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Alongside my Labour colleagues, I will fiercely resist the
Conservative party’s ongoing assault on our civil and
democratic rights, as we did earlier this year in opposing the
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. The Government
should be encouraging confidence in the British electoral
system, not sowing doubt.
After 11 years in power, the Tories have given up defending
their record, even they can see the cracks in the walls – from
a rise in violent crime, to widespread economic insecurity
and a broken social care system.

Sharon speaking during the Queen’s Speech Debate,
to highlight the Early Years Review and the cancer treatment
backlog. http://www.sharonhodgson.org/qsd2021
Queen’s speech
This week, The Queen delivered the Government’s
upcoming legislative agenda at the State Opening of
Parliament. Labour expected a rich diet of bold legislation
for a national recovery but instead, the Conservatives
offered a dour programme which merely tinkers around
the edges.
One of the Government’s key aims is ‘ensuring the integrity
of elections’, which is set to include the introduction of
Voter ID for elections. But this would be a total waste of
taxpayers’ money and lock millions of people out
of democracy.
Voting is not like collecting a parcel from the Post Office,
voting is a right. This is a naked attempt to shore up the
Conservative Party’s electoral position by disenfranchising
those who might vote against them.
The Government claim that this photographic ID would
eliminate voter fraud, but in 2019 there was just one
conviction for impersonation out of over 59 million votes.
The Government has its priorities wrong once again.

Cancer services were not mentioned in the Queen’s Speech,
despite a backlog of over 38,500 patients waiting for
treatment. I therefore took the opportunity when speaking in
the debate to raise this backlog and call on the Government
to commit to a long-term, fully funded plan for the NHS
workforce to ensure there are thoroughly resourced,
supported and skilled staff to transform cancer care and
outcomes for patients.
Local elections
The local elections were difficult and disappointing for the
Labour Party. Voters across the country still do not feel that
they are able to put their trust in us as a Party. That is
heartbreaking to me, but Labour must and will change in
order to win that trust back.
My thanks go to candidates and members who volunteered
their time throughout this unusual campaign, to help elect
seven Labour Councillors for our constituency: Cllr Michael
Walker (Washington North Ward); Cllr Sean Laws
(Washington East Ward); Cllr Louise Farthing (Washington
South Ward); Cllr Jimmy Warne (Washington West Ward);
Cllr Dianne Snowdon (Washington Central Ward); Cllr Denny
Wilson (Castle Ward), and Cllr Alison Smith (Redhill Ward).
Congratulations to them all and I look forward to working
with each of them to better our local area.
My commiserations go to Susan Watson and Brandon
Feeley, who put up a strong fight and I hope they will
consider standing again in the very near future.
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Fire and Rehire debate

During a recent Westminster Hall debate on Fire and
Rehire, I once again raised concerns about the Prime
Minister’s dismissive attitude to this exploitative and
illegitimate negotiation tactic. I called on the Government
to use the Queen’s Speech as an opportunity to ban fire
and rehire once and for all, but the Government has
chosen not to do so. I will continue to campaign on this
very important issue.

of people involved in arts education, focusing on initial teacher
training. The group is in the middle of writing a report based on
the first evidence session, which was on the importance of art,
craft & design in education on wellbeing and the impact of
Coronavirus. The second report will be underway following this
new session shortly, so keep your eyes peeled!
Schools North East virtual meeting
Last month, I met with teachers and executives from across the
region as part of the regular Schools North East roundtable
discussions. The group told me that they were worried about
the forthcoming increase in power for the Secretary of State for
Education, Gavin Williamson, after he oversaw the exams
fiasco in 2020. I also heard concerns regarding the paltry
amount of catch-up funding to help our children recover from
the loss of education. Our children’s recovery will be a longrunning project and I share the views of those assembled that
the Government are leaving a generation behind. With Labour
Party colleagues I am also raising the matter of changes to
Pupil Premium funding, which will see schools in the North East
lose up to £7 million by stealth and will disadvantage children
who are newly-eligible for Free School Meals. I will press
Ministers on these matters in the coming weeks.
Washington Does Culture food market

Veterans’ employment roundtable event

Last month, I was proud to host a virtual roundtable on
veterans’ employment in the North East, alongside
Shadow Secretary of State for Defence, John Healey MP.
The roundtable was attended by local Labour Party
Armed Forces Champions, including Cllr Graeme Miller,
as well as veterans and former clients from Project Nova
and North East charity, Sporting Force. The Government
should back Labour’s calls to put all aspects of the
Armed Forces Covenant, including employment, into law
via the Armed Forces Bill.

I am looking forward to welcoming Washington Does Culture
food market to Albany Park on Sunday 23rd May. I met with
organiser, Ste Dunn, earlier this year and I think it is great that
Washington is attracting events like this that will keep people
local as we recover from the pandemic. The market will be in
Albany Park every four weeks, and you can find out more
information here: https://www.doesculture.com
Later this month we’ll be joined by
Labour Shadow Foreign Secretary,
Lisa Nandy MP for one of our
regular CLP Zoom discussions on:
Tuesday 25th May at 6:00pm.
If you are a CLP member, you

2nd evidence session, art craft & design in education
After a quick AGM, the All-Party Parliamentary Group for
Art, Craft & Design in Education, which I Chair, held its
second evidence session – taking evidence from a range

should have been sent your joining
details by our CLP Secretary.
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