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Dear Sharon, 

 

Re: Rolton Kilbride Gasification Plant – Planning Application 

  

I refer to your letter to the Executive Director Economy and Place, Peter McIntyre, dated 1 
November 2017 regarding the above proposed development. In response to the concerns 
that you raise I wish to comment as follows.  
 
Due to the current early stage of this planning application which will require significant further 
assessment by officers and consultees, I am unable to provide a substantive reply to the 
majority of the issues which you have raised at this time.  However, I can assure you that 
your comments will be given careful consideration upon assessment of the application. 
 
Given that the pre-application process has been concluded, I can provide a response to this 
point and would advise that the Council encourages community consultation by applicants 
prior to the submission of planning applications, particularly in respect of those for large 
scale development or proposals which are likely to generate significant public interest, 
however the Council cannot insist that such consultation is undertaken, nor dictate the form 
or level such consultation must take.  Notwithstanding this, the current application is 
supported by a comprehensive Statement of Community Involvement which provides details 
of three phases of consultation which the applicant has undertaken prior to the submission of 
the application which include public exhibitions, circulation of information through a website, 
leaflet drop, local advertising and newsletters and details of 174 items of feedback.  This is 
considered to represent an appropriate and proportionate means of pre-application 
consultation. 
 
Once a formal submission is made, the Council, as Local Planning Authority, is required to 
publicise planning applications in accordance with its legislative duties, most notably those 
set out by the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015 and the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 2015.  I can 
confirm that the application has been publicised in accordance with such requirements. 
 
Whilst I am, unfortunately, unable to provide a more detailed response at this stage, I can 

assure you that this application will be thoroughly assessed by Council officers and 
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Members, having regard to your and all other representations.  Should you have any further 

queries please do not hesitate to contact the office for further assistance. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Peter McIntyre 

Executive Director of Economy and Place 


