
Windrush
Like many people, I have been truly appalled by the way in
which this Government has treated the Windrush
Generation.  It is inconceivable that this had been going on
for so long before someone finally took responsibility.
Although I welcomed the resignation of Home Secretary
Amber Rudd, questions still remain around the Prime
Minister’s role in this scandal.

Amber Rudd’s resignation should not act as a distraction
from Theresa May’s responsibility for this tragic state of
affairs.  It was under her watch that the “Hostile
Environment” policy was developed, and although this was
designed to target genuine illegal migrants only, it is now
clear that this culture driven by targets has had a
devastating impact on people who have given so much to
this country.  Sajid Javid has a lot to do to restore public
confidence in the Home Office, and ensure that anyone who
has been affected is compensated and re-assured of their
security in the UK. 

Food Bank Usage
Figures released this month by the Trussell Trust show that it
has provided record levels of “emergency food supplies”
over the last year.  Of the 1.3 million packages delivered,
484,000 were for children.  That so many children are reliant
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on the generosity of the public to ensure they get some
basic food and household items is a truly shocking
indictment of this Government’s record.  The Government
responded with their, now expected but still shameful, claim
that “the reasons why people use food banks are complex.”
If they cannot even acknowledge the problem, then what
chance is there of them attempting to fix it?

I have consistently warned of the impacts that many of the
Government’s welfare policies will have, including the
disastrous changes to Free School Meal eligibility.  We must
not allow such high levels of food bank usage to become
the norm, we need a Labour Government that will ensure
people have the resources they need to live with dignity.

Austerity and Life Expectancy
In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health,
I recently responded to a Westminster Hall Debate on
Austerity and Life Expectancy.  Shockingly, life expectancy in
England and Wales has flat-lined since 2011, despite it
previously always increasing on a gradual basis.
The Conservative and Lib-Dem Coalition Government, and
the current Conservative Government are responsible for a
huge number of cuts to our NHS, Social Care, and Public
Health Services.

We are now seeing the long-term consequences of such
drastic levels of under-funding, and it is having an impact on
not only our quality of life, but the length of it too.  The
difference in healthy life expectancy between the South East
and the North East is 6.2 years for men and 6.8 years for
women.  This is the unfortunate reality of policies driven by
an ideological pursuit of austerity, rather than by a desire to
deliver a welfare state and public services that have the
resources they need.

Local Elections
Congratulations to all our Labour Councillors who were
elected yesterday.  The results show that people in
Sunderland, and across the country, are not willing to put up
with Tory austerity any longer.  We must now continue this
enthusiasm in preparation for a future General Election
– whenever that might be!

Sharon has been busy this month sharing our new W&SW CLP
Members’ Manual with our Leader Jeremy Corbyn and

members of the Shadow Cabinet and Front Bench.  Jeremy
sends special thanks to our CLP Secretary, Kevin Roddy.



Teacher Prize Winner Andria Zafirakou.  The project, organised by
STEAM Co. founder Nick Corston, will tour the country with
weeklong visits to key regions, cities, communities and festivals
across the UK this summer term to share a love of Art, creativity
and tech.

Meeting with Mr Miller and Tobias Ellwood MP
Following my oral question to the Defence Minister last month,
I joined my constituent, Mr Miller, in a meeting with the Defence
Minister, Tobias Ellwood, to discuss the brutal murder of his son,
Red Cap, Corporal Simon Miller in 2003.  The meeting was very
positive and I welcomed the offer to meet again with the Minister
and Mr Miller in the future to discuss this very important issue
further, so that the family of Corporal Miller can someday
receive justice.

In and around the constituency

Visit to Lansbury Court Care Home, Castletown
On National Care Home Open Day, I visited Lansbury Court Care
Home to see the excellent care they provide for the residents and
also the effort that the staff take to ensure all the residents are
happy and entertained. The care home was lovely and all the staff
should be so proud of the work they do and the care they provide.

Northern TUC Women’s Group Meeting

It was a pleasure to speak at the Northern TUC’s Women’s Group
meeting to discuss getting more women into politics, the
campaign on vaginal mesh implants and the work currently being
done to change the law on stillborn babies. These are all matters
very close to my heart and it was great to speak to so many
brilliant women from across the North East.

Meeting students at Sunderland College
It was great to meet with
Sunderland College Council,
I hugely enjoyed our
discussion about the
fairvote16 campaign, the
upcoming local elections,
and women’s representation.
There was also a very lively
Q&A covering a wide range
of topics and concerns.

Sharon Hodgson MP, Washington & Sunderland West Constituency

Units 1 & 1A, Vermont House, Vermont Road, Concord, Washington,

Tyne & Wear NE37 2SQ

Tel. 417 2000

Website: www.sharonhodgson.org     E-mail: info(a)sharonhodgson.org    Twitter: @SharonHodgsonMP

In Parliament

In the Commons Chamber
In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health, I
have responded to a number of important debates in the
Chamber in the past month; the first was on Vaginal
Mesh followed by a debate on Cancer Treatments. I have
also responded to a Westminster Hall debate on
extending the HPV vaccination to boys.

Cancer Treatments debate

I felt privileged to be able to respond to the cancer
treatments debate and pay tribute to the incredible Tessa
Jowell, who was diagnosed with a high grade brain
tumour last year. Her bravery and strength are an
inspiration. Even at such a difficult time for her and her
family, the courage she has shown in campaigning to
help those that follow, has been overwhelming. I am
confident that Tessa’s campaign to help those with brain
tumours will be her ultimate lasting legacy.

Surgical Mesh debate
During this debate, I shared the personal experiences of
my mam, who, like thousands of women around the
country, has been suffering for years with painful
symptoms following use of mesh in a procedure. It is
unacceptable that so many men and women have been
left to suffer because of a cheap and quick medical
procedure that they believed would relieve them of their
problems. I have been calling on the Government to
suspend the use of surgical mesh, so that it can be
properly reviewed and investigated.

HPV Vaccination debate
The HPV Vaccination programme currently excludes
boys, but the diseases HPV can cause affect both men
and women.  I therefore called on the Government to
work with the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation, to ensure that both boys and girls can be
vaccinated in order to prevent disease.

#SummerOfLoveArt UK Tour Launch
On the 30th of April I was very pleased to host the launch
of the #SummerOfLoveArt UK Tour, along with Global
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