sporting 
facilities and ensure sport is truly an activity for 
all.

A Healthier Dartford

A Labour Council in Dartford will focus on 
improving the health of our borough. The 
Conservatives have shown little interest in this 
issue over the last twelve years and it shows - 
Dartford has the fourth lowest life expectancy in 
Kent and health inequality is a real concern. We 
know that poor health and poor diets are often 
associated with the greatest level of economic 
inequality. Life expectancy is eight years less in 
the most deprived areas of Dartford than in the 
least deprived.  
We all have a responsibility to improve the 
health of Dartford. That’s why a Labour Council 
in Dartford will take a pro-active approach to 
public health outcomes and take action to reduce 
health inequality. 

Increase participation in energy saving 
schemes 
by investing in greater publicity and marketing 
across the borough, so that more residents can 
take advantage of schemes such as the Green 
Deal and the Warmer Homes initiative. 

Take sport into the community 
by introducing an Active Dartford scheme, 
providing sports opportunities across the 
borough, including those areas that do not 
currently have ready access to sporting 
facilities. The Active Dartford scheme will give 
the chance for young people to become 
accredited sports leaders. 
Widen access to sport 
Labour will negotiate with schools and 
colleges to open up sports facilities and 
playing fields to the community.  

Put a healthy Dartford at the heart of 
council policy 
by developing a borough wide plan to 
significantly reduce health inequality over the 
next four years. 
Monitor the growth of fast food 
establishments in Dartford 
More obese children live in Dartford and 
Gravesham than anywhere else in Kent, yet the 
Conservatives decision to approve the recent 
opening of McDonalds near a college shows 
little understanding of this issue. Labour will 
review how we can use the planning legislation 
to limit the number of fast food establishments 
in the borough.

A Labour Council Will…

A Labour Council Will…

A Labour Council Will…
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Challenging Street Drinking

A Labour Council in Dartford will be 
committed to encouraging a safer, more 
family friendly environment in our town centre 
and that will include tackling the problem of 
street drinking.  Anti social behaviour caused 
by problem drinking can make our town a 
less attractive place for visitors, businesses 
and residents. It also can have serious health 
impacts on those who are consuming alcohol 
in this way.  We need to get to the root of the 
problems, but we also need to make sure 
council officers have the right powers to 
tackle issues. Labour will review how council 
officers can engage robustly with those who 
create problems.
Labour will take action where alcohol is 
being sold irresponsibly in Dartford by 
launching a Reduce the Strength campaign – 
working with local off-licenses so they do not 
to stock high strength beer, lagers and ciders.

Safer Streets

Residents tell us that they want to make their local 
communities places where friends and neighbours 
can come together in a safe environment. A Labour 
Council in Dartford will take steps to make our 
streets and residential areas safer environment for 
families.

Tackle the reckless selling of high 
strength alcohol 
by introducing a ‘Reduce the Strength’ 
campaign and voluntary code of conduct – 
working with retailers to stop stocking 
beers, lagers and ciders over 6.5% 
strength. 
Create a safer evening environment in 
Dartford 
by working the police to ensure more 
licence reviews occur on premises that sell 
alcohol irresponsibly. 
Create a safer town centre 
by giving council officers the same powers 
to seize alcohol from street drinkers as the 
police.

A Labour Council Will…

Transform residential streets for families 
by working with Kent County Council to deliver 
play streets in Dartford - enabling residents to 
apply to close their street to traffic for a few 
hours per week to enable children to play freely 
and safely in their neighbourhood. 
Make our streets safer by supporting a 
20mph limit 
for residential streets, shopping centres and 
close to schools where residents approve of 
them in consultation.

A Labour Council Will…

A Safer, Cleaner and Healthier Dartford
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Building Stronger Communities

Supporting our  
Community Groups

One of the very best features of Dartford 
life is our vibrant and growing volunteer 
community. From Men’s Shed to local 
litterpicking groups, from community 
journalism to our local arts networks – our 
volunteer groups contribute a huge 
amount to civic life in the borough. 
That’s why a Labour Council in 
Dartford will embark on a major 
programme of support, promotion and 
funding to help our community groups do 
what they do best – bringing people from 
all walks of life together to make our 
borough a more vibrant, cohesive and 
welcoming place to live.
And we don’t want to just stop there. 
Labour will launch a new Dartford 
Community Fair to promote new, as well 
as existing community initiatives and we’ll 
promote volunteering opportunit ies 
throughout the borough.

Promote the work of our 
community groups 
by launching a Dartford Community Fair 
that will give local community, voluntary 
and charitable organisations an 
opportunity to showcase their work and 
promote their work. 
Promote opportunities for 
residents to support community 
work 
by introducing council sponsored 
volunteering schemes; a skills swap 
service and a ‘time bank’ service. 
Better use council funding to 
support community projects 
by reforming the councils secretive 
‘identified initiatives reserve’ and 
e n s u r i n g t h e re i s a c l e a r a n d 
transparent source of funding for our 
local community groups. 
Give our community groups more 
say in the work of the council 
by introducing more opportunities to 
play a role in the policy making process.

A Labour Council Will…

An Arts Plan for Dartford

The arts in all their forms have a vital role to play in the 
re-generation of our town centre and the future cultural 
and economic prosperity of Dartford. 
We believe that everyone should benefit from the 
value of the arts and that’s why a Labour Council in 
Dartford will be committed to ensuring that support for 
the arts is developed. Supporting one off events can only 
achieve so much.  Labour will develop a lasting arts plan 
for Dartford, working with local arts groups to focus on 
innovation & excellence in the arts to re-invigorate our 
town landscape.

Put the arts at the heart of our plan for renewal 
by launching an arts plan for Dartford. Labour will 
work with local artists to guide our arts strategy as we 
transform Dartford into a town where artists can 
thrive and the arts is a central part of civic life. 
Give Dartford Arts Network a role in our town 
centre re-generation plans 
We will ensure the arts development takes its place 
alongside other high street renewal projects.

A Labour Council Will…

Celebrating Our Cultural Heritage

Dartford has a rich artistic and cultural heritage, which 
the current Conservative administration has not done 
enough to promote. In particular, we should do much 
more to celebrate our 20th century history, The Rolling 
Stones, Peter Blake, and Vox.
A Labour Council in Dartford will ensure it does all it can 
to promote and celebrate our recent cultural heritage.

Promote Dartford’s rich artistic and cultural 
heritage 
by exploring schemes that provide education and 
promotion Dartford’s rich cultural heritage and use 
these to boost the profile of the borough to visitors 
and businesses.

A Labour Council Will…
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Getting Dartford Moving

A New Transport Plan for Dartford

Whether it’s being stuck in traffic gridlock or being left on a 
platform by a cancelled train – too often it seems like 
Dartford isn’t moving. We need that to change – we need a 
plan to get Dartford moving again. The Conservatives have 
simply buried their heads in the sand while congestion on 
our roads has got worse. That’s bad for residents, bad for 
our local businesses – it’s bad for Dartford.
That’s why a Labour Council in Dartford will begin to 
tackle our traffic and transport issues.  We can’t fix 
everything overnight or do it alone – but unlike the 
Conservatives, we believe there are things the council can 
and should be doing to help. We need to get Dartford 
moving.
The Conservatives’ traffic plan launched in 2011 has 
clearly failed to deliver the improvements we need. In fact, 
many residents tell us that they feel the roads are in worse 
condition than ever before and that traffic gridlock is 
becoming a regular occurrence. We need to get Dartford 
moving with a new plan that addresses the issues that face 
both motorists and pedestrians getting around our town.
With thousands of new homes being planned for Ebbsfleet 
and Eastern Quarry and the Paramount London 
development, we desperately need to enhance our 
transport infrastructure. That’s why Labour will work to 
extend Crossrail to Dartford and to ensure that better 
transport is at the heart of the Paramount discussions. 
We’ll fight Dartford’s corner. 
Dartford deserves better than to be stuck with gridlock. 
Labour will get our town moving again.

Deliver a new traffic plan for Dartford 
Working with the MP, Kent Highways and 
the Department of Transport we’ll deliver 
a bet ter p lan for motor is ts and 
pedestrians, focusing on how we can ease 
the chronic congestion currently afflicting 
our road network and to seek solutions to 
the many parking problems across the 
borough. 
Work to bring Crossrail to Dartford 
We’ll also make the case for better 
transport links to London Paramount, to 
avoid Swanscombe and other areas 
getting swamped by traffic. 
Promote more cycling use 
by extending safe cycling provision across 
the borough and working to upgrade the 
e x i s t i n g c y c l e r o u t e s t h a t t h e 
Conservatives have allowed to fall into 
disrepair. 
Give residents more say 
over local bus services. 
Continue to oppose a new lower 
Thames crossing 
being built in Dartford.

A Labour Council Will…
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Renewing Local Democracy

Creating a More Open, Transparent and Inclusive Council

Labour believes that a council should belong to local residents. 
That means a council that’s open about its decisions, is 
accessible and most importantly is accountable to residents. 
However, too often over the last twelve years Dartford Council 
hasn’t felt like that at all. 
The way Dartford Council operates needs to change. The 
way it communicates with residents also needs to change. 
Dartford remains one of the few councils in the country that 
refuses to use social media. In 2015, there is simply no excuse 
not to engage with residents in this way. 
The council needs to involve people more in the decisions it 
makes. That’s why Labour will transform the relationship 
between the council and residents. 
Where residents feel that the council is out of touch with them, 
we’ll introduce more involvement. Where residents feel that 
they cannot easily hold the council to account, we’ll introduce 
more accountability. And where residents feel that the 
decisions of the council are not clear enough, we’ll introduce 
more openness. It’s inexcusable that many decisions of 
Dartford Council are not currently subject to a vote. Residents 
should be able to see how the councillors they elected 
represent them in the council chamber. Labour will bring 
openness and transparency to the council.
Residents tell us that one thing that really frustrates them is 
when they are passed from pillar to post between Dartford 
Council and Kent County Council trying to get an issue sorted. 
That’s why Labour will make more effective working between 
Dartford Borough Council and Kent County Council a key 
priority. Labour believes that if a resident raises an issue with 
the council, they should expect the council to take ownership – 
even if that means working with other authorities to get a 
resolution. Residents should never be expected to accept “It’s 
not our job” as a response to their questions. 

Improve communication between 
the council and residents 
We’ll use online tools and social media to 
develop a truly open, two-way dialogue. 
Consult residents 
ahead of key decisions such as setting the 
budget. 
Take the council directly to 
residents 
by running road shows around the 
borough, giving residents access to 
Cabinet Members and key officers 
Give the public the chance to hold 
the council to account 
by enabling residents to submit 
questions to council meetings. 
Bring greater clarity, publicity and 
accountability 
to the work of the council including a 
pledge to hold recorded votes on all 
significant decisions. We’ll also 
consult on a proposal to film and to 
live stream council meetings. 
End the ‘it’s not our job’ culture at 
the civic centre 
by working closer with Kent County 
Council on issues that affect Dartford 
residents.

A Labour Council Will…

Bringing Greater Transparency to Council Spending

It’s important that residents are able to see what their council 
tax is being spent on. But over the last twelve years, the 
Conservative’s spending plans have been needlessly opaque. 
Not all residents want to wade through the annual budget to 
find out what’s going on. At present, it’s simply not clear 
enough how the council spends your money.
Labour believes that financial responsibly and transparency on 
spending should go hand in hand. A Labour Council in 
Dartford will be committed to being open with residents on 
how money is spent and how all council plans are being 
funded. We’ll also make sure that we are spending money on 
the right things – any spending that is not supporting our 
council plan needs to be challenged. There will be no wasteful 
spending under Labour.
And we’ll be clear about your council tax – if your bill is going 
up due an increase from another authority – as it has done in 
Dartford in recent years - we won’t waste valuable council 
resources on trying to convince you that your bill has actually 
been frozen instead. Residents have a right to expect their 
Council is straight with them about council tax.

Bring greater transparency 
to council spending by creating an 
open dialogue with residents about 
budgets and spending plans. 
Enhance our audit and scrutiny 
procedures 
to ensure council spending is in line 
with the policies and objectives of the 
council 
Reform the Conservatives 
secretive 
‘Identified Initiatives Reserve’, and 
ensure that all council spending is 
o p e n t o s c r u t i n y b y e l e c t e d 
councillors and the public

A Labour Council Will…
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Contact information 
Would you like to help Change Dartford with us? If so, please get in touch.

info@dartfordlabourparty.org.uk

01322 220772

@dartford_labour

www.dartfordlabourparty.org.ukDartford Labour

99 Kent Road, Dartford DA1 2AJ

Promoted by Geoff Prout, for and on behalf of DCLP, 99 Kent Road, DA1 2AJ
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