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to assure you that I am doing everything I can to get as much
information from Government as possible. It is vitally
important that everyone plays their part in reducing infection
rates and protecting our NHS by adhering to these measures.
If any constituents are experiencing problems related to
coronavirus, including with testing, please contact me on
sharon.hodgson.mp@parliament.uk.

Angela Rayner joins Washington & Sunderland West Zoom call.
Coronavirus update
The situation with coronavirus remains very serious in our
region of the North East, with high case numbers. Local
restrictions have been tightened slightly, and new nationwide
guidance has also been introduced, but please note the
local measures override the national measures.
Local lockdown regulations now ban the following:
• Hosting people you do not live with in your home or
garden, unless they’re in your support or childcare bubble;
• Meeting people you do not live with in their home or
garden, whether inside or outside the affected local areas,
unless they’re in your support or childcare bubble;
• Socialising with people who you do not live with in indoor
settings, whether inside or outside of the affected local
areas, unless they’re in your support or childcare bubble.
Full details on the local restrictions can be found here:
https://bit.ly/2G6suaE
Full details on national guidance can be found here:
https://bit.ly/2SbVobC
I know that this is a difficult time for many people, and I want

Defence Questions
During Defence Questions, in my position as Shadow Minister
for Veterans, I asked the Government why a review was taking
place into the Wigston review, which was published in July
last year. The Wigston review investigated inappropriate
behaviours in the armed forces and was an extremely
important piece of work. I understand from the Government’s
response that the Danuta Gray review will now take place to
investigate the implementation of the Wigston review’s
recommendations, and I look forward to the findings of that.
You can see my question, and the response in full here:
https://bit.ly/2ShBdJr
CLP Zoom meeting with Angela Rayner MP
In recent weeks, Washington and Sunderland West Labour
Party have been hearing from members of the Shadow
Cabinet at regular online meetings. At the most recent event I
was delighted to welcome my good friend, and Deputy Leader
of the Labour Party, Angela Rayner MP to speak. I know
those who attended will have greatly enjoyed her contribution,
although curtailed due to votes in the House, and will be
looking forward to additional speakers in the coming weeks.
Labour Connected
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Labour Party
conference was unable to take place as usual this year.
Instead, the party put together a full programme of virtual
events called Labour Connected. I was pleased to be able to
join some of those events, including a roundtable on mental
health. During the programme, the leader of the Labour Party,
Keir Starmer, set out his vision for Britain to be the “best place
to grow up in and the best place to grow old in,” as he vowed
that Labour will be the party of opportunity, family and
security. You can see that speech in full here:
https://bit.ly/3iqu8kw
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APPG School Food Meeting (NRPF Question)

APPG Ticket Abuse
I recently chaired a meeting of the All-Party Group on Ticket
Abuse, where we were joined by the Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA) to hear about their work on secondary
ticketing websites. Work like this is vital to protect consumers
from the abuses of the secondary ticket market from
companies such as Viagogo, and allow them to attend the
events they love, whilst also protecting our creative industries,
which are already under financial pressures as a result
of Covid-19.
Early Years policy review

At the latest meeting of the APPG on School Food, I
heard from stakeholders from across the sector about
children’s access to food during the Coronavirus Crisis.
This is an issue I have been pressing the Government on.
During a Petitions Committee debate, I asked Ministers to
provide free school meals to the thousands of children
whose families’ immigration status means they have no
access to public funds, and that includes Free School
Meals. Urgent action must be taken to make sure that no
child falls through gaps in our safety net and
goes hungry.
Visit to Veterans in Crisis Sunderland (VICS)

Throughout this crisis, many parents have been concerned
about the effect of lockdown upon the development and
wellbeing of their young children. This month, I began work
with colleagues from across Parliament on a Government
review of early years policy, chaired by Andrea Leadsom, which
will report to the Prime Minister on how we can give babies the
best possible start in life, particularly in the aftermath of the
Coronavirus crisis. This is an issue close to my heart, and I am
proud to have been asked as only one of only two Labour MPs
to sit on this review, and I hope that our group can have a real
impact on the early years agenda in England.

It was a pleasure to visit Veterans in Crisis Sunderland
recently, to talk to local veterans about their experiences
of transitioning, forces pensions, and mental health
support for armed forces personnel. Our armed forces
do so much for us, and the Government has a clear duty
of care to them. It is vital that they have the support they
need to adjust to civilian life, and VIC Sunderland is
plugging unnaceptable gaps in statutory support and I
commend their work. https://veteransincrisis.co.uk

Breast Cancer
October marks the beginning of Breast Cancer Awareness
month. It was announced recently that, as a result of delays
caused by the Coronavirus pandemic, an estimated 986,000
women across the UK have missed their scheduled
mammograms. We know that the earlier breast cancer is
found, the better the chance of beating it, and so it is vital that
the Government gives the NHS the resources it needs to work
through this backlog quickly. I would encourage anyone who
has been affected and missed their appointment to reach out
to your GP, or call Breast Cancer Now on 0808 800 6000
for advice. Or go to: https://breastcancernow.org
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