
Free School Meals Debate
Having spent the past decade passionately campaigning
to expand the number of pupils eligible for Free School
Meals, I never thought I would see the day where I’d be
fighting attempts to take them away from those already
in receipt of them. 

Sadly, this is the position Labour Party Colleagues and I
found ourselves in after the Government announced plans to
restrict Free School Meals under Universal Credit (UC).
These plans will include the introduction of a £7,400 per-
annum earnings threshold for households in receipt of UC. 

The Children’s Society estimate that this new threshold
would create a “cliff-edge” for many families and would see
over 1 million children in poverty missing out on a free
school meal.  This is simply unacceptable and an indictment
on this Government’s record on children and poverty. 

A parent on UC, who has three children, earns just below
the £7,400 threshold is set to lose out on £1,200 in free
school meals if they work only a few more hours or get a
pay rise.  The family’s annual wages would have to increase
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from £7,400 to almost £11,000 to make
up for what they lost by rising above the
eligibility cliff edge. 

Unfortunately, Labour’s proposal to halt
these changes was voted down in the
House of Commons earlier this month.
However, the Lords recently passed a
motion calling on the Government to
postpone their proposals.  This gives the
Government an opportunity to think
again on their policy and consider how
all children living in poverty, including
those in working families, can be
guaranteed at least one decent meal
each day.

I am proud to have stood on a manifesto in 2017 that
committed to giving all children in primary schools in
England Free School Meals, regardless of their background
and I will continue my campaign until every child receives a
hot and healthy meal in the school dinner hall. 

Education funding decreasing, class sizes rising.
As a result of the Government’s funding cuts to
education, research shows that class sizes are rising in
the majority of secondary schools in our constituency.

Due to a shortfall of £500m a year to funding for 11–16
year-olds between 2015/16 and 2019/20, plus the deep
cuts to sixth form funding, in Washington and Sunderland
West, secondary schools now have an average of 1.4 more
students in every class.

We can’t stand back and let these cuts happen.  Children
and young people only get one chance of a school
education and we know that education cuts never heal.

I will continue to call on the Government to urgently address
the funding crisis and not continue to ignore these very
real problems. 

Sharon speaking in the debate in the Chamber, 2018.



World Book Day
On World Book Day this month I was honoured to give my
rendition of the Lambton Worm to a group of young people from
England and Wales in Parliament to celebrate and to share some
of our great folklore about the North East.

In and around the constituency
School visits

One of my favourite things to do as an MP is to visit schools and
speak to pupils, so I was thrilled to visit two schools in the
constituency this month: John F. Kennedy Primary School and
Red House Academy.  Pupils from both schools had some great
questions for me about politics and democracy, and I am keen to
support them in any way I can as their local MP.

Haskel Energy Systems, Sunderland

I visited the engineering company Haskel Energy Systems this
month and took a tour around their factory to see the world-class
hydrogen vehicle refuelling stations they make there.  It is great to
see a local manufacturing company really succeed in such an
upcoming market for high pressure equipment and pumps.

English Tourism Week
To mark English Tourism Week this month, I visited Washington
Wildfowl Park, a great day out for avid bird watchers and families.
It was great to see the hard work they are doing to conserve
wetlands and the animals that live there.  We have some fantastic
attractions in our area, so it is important that we visit and support
them so that they are available for others to enjoy in the future.
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In Parliament
Ovarian Cancer awareness month

This month marked Ovarian Cancer Awareness month.
As the Chair of the APPG on Ovarian Cancer, I was
proud to be a #TealHero to raise awareness of the
symptoms of ovarian cancer.

Defence Questions
During Defence questions, I asked the Minister to meet
with myself and the parents of Corporal Simon Miller, who
was one of the Red Caps murdered in Iraq in 2003.  I am
pleased that the Minister has now agreed to meet with us
to discuss this injustice.

Work and Pensions Questions
I asked the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
what the Government are doing to support the estimated
70,000 people who have been underpaid by her
Department in the last seven years.  I was deeply
disappointed with her response and will continue to
pursue an answer so that no-one is left out of pocket.

Cystic Fibrosis Westminster Hall Debate

In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health,
I responded to a Westminster Hall debate on the drug
Orkambi, which has been proven to help eight in twenty
people with Cystic Fibrosis.  Orkambi gives people with
Cystic Fibrosis more control over their lives and a greater
quality of life, yet the drug is not available for free on the
NHS.  I therefore urged the Minister to work with the
drugs company, Vertex, and NHS England to ensure
patients have access to this life transforming drug.
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