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Hill Centre, Town End Farm or Downhill. This means that
the people who will be most affected by the proposed
changes may not be able to participate in the consultation.
Unfortunately, I have no more sway over the consultation
than local residents do, but I will be meeting with David
Gallagher, the Chief Officer of Sunderland CCG, in the
coming weeks ahead to discuss my concerns and will be
making representations on behalf of my constituents.

Sharon in the Chamber for her Adjournment Debate
“Enforcement action by the Environment Agency in Washington
and Sunderland West”, on behalf of Teal Farm residents.
Threat to NHS Urgent Care Centres
Sunderland NHS Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
recently launched a public consultation on urgent care
centres in the city. Two of the three centres that will be
affected by the new proposals are here in our
constituency - Bunny Hill and Washington.
Like many constituents, I am concerned and frustrated by
the hasty appearance of this consultation. Sadly, the closing
down of urgent care centres is something that has
happened in other communities around the country, and is a
shameful symptom of the Conservative Government’s
punishing austerity measures.
What is yet more disappointing about this situation is that
out of the nine proposed public meetings, only three of them
are outside of typical working hours (after 5pm), with just
one starting at 6pm. This means that many working people
will not be able to participate in these extremely important
conversations about their own vital local NHS services.
Constituents may also find it difficult to attend the public
meetings, as none of them will be taking place in the Bunny

In the meantime, constituents should participate in the
consultation by either attending the public discussions or
completing the online survey, details of which can be found
online at this web address: www.sunderlandccg.nhs.uk/
get-involved/urgent-care-services/public-consultationget-involved
Teal Farm, Washington - Adjournment Debate
For more than two years now, or perhaps even longer,
residents and local Councillors from the Teal Farm area have
been raising concerns with me about ongoing environmental
problems, particularly in relation to the neighbouring
industrial estate and waste processing cluster.
I recently secured an adjournment debate in the House of
Commons, entitled “Enforcement action by the Environment
Agency in Washington and Sunderland West” in order to
highlight the experiences of local residents, and urge the
Government to consider extending the powers of the
Environment Agency so that it can actually do the job that it
is there to do. I proposed new powers for environment
officers to be able to issue on-the-spot fines to
environmental offenders and irresponsible businesses.
Some of the personal stories that I was able to share in the
debate were truly awful, including one resident who was
unable to leave their windows open during the summer due
to the sheer number of flies that would invade his house.
I will be keeping a close eye on this situation, and if it
has not improved, then I will be following up with
the Minister.
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In Parliament
In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health,
I responded to two debates in Westminster Hall on behalf
of the Opposition. I was also successful in the shuffle for
two ministerial questions.
70th Anniversary of the NHS and Public Health debate

the nutrients they need in order to reduce the risk of NTDs.
Women & Equalities Questions
I was pleased that the Minister said that the Government are
looking into treating domestic abuse as a health priority and will be
investing funding to ensure that all hospitals in their A&E and
maternity units will have onsite domestic abuse support workers.
In and around the constituency
Visit to Sunderland University

It was a genuine honour and privilege to respond to a
debate on the 70th Anniversary of our NHS and public
health. We should be incredibly proud of our NHS, but
successive Conservative Governments have starved it of
the vital funding it needs. The Labour Party will always
fight to keep our NHS free from privatisation, it should be
publicly provided, free at the point of use.
Education Questions

I was delighted to be asked to be a keynote speaker at Sunderland
University Spotlight on Public Health event, to speak about my
Shadow Ministerial role and the importance of public health services
in the North East. It was great to speak with the students and
experts, and I look forward to working with them in the future.
Community Acquired Brain Injury Service (CABIS)
I met with CABIS, who offer support and services in Sunderland &
Gateshead for those who have suffered from a brain injury and their
families. I was informed that the services are in an uncertain
position with the possibility of closure. I have tabled a question to
the Minister on this subject and written to Sunderland CCG to
express my concerns at the possible closure of this very important
and necessary service. I will be monitoring this issue very closely.
Visit to Red House Academy, Sunderland

During Education questions, I asked the Minister as I’m
Chair of the APPG on Art, Craft and Design how the new
Government funding for arts will benefit a majority of
children who have been missing out due to funding cuts.
I will continue to put pressure on the Government to
ensure that funding is given to schools so that all children
receive an arts education, and not just a privileged few.
Fortified Flour debate
Folic acid is a very important nutrient, especially for
women of childbearing age, as it helps to lower the risk of
Neural Tube Defects (NTDs) such as Spina Bifida. Whilst
the Government currently recommends that women take
folic acid supplements on a voluntary basis, a survey
showed that 91% of women had a red blood cell folate
level below the level estimated to lower the risk of NTDs.
Fortifying flour with folic acid will ensure that women get

I was honoured to be asked to attend the inauguration of the
Student Voice President at Red House Academy to meet with the
candidates and say a few words at the ceremony. Congratulations
to Amy who won the election. I look forward to hearing about all
her hard work over the coming year, and also Ben and Connor who
will be supporting Amy as Committee Chairs.
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