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would be disastrous for our country and particularly
manufacturing in the North East.
Ticketing campaign

This month I helped to launch the M.E. awareness light-up, in
Sunderland, where monuments were lit up blue for the charity.
Brexit and Tory Leadership
Theresa May has finally accepted that there is no way for her
to get her bad Brexit deal through Parliament and taken the
decision to resign as leader of the Conservative Party.
Despite the lofty ambitions she set out when she became
Prime Minister, she leaves behind a terrible legacy. One not
only shaped by her inability to deliver Brexit, but by her
Government’s awful record on many important issues in our
society. To take just one example, the End Child Poverty
coalition recently released new statistics which found that
half a million more children are having their lives blighted by
poverty today than at the start of the decade, with the figure
now standing at 4.1million; two thirds of which are growing
up in working households. In some constituencies across
the UK, more than 50% of children are living in poverty, and
in our constituency that figure stands at 39% – a shocking
consequence of almost ten years of Tory austerity.
The continued uncertainty over Brexit looks set to dominate
politics for months to come as the Conservative Party
engages a leadership contest in which a small number of
Tory members will choose our next Prime Minister. Many of
the candidates are already trying to out-do each other on
their “Hard Brexit” or “No-Deal” credentials, outcomes that

Millions of people around the world will have tuned into the
Champions League Final between Liverpool and Tottenham,
along with the many thousands who made the journey to
Madrid to enjoy the experience live. Unfortunately, as with
many of these high-profile events, some trying to attend
found out upon arrival that the tickets they had purchased
were fraudulent. There were concerning reports that officials
were ejecting some fans with fake tickets, including some
Liverpool fans who claimed they had paid up to £5,000 for
them. This is an issue that I am continuing to campaign on.
In May, I chaired a meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Ticket Abuse with a focus on ticketing in sports.
We heard from representatives from football, rugby, cricket
and horseracing about the challenges they face with regards
to ticketing. Following this, a cross-party letter was sent to
the Secretary of State for Digital, Media and Sport urging
him to ensure that all the relevant agencies are sustainably
funded to enforce the current consumer legislation, that
I and others played a huge part in getting onto the
statute book.
Debate on North East Industrial Strategy
I recently took part in a Westminster Hall debate
on the Industrial Strategy in the North East, highlighting the
limited progress of the regional Strategic Economic Plan; we
still lag far behind the rest of the country economically and in
employment. I spoke about the damaging effect on our
manufacturing industries of the Tory leadership candidates
using the prospect of a no-deal Brexit for personal gain. I
also outlined the Labour Party’s shared goal that the
environment should be at the heart of sustainable
development to ensure our communities are able to endure
any political or economic turbulence. This includes for
example, promoting Nissan’s investment in electric vehicles,
or expanding the Metro to Washington to provide people
with greener modes of transport.
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#LoveOurColleges meeting with students, Sunderland

In Parliament
Acquired Brain Injury Reception

I was delighted to join Kim Hunter from Headway
Wearside at a recent reception in Parliament on Acquired
Brain Injuries. My Parliamentary colleague Chris Bryant
MP has been doing some fantastic work on this issue,
and I share his commitment to making changes for
people with brain injury by improving access to neurorehabilitation for adults and children. The event itself was
a huge success, with many people with a lived
experience of brain injury attending as well as charities,
support groups and those working as clinicians
and academics.

As part of this year’s #LoveOurColleges month, I joined Bridget
Phillipson MP and Julie Elliott MP on a panel at an event
organised by Sunderland College. Over the last ten years,
colleges have had to deal with an average funding cut of 30%,
whilst at the same time, costs have increased dramatically.
Cuts to the Adult Education budget mean that there are fewer
skilled people in sectors that are vital to economic success,
both now and in the future. This also means that fewer adults
are able to learn core skills. At the last General Election Labour
committed to tackle the recruitment and retention crisis and to
introduce free, lifelong education in further education colleges
as well as pledging to bring funding for 16 to 18-year-olds in
line with Key Stage 4 baselines and to restore the Education
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) for 16 to 18-year-olds from
lower and middle income backgrounds.
Abandoned trolleys in Washington roundtable meeting

In and around the constituency
Google Digital Garage “I Am Remarkable” Session

Google recently launched a new digital skills training hub
in Sunderland, the Google Digital Garage. I was
delighted to attend the opening of the centre in May
along with Bridget Phillipson MP, Julie Elliott MP, and
representatives from Sunderland City Council. I know
that the hub will provide some amazing opportunities for
people in Sunderland and the wider North East, giving
people and businesses the skills they need for the future.
As part of the programmes they are running, I recently
spoke to participants of an “I am Remarkable” session
about my journey into politics and how we can empower
women and underrepresented groups to celebrate their
achievements in the workplace.

In my March report you may recall I took part in a litter pick
with Councillors for the #GreatBritishSpringClean where we
found a staggering 40 abandoned trolleys in the Blackfell area
and I planned to campaign on this issue. I arranged a meeting
with various stakeholders, including Councillors, Keep
Washington Tidy, Washington Clean & Green, Sunderland City
Council, Gentoo, ASDA, Aldi and Trolleywise, an organisation
who run a scheme supermarkets can participate in to collect
and return abandoned trolleys. The meeting was very
productive, with a lot of information shared and ideas
discussed. It was encouraging to have so many people
together in agreement about the significant blight abandoned
trolleys cause and with positive and constructive ideas on how
the problem can be tackled. I soon hope to raise the issue in
Parliament in a debate to ask the Government what more can
be done to support communities like ours with this problem.
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