
Coronavirus Update

I know that people will continue to be worried about the
health risk and financial impact of Coronavirus.  On the 23rd
June, the Prime Minister announced changes to lockdown
measures that would apply from the 4th July.

The Government has provided information on what you will
and won’t be able to do from the 4th of July which you can
find here: https://bit.ly/38iSSHJ

Any unlocking of restrictions carries risks.  It must be
phased, managed and carefully planned.  It needs to be
based on scientific evidence, properly communicated and
accompanied by robust test, track and trace systems.
There must also be support for local councils and
communities to respond quickly and decisively if there are
any fresh outbreaks, such as in Leicester.  At times, the
Government has been too slow throughout the health crisis
– we cannot afford for them to be too slow on the economic
crisis.  To protect our economy, we need action now on
jobs, and that is why Labour has been calling for a ‘Back to
Work Budget’ that focuses on protecting jobs, helping
people back into work, and working with the private sector
to ensure British people are well-placed for the high-skilled
jobs of the future.  We know that too many jobs are in
danger and we need the Government to act now. 
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Armed Forces Day, 2020
As the Shadow Minister for
Veterans, I was proud to join
the Leader of the Labour Party,
Keir Starmer MP and Shadow
Secretary of State for Defence,
John Healey MP, on Armed
Forces Day, in a virtual
roundtable discussion with
people from the armed-forces
community, to discuss the
value of our serving personnel,
veterans and their families to

our society, and also what they want to see from a future
Labour Government. 

The meeting marked the re-launch of Labour Friends of the
Forces. You can find out more about them here:
https://bit.ly/2VwQZC1

Health Question
During Health
Questions, I asked
the Secretary of
State for Health &
Social Care, Matt
Hancock MP, if he
would set out a
plan to support
Local Authorities
to implement local lockdowns when needed, including
providing them with all the resources they need.
He responded with just one word: “Yes.”
A local lockdown has now had to be implemented in
Leicester due to concerningly high cases.  Despite Matt
Hancock confidently assuring me that Local Authorities would
have what they needed in such a scenario, I understand that
the Government’s response to the situation in Leicester has
left people anxious and confused.  I am concerned that
Ministers were too slow to provide Leicester City Council with
the information and data that is essential to tackling the virus
at a local level.  I believe lessons must be learned, for if and
when this happens in other places.

Labour’s Shadow Defence Team virtual discussion
with Keir Starmer, to celebrate Armed Forces Day, 2020



discussions from those meetings to form a submission to the
Labour Party National Policy Forum.  Our recent meetings have
featured contributions from: the Shadow Secretary of State for
Work and Pensions - Jonathan Reynolds MP; and the Shadow
Health Minister - Justin Madders MP.   I do hope to have more
MPs joining for future meetings in the weeks and months
to come.

If you’re a member of the Labour Party and would like more
information, please contact me, or our CLP Secretary Kevin
Roddy, whose contact details are on your membership card. 

Black Lives Matter protests
I know that we were all shocked by the death of George Floyd
in the US. That tragic event must be the catalyst for change
across the world.  This means recognising the deep hurt that
so many black people in our country have spoken so
powerfully about and setting out steps for meaningful action
against racism and inequality.  We must all take the action that
we can to dismantle the structural and institutional practices
that entrench racism in our society. The Government must not
only acknowledge these injustices but act on them too.
I would therefore like to see a race equality strategy that sets
out plans to reduce the structural inequalities and institutional
racism faced by black people and other ethnic minorities in
Britain.  Black lives matter, and we must stand together to build
a better society.
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Meeting with TUC Northern

I was delighted to meet with the Northern branch of the
Trades Union Congress alongside other Labour MPs. 
We discussed lessons learned from the pandemic
regarding workers’ rights and I highlighted some of the
worst practices of some agencies.  As more and more
people return to work, it is vital that steps are taken to
ensure their safety when they do so.  I will continue to
support workers in my constituency, many of whom have
contacted me throughout this crisis. 

School Meals Campaign & LACA Meeting

As Chair of the APPG on School Food, I was delighted to
join LACA for a webinar about the current challenges
around school food and also future challenges.  I will
continue to campaign to ensure that children who are
entitled to free school meal provision can access it.
This includes children with No Recourse to Public Funds
(NRPF); I have been urging the Government to update
the guidance on their website after the maximum income
threshold for families with NRPF was increased due to
concerted campaigning.  The guidance was finally
updated this week after at least a month of me pointing
out it was still incorrect.  I will continue to campaign on
the issue of school food, as no child should be
going hungry.

CLP National Policy Forum (NPF) Zoom meetings
Washington & Sunderland West Constituency Labour
Party (CLP) has been holding a number of virtual
meetings to discuss aspects of Labour’s policy platform
for the next manifesto.  The meetings have been
extremely interesting, and the CLP have used the
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