
Tories failing our NHS.

2018 marks the 70th birthday of our NHS, and what will
be a year of celebrations of just how important this
public service is to our country.

However, the beginning of this celebratory year has been
marred by yet another winter crisis and has shamefully
repeated the crisis that unfolded last year because of
continued underfunding, understaffing and
underappreciation of our NHS by the Tories. 

The festive period – just like the last one – was dotted with
stories of ambulances stuck outside of hospitals, patients
waiting on trolleys in A&E and Trusts urging patients not to
go to A&E due to the sheer pressure they were under. 

And this week, we saw the NHS delay all non-emergency
surgeries until the end of January so that hospitals could
cope better with the winter crisis.  This has left many people
in pain with little, or no, indication of when their operations
will be rearranged. 

It is clear that this is a crisis that
lays squarely at the feet of this
hapless Government and their
failure to support our NHS.
The Health Secretary has
simply brushed off all concerns
by saying this year’s crisis is a
comparative success on last
year’s crisis. 

There is no doubt that NHS
staff are working tirelessly
around the clock to ensure
patients receive the best
possible care, but without the
appropriate resources and time,

their effectiveness is greatly limited. 

The Government have repeatedly been warned about their
failures to act, and Labour have made clear that we would
continue to make the NHS and our nation’s health one of
our top priorities when in Government.

In the 70th year of our NHS, it is important that this vital
service is given the support and resources it so desperately
needs and remain committed to the core founding principles
of the NHS to be free at the point of use. 

This is not only crucial for patients now who rely upon these
services but future generations who should never see their
access to our health service diminished because this
Government has not invested properly in our world-
renowned service which is respected across the world. 

City of Culture
Like many, I was disappointed when Sunderland was pipped
at the post by Coventry for the title of City of Culture 2021.
I want to congratulate everyone involved in such a fantastic
campaign and the support shown by local people which
showed the culture and creativity our City has to offer and I
am excited for the future plans to continue showing our
vibrant creativity here in Sunderland and Washington.
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Above: Out campaigning for Labour’s National Campaign
Day.  We were out in Pennywell, delivering leaflets and talking
to constituents about their priorities for a better Britain.



against a “police officer”– which puts its life on the line to
protect us.  i.e. to give police dogs and horses the same status
as police officers here in the UK.  It was an honour to meet PC
Wardell and Finn the police dog, and hear about their story and
how it’s important that the law is changed and for me to show
my commitment to this legislative change. 

In the Constituency

Visit to Grindon Hall Christian School, Pennywell

I recently met with the Primary and Secondary School Councils
of Grindon Hall to talk about Parliament and my work as an
MP.  It was great to meet all the children who were very
enthusiastic about politics and democracy and had some great
questions for me.  I also met with the new Headteacher, Mrs
Maw to discuss future developments for the school in the
coming years. 

RLSS Don’t Drink and Drown campaign launch, Fatfield

As the Vice-Chair of the APPG on Water Safety and Drowning
Prevention, I was pleased to attend the launch of Royal Life
Saving Society’s (RLSS) “Don’t Drink and Drown” awareness
campaign in Fatfield, Washington.  The campaign warns
revellers to stay away from the water when under the influence
of alcohol.  I was honoured to meet Dave Irwin and spoke to
him about the tragic loss of his son Ross, who tragically fell and
drowned in the River Wear at Fatfield during the 2016 festive
period; and how we can better encourage water safety,
especially after a night out.
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In Parliament
At the despatch box

Hormone Pregnancy Tests Debate
Last month, I responded to a very important debate on
hormone pregnancy tests and joined cross-party calls for
a judge-led inquiry into the links between these tests and
birth defects.  This historic scandal has affected over 800
families; yet, a promised report into this scandal which
would have provided answers for the affected community
has left them more concerned than before, with still no
answers.  During the debate, the Minister assured myself
and Members from across Parliament that no options
were off the table; a promise I will be holding him to so
we can finally see justice for these families. 

Health Questions
At the last Health Questions of 2017, I highlighted that
there has been a 54% increase in children admitted to
hospital where malnutrition was a factor since the Tories
took office.  I asked the Minister to seriously look into this
growing problem but was left unassured.  Malnutrition
should be a thing of the past, not a reality of our present
day and I will be pushing the Government to act on this
in the coming months ahead.

WRNS 100 – Centenary of the formation of the
Women’s Royal Naval Service in Parliament

It was an honour to celebrate the centenary of the
formation of the Women’s Royal Naval Service in
Parliament last month. It was wonderful to meet women
who currently serve in the Royal Navy and hear their
stories.  I thank them, and all the women who came
before them, for their dedicated service.

APPG for Dog Welfare reception in Parliament
During the General Election, I committed to working with
campaigners to see Finn’s Law brought into statute, so
that attacks on service animals are not just seen as
criminal damage against property, but actual harm
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