
Currently, there are 590,000 people on Universal Credit and
many are reporting that they are struggling to make ends
meet whilst they wait for their payment, with debt and rent
arrears being driven up. 

Evidence has shown that 43% of claimants have not
received their payments on time.  That is six weeks without
money for simple necessities to live – food, bills and rent.
Some claimants have been threatened with eviction and
landlords are saying they will not take tenants who are on
Universal Credit. 

Here in Sunderland, Universal Credit will be in place by May
2018, but in Newcastle – where the policy is being trialled –
a report by the local council has shown a £1.2 million rise in
rent arrears and the Leader of the Council has described the
city as returning to the days of Cathy Come Home. 

As this policy rolls out in its current form, these problems will
only get worse.  The Government are far from eradicating
poverty, instead they are exacerbating the whole situation. 

Labour have been repeatedly putting pressure on the
Government to change course, including a complete pause
and fix of this policy.  But sadly, this has been met with
disdain from the Government and their MPs who refused to
even turn up to vote on this matter when it was brought
before the House. 

The Government must listen or they will oversee a significant
rise in poverty in our country; something we must be
eradicating as the norm in society, not having a renaissance
of a Dickensian-era society.

Sexual Harassment in Parliament.

It is deeply saddening to see over the last week such
horrible stories of sexual harassment and sexual assault
taking place in Parliament.  Sexual harassment should have
no place in any workplace and it is important that we stamp
it out across society.  Far more must be done to address the
reports of sexual harassment that have emerged and ensure
that victims are supported when they come forward. 

Universal Credit

This month, the Government has faced significant
criticism for its flagship welfare reforms: Universal
Credit. 

The original principle of Universal Credit – to make the
system simpler – is one that we can all support, however,
the reality is that the Government have made a mess of
these reforms. 

Ministers have put their heads in the sand and ignored the
growing evidence and calls to pause and fix this policy, but
instead they are pushing ahead with their planned roll-out. 

They are paying no attention to Parliament and our repeated
concerns or those of charities and campaigners worried that
these changes will push more and more people into poverty. 

By the end of the roll-out in March 2022, around 7 million
individuals are expected to be on Universal Credit.
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Caption: Sharon Hodgson MP backs Labour’s call for the Tory
Government to Pause and Fix Universal Credit.



Anti-Litter exhibition in Parliament
Litter is becoming an ever-more pressing issue across the
constituency and is something I pledged to address when I
was re-elected.  As part of that work, I have already become a
Vice-Chair of the APPG for Keep Britain Tidy but also meet
with organisations who do work across the country to address
this growing problem to learn what best practice can be
applied in Washington and Sunderland West.  This is why I
recently met with Hubbub to hear more about their innovative
and creative ways to tackle litter in London and inspire ideas for
how we do the same in our local area.

In and around the constituency

NEATEN exhibition, Gateshead
As the Chair of the APPG on Art, Craft and Design in
Education, I was pleased to be invited to the 10th birthday
celebration of NEATEN, a group of art teachers and educators
in the North East who regularly come together to share their
experiences, skills and concerns.  To celebrate, NEATEN in
collaboration with the BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art,
opened an exhibition of photographs taken by teachers and
educations of pupils in their classrooms.  I wish them the best
of luck for the next 10 years! 

Poppy Appeal Launch at the Galleries, Washington.

As Honorary President of the Washington Branch of the Royal
British Legion, it was an honour to help launch this year’s
Poppy Appeal with Washington’s Royal British Legion and the
Durham Light Infantry at the Galleries.  This is a time to show
our support for our fallen men and women, Veterans and those
who currently serve in our military. I encourage as many
constituents as possible to support the appeal and donate and
wear their poppy with pride.

This week, I wrote to the Council regarding the proposed
Rolton Kilbride gasification plant in Washington.
This proposed plant is concerning to many constituents,
and from listening to my constituents and doing my own
research, I have formally written to the Council to register my
objection to the planning application.  You can read more,
including my letter, on my website here:  
http://www.sharonhodgson.org/constituency_news
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In Parliament

At the Despatch Box

This month has been a busy one as Shadow Minister for
Public Health, with many debates in Parliament to
respond to.  Two of these debates were on the vaginal
mesh and the valproate scandals.  Both of these
scandals have affected women and their families
significantly, all because crucial information on potential
harm or side effects was not shared with them.  That is
why Labour has called for public inquiries into both to
fully understand why these scandals happened and to
ensure no one else is harmed by these failures again.
I also spoke in two other debates on the Tobacco Control
Plan and Vaping, and the need to ensure that we achieve
our goal of a smoke-free society and how Government
cuts to public health funding is undermining this vision. 

End Hunger UK National Conference

Each year, an important conference is held on how to
end hunger in our society and this year, I was honoured
to be invited to speak at End Hunger UK’s opening
plenary session on who has responsibility to end hunger.
This is an issue close to my heart and is something I
have campaigned on for many years now, from free
school meals to wider poverty issues.  What we need is
political will from ministers to stand up and address this
issue, rather than simply ignoring it. 
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