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would lead to increased
traffic on roads in and around
our local area. This will bring
additional air and noise
pollution, as well as making
access for residents
potentially more difficult.
I remain committed in my
opposition to these
proposals. I will continue to
monitor this issue closely,
and keep residents updated
on any further developments.
Sharon and Andrew Gwynne MP with local residents at
Sulgrave, demonstrating against the proposed plant.
“No Monster Incinerator” rally
I was delighted to be joined by Labour’s Shadow Secretary
of State for Communities and Local Government, Andrew
Gwynne MP, and local residents and campaigners recently,
to say “no” to plans for a so-called Monster incinerator to be
built at Hillthorn Park. The strength of feeling within the local
community on this issue cannot be underestimated. Towards
the end of last year over 9,000 people signed a petition
opposing these plans by the developer Rolton Kilbride,
and many residents turned out to join Andrew and I at
the protest.
The type of technology that will be used at the proposed
plant is still not known, and constituents are rightly
concerned for a number of reasons. Firstly, it is
unreasonable to expect people to be comfortable with plans
for a large facility such as this to be built on their doorstep,
without knowing what exactly it will be. Secondly, they are
worried about the environmental and health risks associated
with living next to a plant that will be processing vast
quantities of waste and emitting fumes.
Finally, the prospect of regular deliveries in large lorries

Sunderland Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
Consultation on Urgent Care
As many people will know, the Sunderland CCG has been
running a consultation on the future of Urgent Care.
Throughout the period in which the consultation was
running, I joined many local people in registering my
opposition to the closure of any centres as part of future
plans. Indeed, I was delighted to welcome Jonathan
Ashworth MP, the Shadow Secretary of State for Health &
Social Care, to our constituency to campaign on this issue,
and I thank him for the support that he showed in opposing
these plans.
Before the consultation period closed, I wrote to David
Gallagher, the Chief Officer of Sunderland CCG to lay out in
detail my concerns and feedback. The consultation has now
closed, and I understand that the CCG has now rescheduled some of the feedback events that had been
planned, in order to provide residents with information that
was collected in the consultation.
I hope to attend one of these sessions, and will be ensuring
that as many people as possible know about them. The
future of Urgent Care Centres in our constituency is an
absolutely crucial issue for me and my constituents and I will
stand firm against any potential closures.

Some highlights
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Labour Party Conference and Labour’s Women’s
Conference, 2018
Labour Party Conference and Labour Women’s
Conference took place this year in Liverpool. I was
delighted to attend, with our delegates, Beth RoddyJones and Alex Samuels, along with thousands of other
members, campaigners and stakeholders. Conference is
a very busy time for everyone and below is a summary of
some of the events I attended and participated in.

Northern Health Science Alliance (NHSA) and the
Social Market Foundation (SMF) fringe meeting on
health inequalities

Valuable meetings included Northumbrian Water, Nexus,
The Children’s Society, Terrence Higgins Trust, British
Medical Association, The British Lung Foundation, Wave
Trust, and Labour Party Members’ Welcome Reception.
UK Music – Securing Future Music Talent fringe event
It was fantastic to join Dr Luke Mumford, Nigel Keohane, Dr
Hakim Yadi OBE, and Luciana Berger MP to talk about how we
can we reduce regional health inequalities. In my capacity as
the Shadow Minister for Public Health, this is something that I
have been focussing on. It cannot be right, that in 2018, for
where you live to have such has a serious impact on the length
of time that you may expect to live. Indeed, increases in life
expectancy in the UK has come to a halt since 2010 – when
the Coalition Government came into power – and in some
areas has begun to decrease. If we are to tackle regional
health inequalities, then what we need is investment in the
North and our public health services need to be properly
financed so that people can live healthier lives.
National Deaf Children’s Society meeting
During the Conference, I joined Steve Rotheram, Mayor
of Liverpool City Region, Michael Dugher, UK Music,
Kevin Brennan MP, Vanessa Reed, PRS Foundation and
Horace Trubridge, General Secretary of the Musician’s
Union on a fringe event panel to discuss a recent report
by UK Music on how we can secure the future of
music talent.
As the Co-Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Music, this is an issue that I am extremely
passionate about. The music industry, among other
creative industries, is booming, but there is concern
about how we can ensure that it has a sustainable future.
A key aspect of this, is the provision of creative subjects
in education.
Many schools are struggling to offer creative subjects due
to financial pressures, and a focus on ‘core subjects’ as a
result of the Ebacc. I believe that creative subjects
should form an integral part of all children’s education,
not just because of the long term benefits that they can
bring to the economy, but because they hold inherent
value in their own right.

Several constituents have written to me recently about the
National Deaf Children’s Society and some of their campaigns.
It was therefore a pleasure to meet with representatives from
the National Deaf Children’s Society and a young deaf
campaigner, Ella, to talk about the future of deaf children’s
education in our region. Ella and I discussed key issues
affecting deaf children, including vital education funding and the
gap in attainment between deaf children and their hearing
peers throughout the North East. The meeting comes as deaf
children’s services across the country face cuts of £4 million
this year.
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