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You can read full guidance on those changes here:
https://bit.ly/33EnJNL It is vital that we all stick to the rules,
in order to continue to bring down case numbers, and keep
everyone safe.

Shadow Front Bench MPs
Luke Pollard & Dr Rosena Allin-Khan joined our Washington
& Sunderland West CLP policy Zoom calls this month.
Coronavirus Update
As I am sure you will be aware, the Government has
now put in place a tiered system to replace the previous
national restrictions. Our region is now in Tier 3.

Call with Rolls-Royce CEO Along with other MPs with RollsRoyce sites in their constituencies, we regularly meet with the
CEO of the company, Warren East, to discuss ongoing issues.
Warren provided an overview of the difficulties the company was
facing due to the pandemic and was challenged by myself and
other MPs on some recent decisions they have taken. It’s clear
that, as with many companies in the aerospace industry, they are
suffering greatly from the pandemic. However, Rolls-Royce and
other large companies must not use this crisis to worsen
worker’s terms and conditions or remove skilled jobs from the
UK. I welcome support for the company from the Government,
but such support must be conditional on it securing jobs here in
the UK. This is something I raised directly with the Government
during Transport Questions. You can see my question in full
here: https://bit.ly/39BlGhg

Under Tier 3 Restrictions, you:
- Must not meet socially indoors, or outdoors at
private venues or gardens, with anybody you do not
live or share a support bubble with.
- Can continue to attend school and work, where you
cannot work from home.
- Can continue to visit businesses, such as
supermarkets and shops, whilst keeping 2 metres
away from others wherever possible.
Certain hospitality, entertainment and tourist venues
must close under these restrictions.
Full guidance on the new system can be found here:
https://bit.ly/3g1bnVe.
I know that this continues to be a very challenging time for
many people and sectors of the economy such as the
hospitality industry. If my constituents do require support,
please do contact me via email: hodgsons@parliament.uk
Between the 23rd–27th Dec, the government is changing
some social contact restrictions for a short period of time
to allow people to spend time with friends and family.

CLP policy Zoom calls – During the last nine months, I have
been delighted to be able to welcome members of the Shadow
Front Bench to talk at virtual meetings of Washington &
Sunderland West Labour Party. In recent weeks, we have heard
from Luke Pollard, Shadow Secretary of State for the
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and Dr. Rosena Allin-Khan,
Shadow Cabinet Minister for Mental Health (both pictured above).
Both meetings were very enjoyable, and I know all attendees
valued hearing from two people who will be key to driving Labour
policy forward in the years to come. I look forward to hearing
from more speakers in the weeks and months to come.

Some highlights
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APPG Dyslexia meeting

CWU North East Conference

I was delighted to attend the Communication Workers’
Union (CWU) North East Conference. I spoke to
members there about my role as the Shadow Minister for
Veterans, and my history in the Labour Movement. I also
spoke about the appalling way in which some CWU
members who work for BT Group are being treated
during this pandemic.
I have recently written to Philip Jansen, the Chief
Executive of BT Group, to express my concerns on
behalf of CWU members, and it was good to be able to
discuss that issue with them at their conference.

As Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
Dyslexia and other Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLDs),
I was delighted to chair a meeting of the group focussing on
the experiences of people from diverse backgrounds with
Dyslexia and SpLDs including their experiences in education,
the workplace and wider society.
This is a an extremely important issue, and one that the group
will continue to focus on.
APPG on Art, Craft & Design in Education

Remembrance Sunday

While we all regret that our Remembrance
commemorations couldn’t go ahead as usual this year,
I hope that people were able to pay tribute to the fallen in
a safe way. I was able to lay a wreath at Washington
Village Cenotaph in a socially-distanced ceremony,
alongside Washigton Branch RBL and the Mayor and
Mayoress of Sunderland, in advance of Remembrance
Sunday. As Shadow Veterans’ Minister, I am proud of our
armed service personnel, past and present, and I believe
we all share that pride. For some veterans, their
experiences at war will affect them throughout their lives as
they battle with their own personal trauma, and I believe
that we should do our upmost to recognise their sacrifice
and support them through any difficulties, as we also
remember those we have lost in service. Lest we forget.

November was a busy month for the APPG on Art, Craft &
Design in Education. As Chair of the APPG, I hosted an
evidence session from experts looking at the long-term benefits
of investing in art, craft and design in education for learning,
culture, wellbeing and society. It is clear that the coronavirus
pandemic has been damaging for the arts, and that hard work
will be needed to protect arts in education going forward.
Later in the month, the APPG reconvened for a general
meeting where we heard from a huge range of speakers,
including the Fabian Society, and discussed a number of topics
including the halt to the arts teacher training bursary, the crisis
in funding for local communities, and art literacy in STEM
subjects.
The group will meet in the new year to continue collecting
evidence and sharing expertise.
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