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I recently met with Tim Loughton MP,
Jeremy Hunt MP, the Secretary of State
for Health, and Kym Marsh in Parliament
to discuss the next steps in fine-tuning
the Bill so this change in the law can be
enacted. Kym has been doing some
fantastic work with the Saying Goodbye
charity in raising the profile and
campaigning on this issue, as well as
breaking the taboo surrounding it
through a hard-hitting story line in ITV’s
Coronation Street last year.
L to R: Tim Loughton MP, Kym Marsh, Sharon Hodgson MP,
and Andy Clark-Coates of the Saying Goodbye Charity.
Baby Loss
I have been overwhelmed by the messages of love and
kindness I have received from people from across the
country and even from the Netherlands and Italy, in
relation to the speech I made in Parliament about the
loss of my baby daughter, Lucy.
Movingly, many people have got in touch with me to share
their own experiences of the heartbreak of losing a baby
and, like me, were distressed to find that they were unable
to register their birth and death because they were born
before the 24-week gestation threshold.
To the law, these babies did not officially exist. But to the
families who have felt the excitement of expecting a baby,
have felt the baby moving and have given birth, their baby
did exist. That is why something has to change, so that
no stillborn baby before 24 weeks is ever made to not
officially exist.
Tim Loughton MP’s Private Members’ Bill on Civil
Partnerships (Etc.) aims to do just that, which is why it is so
important, and something I passionately support.

20 years on, Lucy’s legacy lives through my work as an MP
and I hope that the Government will soon make this
important change so that families who have experienced this
tragedy know that, within the law, their baby officially
did exist.
Banking Fraud – Staying safe online.
There has been an increase in the targeting of pensioners
with investment scams. The Times reported recently that
nearly £200 million has been stolen by investment fraudsters
over the past year. I’ve written a blog post to warn
constituents about this and to also highlight the signs to
look out for and precautionary steps that can be taken.
If you have any doubt whatsoever that a firm you are talking
to is genuine or not, you should check the Financial
Conduct Authority’s register via its own website.
Rolton Kilbride letter
I have recently written a letter back to Mr Andrew Needham,
the Managing Director of Rolton Kilbride. I have outlined
further questions and asked for clarity regarding the
proposed plant. I don’t have any authority in the planning
process, but if any constituents write to me with their
concerns about the proposed ‘gasification’ plant, then I will
forward them onto the Local Planning Authority (LPA) at
Sunderland City Council for consideration, on their behalf.
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In Parliament
Debate responses
This month I participated in two important debates in
Westminster Hall, one on the issue of Free School
Meals eligibility and Universal Credit, and the other
was on the current situation of funding for GB
Basketball. As Shadow Public Health Minister, I also
responded to two debates from the despatch box;
one on the Cancer Strategy and the other on
presumed consent for Organ Donation.
Free school meals eligibility and universal credit
In my capacity as Chair of the School Food APPG, I
secured a debate on the Department for Education’s
current consultation around future eligibility for free school
meals under Universal Credit. During the debate, I raised
concerns with the proposed £7,400 threshold and the
Government’s mistaken estimate that 50,000 children will
benefit from these changes to eligibility. This is not the
case at all and could actually mean one million less
children having a Free School Meal.

of people who are currently waiting for an organ transplant now
and those who will be in the future.
Changing Places petition
I was pleased to show my support for the “Changing Places”
petition in Parliament recently with campaigners Lorna
Fillingham and Anna Wafula Stike MBE. The petition calls on
the Government to make Changing Places toilets compulsory in
new buildings, to ensure all people with disabilities have access
to the basic right of using a toilet. This campaign has been
raised with me by constituents locally concerned that the
Washington Galleries is one of the only places in the
constituency with an accessible toilet, and the fact it only
has one.
In and around the constituency
Votes for Women

GB Basketball

Basketball is a very diverse sport and provides social
benefits to players. Despite having a high participation
rate, funding for basketball remains low. I therefore called
on the Minister to fix the unfair funding situation, in order
to allow basketball to grow into a national and
international sport in this country.

I was very pleased to welcome Maureen James from the
Washington and Concord Women’s Institute (WI) and local
Councillor Jill Fletcher to my constituency office to discuss the
centenary of some women getting the right to vote in 1918.
Maureen presented me with a “votes for women” rosette, green
heart and a postcard for the WI “Show the love campaign”.

Cancer Strategy
Almost three years on from the publication of the Cancer
Strategy, we are still no closer to achieving many of its
important recommendations. I therefore called on the
Minister to commit to publish a detailed progress update
on each of the 96 cancer strategy recommendations by
the end of this financial year.
Organ Donation
I was pleased to speak in favour of an opt-out organ
donation system, as proposed in a Private Members’ Bill
tabled by my colleague Geoffrey Robinson MP. This was
a very important debate as this Bill could help thousands

Visit to the
Washington Arms
It was great to visit
the newly-refurbished
Washington Arms in
Washington Village
recently and speak
to area manager,
David and pub
manager, Wendy.
Pubs are at the heart
of our communities,
so need to be
supported. Pay it a
visit sometime.
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