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New lockdown measures
From the 6th of January, England is in another lockdown,
due to exponentially rising infection numbers.
• Information on regulations can be found here:
https://tinyurl.com/y6sq9ef2
• Information on Coronavirus from Sunderland City
Council, can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/tblo27x
• The latest NHS information and advice on Coronavirus
can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/y3ea5j6b
– If you need any further information, please contact my
office on: hodgsons@parliament.uk
Brexit trade deal
As I am sure you are aware, on Christmas Eve a deal was
struck between the UK and the EU. The UK-EU Trade
Agreement was then voted on in Parliament on the 30th of
December. I have repeatedly voiced my concern at how
damaging a no-deal Brexit would be for our region and for
our communities, stressing the importance of clarity and
certainty. We know that Nissan’s UK operation and the tens

of thousands of jobs dependent upon it, would have been
severely threatened by a no-deal Brexit. From protecting our
industries, ensuring the highest standards in agriculture and the
environment, to maintaining our current security measures, and
fulfilling our obligations under the Good Friday Agreement, there
were many areas where a no-deal would have fallen far short of
what our country needs. A deal came at the eleventh hour.
While better than no deal, this deal is not perfect; there is much
work to be done. I spoke in the debate to reiterate the
importance of Nissan to the North East, calling on the
Government to help build and support a local supply chain to
enable the continuation of tariff-free trade, in meeting the Rules
of Origin criteria set by the deal. Going forward we must ensure
that our area is a beneficiary of increased investment.
You can see my contribution here: https://tinyurl.com/y49t7k4r
I voted for the deal, because doing so would help lay the
foundations upon which we can build stronger alliances and a
better future for this country. The deal represents a floor, not a
ceiling, of what we can achieve for this country.
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Prime Minister’s Questions

Last month I asked the Prime Minister to join me in
condemning Centrica British Gas’ callous attitude to
their highly-skilled workers. Centrica British Gas
threatened that if their engineers did not sign new
contracts they would be ‘fired and rehired’ on worse
terms. Fire and rehire is a cruel, cynical strategy which
exploits workers’ rights, creating job insecurity.
I encouraged Centrica British Gas to return to the
negotiation table with the GMB Union and for the Prime
Minister to ban fire and rehire going forward. GMB
members at British Gas later overwhelmingly voted for
strike action in the face of these threats.

On 8 December I was delighted to welcome Marsha de
Cordova MP, the Shadow Secretary of State for Women and
Equalities, to our CLP meeting via Zoom. Marsha spoke about
accessibility, race, gender and sexuality and I am very grateful
for her time. I look forward to inviting more figures from
the Labour frontbench/PLP to speak at future CLP meetings in
the coming months.
Defence question

Disappointingly, Boris Johnson implied that fire and rehire
might be acceptable in certain circumstances during the
pandemic, when job insecurity is already higher than
normal. I was angered by his response, which suggested
a race to the bottom for workers’ rights going forward
under the guise of a ‘flexible economy’. You can find my
question here: https://tinyurl.com/y55t6odz
Fire and rehire has no place in our society and I stand
alongside trade unions against the practice in my
constituency and nationwide. In a pandemic we should
support our workers, not exploit them.
Vaccine update
The announcement of the Oxford University/
AstraZeneca vaccine marks a turning point in the fight
against coronavirus: there is now a viable and costeffective route out of the pandemic. I was pleased to
see the first people in Sunderland receive the vaccine in
December and I applaud our NHS staff for their
perseverance. However, it is a bittersweet celebration;
we must remember those who didn’t have the chance
of getting the vaccine. Due to a change in guidance, first
dose vaccination jabs will now be prioritised to ensure as
many people benefit from the first dose as soon
as possible.

In December’s Defence questions in Parliament I asked Johnny
Mercer MP, the Under-Secretary of State for Defence, to
support our veterans in isolation during the ongoing pandemic
by backing the Jo Cox Foundation’s Great Winter Get Together
campaign. The Minister agreed that veterans’ loneliness is a
pressing issue and gave his endorsement of the campaign.
You can find my question here: https://tinyurl.com/yyqbpjku
And the campaign here: https://tinyurl.com/y4qr38r5
As we face another period in lockdown, I know that many of us
will be experiencing loneliness, so please do reach out to your
friends, family and neighbours – in a Covid-safe way.
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