
I was a Government PPS early on in my political career for
Liam Byrne at the Home Office, Bob Ainsworth at the
Ministry of Defence and Dawn Primarolo at the Department
of Health, but the job of the PPS to the Leader of the
Opposition is quite different.

A PPS is appointed to be the eyes and ears for a senior
politician.  My role is therefore to be the liaison point
between the Leader and his team and Labour MPs and
Peers, as well as the wider movement.

While if it came to voting, MPs with concerns would
probably speak to the Whips first, my role is to facilitate
wider PLP interests and offer a channel of behind-the-
scenes communication.

A large part of my role is to meet with MPs and Peers to talk
about their concerns and priorities, although in virtual times,
this has meant so far a lot of time on WhatsApp and Zoom
rather than in person.  I also now attend the Shadow
Cabinet, the NEC, the Parliamentary Committee and a
variety of other meetings, both in person and on Zoom. 

The most public aspect of my role is around PMQs.  Each
week, I join Keir on the walk over from his office to the
Chamber for PMQs.  I help with the co-ordination of Labour
backbench questions, ensuring that our MPs are happy and
prepared with a killer question to hold the Prime Minister to
account.  I then join Keir and colleagues in the Chamber and
offer vocal support as much as possible – this will be so
much better when more of us are allowed in the Chamber. 

Returning to Westminster has been great, but Parliament is
still not back to its usual bustling state, with many MPs,
Peers and staff still working from home – a reminder that
Coronavirus restrictions are certainly still in place and for
a good reason.

I am looking forward to working with Labour MPs, Peers
and Members over the coming weeks, months and
years so that we are ready for the next General Election
and forming the next Labour Government.

PPS role
As it’s only been three weeks since my last report and
one of those weeks was recess, I thought that I’d do
this month’s report a little differently and give you an
insight into my work as an MP.

As I announced at our last CLP Zoom meeting, I was
delighted to be appointed as Parliamentary Private
Secretary (PPS) to Labour Leader Sir Keir Starmer MP,
during the reshuffle last month.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time serving as Labour’s Shadow
Veterans’ Minister, but I could not turn down this great
opportunity.

I have been eager to get stuck in over the past few weeks
and look forward to keeping you updated, where I am able
to, about what is happening in the Party. 

Every Secretary of State or Shadow Secretary of State, like
Matt Hancock and Jon Ashworth for example, will have
their own PPS.

Report from
Sharon Hodgson MP

News
from
Westminster
May/Jun 2021 No. 140

Sharon Hodgson MP takes up her role as PPS in a
socially-distanced Commons Chamber during PMQs, 19 May

2021.  Image Copyright UK Parliament/Jessica Taylor, 2021



Casework report

A large part of my role as Member of Parliament for
Washington and Sunderland West is responding to
letters, emails and calls from constituents.  The topics
of these pieces of correspondence vary widely, from
personal issues in the constituency, to emphatic pleas
to vote a certain way on a particular Bill in Parliament.

My constituents have wide and deep concerns about
many issues, and so I respond to everything I receive,
provided the sender is not abusive.  Since the start of the
pandemic, my team and I have handled 5,563 individual
cases, receiving over 11,000 emails.

Naturally, the majority of these were in relation to
Coronavirus and the health services here in the UK,
which made up 27% of all correspondence received over
the last year.  The busiest month for my office was
September 2020 when we handled 553 cases on behalf
of constituents.  With a running average of around 390
cases per month, we can see just how busy the office
became as Boris Johnson dithered in the face of a
second wave. 

The pandemic has exposed job insecurity like never
before, with young people especially vulnerable to
redundancy or long-term unemployment.  Many of my
constituents were therefore appalled at the actions of
employers such as Centrica British Gas, as they sought
to ‘fire and rehire’ their skilled staff on worse terms to cut
costs.  Many constituents emailed me expressing their
concern about the practice, and I raised the issue with
the Prime Minister directly at Prime Minister’s Questions
in December last year.

Fire and rehire is an exploitative practice, but during a
pandemic, as we look for a semblance of security and
normality, it is completely unconscionable.  I was
heartened to see so many in our constituency agree.

I also received a great many letters urging me to vote against
the Government’s plan to introduce neonicotinoid pesticides to
the British agriculture system.  Objections to neonicotinoids are
rooted in the threat they pose to bees, which are harmed by
the mass usage of the pesticide.

I am happy to report that Luke Pollard MP, the Shadow DEFRA
Secretary, is strongly opposed to neonicotinoid farming
methods.

Finally, 68 constituents wrote in to express frustration or had an
issue with housing.  Although as an MP I do not have any say
or influence over housing allocations, I have always stood up
for my constituents’ housing needs and raised their concerns
directly with registered social landlords such as Gentoo, and
also the Council.

I receive hundreds of emails every day from constituents and
my team and I work hard to ensure they are all answered in a
timely manner.  If you have any questions or concerns, please
do not hesitate to email me on:
sharon.hodgson.mp@parliament.uk with your full postal
address and concerns. 

Washington Food Market, Albany Park

It was great to visit the new Washington Food Market at Albany
Park last month and to see so many people out enjoying food
and entertainment and supporting local businesses as we ease
out of lockdown.  The market is back at Albany Park on
Sunday 20th June.  I hope to see this go from strength to
strength and become a destination visit for people, not just
across Washington and Sunderland, but also from further afield. 
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