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environment and their health. The planning application was
rightly rejected in July last year by the local planning and
highways committee. However, the application is up for
appeal and that process will start on 18 February. I plan to
make strong representations against the appeal. I have
already written to the Planning Inspectorate and the National
Planning Casework Unit to request that, in the event that the
application is approved, the Secretary of State recovers the
appeal. If that request is approved, it will then give the
Secretary of State the final say on the application, which I will
lobby him strongly to reject.

Sharon Hodgson MP signs the book of commitment
on Holocaust Memorial Day, 2020.
Gasification plant appeal
I have long opposed the planning application for a proposed
gasification plant at Hillthorn Park. Since the initial
application was submitted to Sunderland City Council in
2017, around 10,800 people have signed petitions in
opposition. I recently presented one of them to the House of
Commons and recently spoke on behalf of my constituents
in a Westminster Hall Debate on the issue. I have also
secured another Westminster Hall debate which will take
place on Tuesday 11th February. I want to thank all the local
residents, local Councillors and campaigners who have
tirelessly fought against the plans and been integral to the
success in opposing them that we have had so far. In my
time as a Member of Parliament, I have never seen one
issue unite so many constituents. They are rightfully
concerned about the potential negative impacts on our local

Public meetings
I was delighted to be re-elected as the Member of Parliament
for our constituency, and I am proud of my record in standing
up for all my constituents. I will always do everything in my
power to make your voices heard. Over the coming weeks
and months, I will be holding a series of public meetings that
will take place in every area of the constituency. These
meetings will be open for all constituents to attend and focus
on local issues in the area in which they take place. Details of
all the meetings will be available on my website once
confirmed. If you have a suggestion for a topic for a future
meeting to focus on then please either call my office on:
0191 417 2000, or email me on: hodgsons@parliament.uk
Update on the Labour leadership election
The elections for Leader and Deputy Leader of the Labour
Party are now well under way. We are currently at the stage
in the process in which affiliate organisations and CLPs
(Constituency Labour Parties) can make nominations for who
they think will be best in the roles. For the leadership election,
Keir Starmer, Lisa Nandy and Rebecca-Long Bailey have
enough nominations and will therefore be on the final ballot,
whereas Emily Thornberry will need to secure the support of
more CLPs to reach that stage. For the Deputy Leadership,
Angela Rayner, Dawn Butler, Richard Burgon and Ian Murray
have enough nominations and will be on the final ballot,
whereas Rosena Allin-Khan will need to secure the support
of more CLPs. I look forward to working with whoever wins
to rebuild trust in our Party and ensure that we do everything
we can to hold the Government to account.
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RSPCA Generation Kind reception

In Parliament
Company Shop reception in Parliament

In September 2018, I was delighted to officially open the
Company Shop store in Washington. The Company
Shop redistributes surplus stock to members in food
manufacturing, our NHS, and emergency services,
preventing good food from going to waste. It was
therefore a pleasure to say a few words at the launch of
their Sustainability Report in Parliament a few weeks ago.
Education Questions on Free School Meals
In my time as a Member of Parliament, I have been a
passionate campaigner for Free School Meals and issues
relating to food poverty. During Education Questions, I
asked the Minister if the Government would extend Free
School Meals to all Primary School Children.
Unfortunately, despite acknowledging the importance of
Free School Meals, she did not commit to any extension
of Free School Meals or even the continuation of
Universal Infant Free School Meals which I am worried
may be under threat.

At a recent Parliamentary reception hosted by the Royal
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA),
I pledged to support their #GenerationKind campaign, which
commits to teaching young people how to care for animals and
wildlife. We all have a duty to ensure that the next generation
are kind and compassionate to animals.
Health Question on PrEP

Keep Britain Tidy campaign reception

Every year, the Keep Britain Tidy campaign organises the
‘Great British Spring Clean’ which I take part in,
encouraging people to take collective action and transform
our country for the better. The ‘Great British Spring Clean’
is about demonstrating that you love where you live, by
pledging to litter pick whilst walking the dog or on the way
to the shops, hosting a clean-up, or joining one that
someone else has organised. I will be supporting the
campaign again this year. You can find more information
on the campaign by visiting: https://bit.ly/2vN3v6s

There are only 10 weeks to go until the routine commissioning
of PrEP is supposed to begin and yet there is no further clarity
on what financial support Local Authorities will receive in order
to deliver it. PrEP is a hugely important preventative drug that
will help us reach our goal of no new HIV transmissions by
2030. During Health Questions, I pressed the Government to
provide more information on how they are going to support
Local Authorities. You can see that question here:
https://bit.ly/2Ov0YUX
Holocaust Memorial Day
I was honoured to attend the moving UK Ceremony for
Holocaust Memorial Day marking 75 years since the liberation
of Auschwitz. At the ceremony, we heard testimonies from
survivors of the Holocaust and other recent genocides. I also
signed the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Book of Commitment
in Parliament (pictured on front page), re-affirming my
commitment to learning the lessons of the Holocaust, and
standing up against hate and prejudice today.
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