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pledges to freeze tuition fees and
stealing our policies on energy caps
whilst ignoring the concerns raised
over the roll-out of Universal Credit.
Labour are continually showing we are
a government-in-waiting compared to
the Tories. This is down to Jeremy’s
leadership and the whole of the Labour
Party showing we are united and ready
to transform our country for the better.

Caption: Sharon with some of the local activists out leafletting
in Ayton, Washington for Labour’s National Campaign Day.
Last week saw Labour Party Conference return to
Brighton, with the biggest attendance we have seen in
over 10 years. In total, there were nearly 7,000 people
attending across the four days.
During the four days, from within the Conference Hall and at
the many fringe events, Labour Party members discussed
and debated the direction of our Party and how we
prepare for Government ahead of the next General Election;
whenever it may be.
Under Jeremy’s leadership, Labour set out a bold vision of
hope for a country that works for the many not the few.
Labour has offered a visionary route map to a fairer and more
equal society, which protects our public services, ensures
decent living standards for all and delivers on the EU
referendum result by getting a deal that works for everyone.
Our direction is clear compared to the in-fighting of the Tories
who are more interested in posturing for personal advantage
over Brexit with Theresa May continually dealing with
backseat drivers in her Cabinet, and their transparent and
desperate ploys to entice the youth vote with out-of-touch

Whilst Conference may be over, it is
important that we take this vision of
hope set out at Conference and take it
to the rest of the country – especially
as it is unclear when the next General
Election will be. This is why on the Saturday following
Brighton, and the day before Tory Conference began, Labour
held a National Campaign Day using the energy generated at
our Party Conference to galvanise thousands of members up
and down the country; spreading our message and talking to
voters about what a Labour Government will do for them.
Proposed Sunderland Renewable Energy Centre
gasification plant in Washington
There has been a lot of growing concern around the
proposed gasification plant and the impact it could have on
local residents across the constituency, especially in Sulgrave
and Barmston. As an MP, I have no power or role in planning
decisions; however, I am able to represent my constituents
who have concerns, and I will do so if they write or email me.
After attending the public meetings, and reading the many
views of constituents, I do have genuine concerns and will be
raising them with the Council. If any constituents have
concerns, please do email me, or, you can make a
submission to the consultation directly by emailing the
developers via Coast Communications:
mailto:sunderlandrec@coastmarcoms.co.uk
or visiting their website:
http://www.roltonkilbride.co.uk/sunderland

Some highlights from conference
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Socialist Health Association fringe meeting

UK Music fringe meeting

As Shadow Minister for Public Health, I was honoured to
speak at the Socialist Health Association’s fringe event on
Labour’s public health policy and the importance of
addressing the social determinants of health. In my
speech, I touched upon the radical vision set out in our
2017 manifesto to improve public health, not only as a
benefit to the health of society but also the health of our
NHS. I also raised concerns – as recently highlighted by
Sir Michael Marmot – that austerity was having a serious
impact on life expectancy and the need for us to end the
inequality whereby our backgrounds determine our future
health. You can read my speech by going to my website
via this link here:

In my capacity as Co-Chair of the Music APPG, I was invited to
speak as part of a panel discussion on Brexit and the music
industry. The music industry contributes £4.4 billion to our
economy with export revenues of £2.5 billion, that is why it is
important that we do what we can to ensure Brexit does not
hinder this growing sector. I spoke about the importance of the
Government taking a serious look at all of the issues that will
affect the music industry as we leave the EU, but also the
importance of improving art and cultural education in our
schools to ensure the talent pipeline doesn’t dry up.
Co-op Party Loneliness roundtable meeting

http://www.sharonhodgson.org/socialist_health_association_lab17_fringe_event_in_brighton

Macmillan Horizon Centre visit, Brighton

Sometimes it is good to get away from the conference
hall and fringe events and visit some of the excellent work
going on in the local communities whilst at Conference,
and I had the privilege of visiting Macmillan Cancer’s
Horizon Centre. The Centre provides therapeutic support
for cancer patients in a state-of-the-art facility, along with
fitness classes, benefit advice and emotional wellbeing
support, and is staffed by over 100 volunteers from all
walks of life. I enjoyed speaking with two of the
volunteers on my visit, who told me how fantastic the
centre was and we also chatted about how well
Conference was going.

Loneliness is an issue I have discussed in the past, and I was
honoured to be invited by my colleague Rachel Reeves MP to
speak at a roundtable event on loneliness and young people
organised by the Co-op Party and the Jo Cox Loneliness
Commission. Loneliness can affect us all at some point in our
lives and can seriously impact on our health and wellbeing. It
can especially affect young people, who are often forgotten
about when we discuss the issue of loneliness. Whilst young
people are now the most connected generation we have ever
seen, with mobile phones and social media, this does not
mean that big life changes – such as moving away from home
for the first time – don’t prove difficult. I discussed how it is
important that Government does more to address the issue of
loneliness but also how it falls on all of us, as individuals, to do
more to be supportive of those who may be suffering silently by
being a good neighbour to those who live alone for example.
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