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Ferryhill, and its re-opening in full would bring back rail to
Washington. It is expected that the decision to re-open it
or not will be made by the Government this Spring as part
of its “Integrated Rail Plan”, so now is the time to ramp
up campaigning. It would be absolutely tragic and frankly
ludicrous if the Leamside line was only partially opened,
and did not reach Washington, which despite its growing
population of 70,000 has not had passenger rail since 1963.
There is no doubt that this part of Tyne and Wear could be
transformed by a rail line linking it to Sunderland, Shields,
Gateshead and County Durham, especially if that
incorporated an extension of the Metro as well as heavy
passenger rail.
Seema Malhotra MP joins the latest of our regular
CLP policy Zoom calls with Shadow Front Bench Ministers.
Nissan
Throughout January, Nissan hit the headlines again with
both good news and bad. I’m sure the thousands of
people across the North East who work at Nissan or as
part of the supply chain welcomed Nissan’s statement
of confidence and commitment to the plant, moving
more of its battery production to AESC in Washington.
However, it would be remiss to ignore the needs that
must be met for the long-term viability of Nissan.
I therefore raised the challenges of the changing goalposts
for the automotive sector within the complex “rules of
origin” arrangements as we transition to electric vehicle
production. We need the Government to show it has a
plan for the sector beyond the next couple of years, to
build the infrastructure for the wider supply chain for
batteries here in the North East as part of a clear
industrial strategy. I was alarmed to hear the following
week that Nissan is consulting on around 160 job losses –
a near 18% reduction in its office-based workforce. I am
talking with the unions and Nissan on this.
Leamside Line petition
This week I have launched a petition which calls on the
Government to re-open the mothballed Leamside rail line in
full. It is the railway line that goes from Pelaw to

As many of you will know, I have campaigned on this issue
since I was first elected, and in recent years these calls have
been amplified by neighbouring MPs like Bridget Phillipson,
Kate Osborne, Mary Foy and Paul Howell, as well as calls
from numerous transport authorities.
I am therefore calling on constituents and residents
across Tyne and Wear to sign this petition and share it
with friends and family. The link is here:
https://sharonhodgson.laboursites.org/reopen_rail_petition
It will be open to sign across February, and I will present it to
Parliament in early Spring.
Local Council elections
Local Council elections are due to take place on May 6th this
year, and will be like no other. In-person campaigning is not
currently allowed, but a plan is underway for campaigning
by phone. The most important thing you can do though, is
make sure you, and your friends and family, are signed up for
a postal vote. This means you can vote early, and safely
from home. You don’t know if you will need to be selfisolating on the 6th of May, so don’t take that risk.
Contact Electoral Services and get a postal vote here:
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/article/12760/Register-to-vote
You can also read about this on my website here:
https://www.sharonhodgson.org/echo_column_postalvotes
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Meeting with Schools NE

legal responsibilities on public bodies such as Local Authorities.
During Defence Questions, I asked the Minister if further
funding will follow these responsibilities. The Minister was not
able to answer my question properly but the Shadow Defence
team will continue to put pressure on the Government as the
Bill makes its way through Parliament.
The Fabians “Early Years” virtual conference

I recently met with headteachers from schools across the
constituency to listen to their concerns and ask what I
could do for them. I was amazed at the resilience of
these teachers but their feedback was concerning.
Schools are expected to pick up Government shortfalls
without adequate warning of changes to guidance.
The headteachers are also worried for their staff, who are
working very hard under immense pressure to operate in
an educational framework stacked against them.
Labour are calling for teachers and all school staff to be
vaccinated in the coming half-term.
School food and devices
I used a Labour Opposition Day debate to raise two
important issues: school food and access to internetenabled devices for children whilst the schools are
closed. The pictures that circulated on social media last
month of woefully inadequate school food parcels were
shameful. As Chair of the APPG on School Food, I called
on the Government to rectify this situation immediately by
trusting parents and providing them with direct cash
payments during the school closures. I also raised the
fact that some children in our constituency do not have
access to an internet-enabled device to complete their
school work and where some children do, they may be
working late into the night as their parents use the only
household computer to work from home during the day.

Last month I was invited to speak at the annual Fabian Society
New Year Conference on the panel discussing the need for
better care for those in the very early years (conception to age
two). I am co-authoring an early years manifesto alongside the
Fabian Society and so I was proud to take questions on such
an important matter. The early years are the most important
period in a child’s development and without a secured future for
early years provision in the community, our youngest will miss
out. Labour have committed to this being the best country to
grow up in and this starts from day one.
Ovarian Cancer – Minister Jo Churchill meeting

Defence questions

Later this month the Armed Forces Bill will have its
Second Reading in Parliament. The Bill will put some
aspects of the Armed Forces Covenant into law, putting

As Chair of the APPG on Ovarian Cancer, I met with Health
Minister, Jo Churchill, to discuss plans to fight cancer during
and after the coronavirus. We discussed the National Cancer
Recovery Plan, which was drawn up to battle the growing list of
cancer patients whose treatment was sadly delayed by the
pandemic. Alongside other APPG chairs, I was happy to learn
that cancer treatment rightly remains a government priority but
constant monitoring, research and campaigning must continue.
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