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acted, but it should have been done weeks ago. If any
constituents require any assistance during this period, please do
not hesitate to contact me.
CLP Visits from Clive Lewis MP (Pictured),
Kate Green MP and Jamie Driscoll.
Over the past few months, Washington and Sunderland West
Labour Party have been holding regular online meetings with
members of the Shadow Cabinet. In recent weeks, we have
welcomed Clive Lewis MP, Kate Green MP, the Shadow
Secretary of State for Education and Jamie Driscoll, the North of
Tyne Mayor. These meetings have been invaluable in discussing
all the ways in which Labour is approaching the important issues
facing our country, and I look forward to many more in the
coming weeks and months.
Clive Lewis MP joins the latest of our CLP policy Zoom calls.
Coronavirus Update (National Restrictions)
The Prime Minister has announced new national
restrictions to curb rising cases of Coronavirus across
England. Introduced on the 5th of November, they are
due to be in place until the 2nd of December.
The new restrictions include the following measures:
1. Requiring people to stay at home,
except for specific purposes.
2. Preventing gathering with people you do not live
with, except for specific purposes.
3. Closing certain businesses and venues.

School Food Update
Since becoming an MP, I have campaigned for Universal Free
School Meals (FSM) for all children, and I set up the All-Party
Parliamentary Group on School Food in 2010 to campaign for
the expansion of FSM and breakfast clubs for all children.
I was therefore in passionate agreement with Marcus Rashford
that the provision of FSM should be extended throughout the
October half term holidays and all holidays up to and including
the Easter holidays as we continue through the coronavirus
pandemic, as the Welsh Labour Government have agreed to do.
Shockingly, the Tories voted down Labour’s motion to extend this
to children in England. However, I will continue to press the
Government to ensure that no child goes hungry during this
pandemic or afterwards.

Further guidance can be found here: https://bit.ly/2TRI9Od
I know that this will be a very difficult period for many
people, but it is vitally important that we adhere to the
measures in order to protect the NHS from being
overwhelmed. Sadly, we are currently seeing a rise in
infections, hospital admissions, and deaths. That’s why
three weeks ago, Labour called for a circuit breaker in
England, in line with SAGE’s recommendation to bring
infections down. The Government completely rejected that,
only to now announce the same thing. That delay in
introducing restrictions will come at an economic cost and a
human cost. I am glad that the Government has finally

EHRC Report
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) published
its report relating to their investigation into antisemitism in the
Labour Party. Their findings were stark, and the day of its
publication was a one of shame for our Party. Among those
findings, the report identified specific examples of unlawful
harassment and unlawful indirect discrimination, and serious
failings in leadership, processes and culture in dealing with
antisemitism within the Party. I welcome Keir Starmer’s
commitment to implement the recommendations of the report
and go further. More information can be found here:
https://labour.org.uk/ehrc-report
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Defence Questions

the Chancellor is allowing damage not seen since the
Thatcher era to befall the North East, with unemployment
already rocketing to 6.6%, and 1,700 more constituents
unemployed in Washington and Sunderland West in
August 2020, compared to in August 2019. The Chief
Secretary’s response was disappointing and offered little
in terms of reassurance for the many people in my
constituency who are struggling in these trying times.
You can see the exchange here: https://bit.ly/2I7yXCS
Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday

During Defence Questions in Parliament, I asked the
Minister what support the Government will provide to
Armed Forces Charities to ensure they can continue to
provide crucial services to veterans throughout the
upcoming lockdown.
As Shadow Minister for Veterans, I know just how vital
these charities are in supporting veterans through what
will be another difficult period, and it is so important that
they have the resources they need. You can see that
question in full, and the Minister’s response here:
https://bit.ly/2I3GoLx

UKWIN Webinar
In October I met virtually with UK Without
Incineration Network (UKWIN) co-ordinators,
campaigners, and other MPs involved with antiincineration campaigns, to share the fantastic news
that plans to build a “monster incinerator” in
Washington had been rejected. UKWIN coordinators shared informative presentations on
waste and energy in the UK. I will continue to follow
UKWIN campaigns across the country to share
knowledge and help other constituencies fight any
proposals they face.
Treasury Urgent Question (UQ)

In an Urgent Question on Government Economic
Support during Coronavirus, I asked the Chief
Secretary to the Treasury, Steve Barclay MP, why

This year will be the first Remembrance Sunday that I
commemorate in my new role as Shadow Minister for
Veterans. In my time in this role since April, I have met
with local Veterans groups to support their work and
represented Veterans in Parliamentary questions. The
Poppy Appeal is a bit different this year, but you can still
get involved and show your support by displaying a poppy
in your window, donating online or undertaking a virtual
poppy run. I laid a wreath for the fallen at Washington
Village Cenotaph alongside our Mayor & Mayoress Cllrs
Snowdon, in a socially-distanced ceremony ahead of
Remembrance Sunday. Lest we forget. You can support
the Poppy Appeal here: https://bit.ly/32cUL7f
NPC Webinar – Care Workers’ Event
On #DayofOlderPersons, on the 1st of October, I spoke
virtually at a webinar organised by the National
Pensioners Convention (NPC). I paid tribute to the health
and social care workers, who have been at the heart of
the fight against coronavirus, working day and night to
protect the NHS and save lives. They do so much to
make our health service one to be proud of and they
deserve our respect, admiration and full support. It’s not
good enough to have clapped for them during the worst
days of the crisis, without undertaking a serious
reckoning around pay and treatment. I was proud to
stand on a manifesto at the last General Election which
pledged to build a comprehensive National Care Service,
and this is something I will continue to champion.
You can see part of my contribution here:
https://bit.ly/351fqwV
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