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‘full confidence’ in Hancock before he resigned. Hancock
should not have had the opportunity to resign; he should
have been sacked on the spot.
On top of this, the revelation that Ministers are using their
private email accounts for work purposes raises grave
security risks and calls into question the scope of any future
inquiry into the pandemic.
Labour are calling for a fully independent inquiry into the
working practices of Ministers and the security risks created
by Ministers using their personal email addresses to carry
out their Government business.

Out campaigning in Batley and Spen, with Kim Leadbeater and
two of our own local members, Alex Samuels and Brandon Feeley.
Matt Hancock resignation
Following the scandal that unraveled last week, Matt
Hancock resigned as Secretary of State for Health and
Social Care, his position hopelessly untenable.
My thoughts are with the families of Hancock and Gina
Coldangelo, who have had to watch the affair play out in
the public eye. I hope the press offer privacy, so the
families can process this news. I’m sure that this story
will continue.
As Health Secretary, Hancock had oversight of our battle
against Coronavirus. It was Hancock who told us to stay
at home to save lives. It was Hancock who urged caution
at Cabinet, keeping the nation locked down. And it was
Hancock who kept loved ones apart, at a time when he
was embracing his aide. Hypocrisy runs deep within this
Conservative Government. This scandal will be heart
wrenching and infuriating to those who have sacrificed so
much and lost loved ones throughout the pandemic. It is
no surprise that the Prime Minister called Hancock “totally
******* hopeless” in leaked WhatsApp messages earlier this
year. But what is surprising is that Number 10 expressed

Whilst the Tories stumble over themselves about scandals
and a £200m national yacht, Labour are planning on how to
better spend that funding on tackling antisocial behaviour
and crime.
Batley and Spen by-election
We woke up to the fantastic news this morning that our
candidate in Batley and Spen, Kim Leadbeater, has held
onto the seat for Labour in what has been a tough byelection. When Tracy Brabin stood down to take her
position as Mayor of West Yorkshire in May, another
threatening by-election was on the horizon. However, in the
face of disgraceful, ugly smear campaigns, doing nothing
but sewing division in society, Kim ran an excellent
campaign and can now proudly call herself the MP for Batley
and Spen, having been a local champion across the
pandemic and beyond.
Alongside some of our own local members, I joined the
campaign in June with hundreds of other local activists and
organisers. My thanks – as always – goes to those who
take the time to campaign for Labour candidates. I believe
that this result will put to bed the idea that there is any party
better than the Labour Party to represent our local
communities’ best interests in seats like Batley & Spen at
this moment in time.
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Miners’ pensions campaign
Art, Craft and Design in Education where we heard from the
NSEAD Anti-Racist Art Education Action Group who are
working hard to diversify the creative curriculum. Kingston
University and YouGov also presented their report which
suggests that creative skills should be prioritised in the UK for
businesses, to match the urgent need to promote creative
problem-solving skills to ensure the UK remains competitive.

The Labour Party is backing retired mineworkers, by
calling on the Government to immediately return the £1.2
billion reserve fund to pensioners and change the surplus
sharing agreement so that pensioners receive more.
These are not Government’s funds – they are miners’
contributions which have been taken from them when
they should be there for them and their widows in
retirement. Retired mineworkers currently receive an
average pension of just £84 a week, but the National
Union of Mineworkers estimate that the return of reserve
funds would see a £14 per week uplift for members on
the average pension - £728 a year. It is scandalous that
the Conservative Government set up this arrangement
which has seen a totally unjustified raid on pensions. It is
about time that the Government act to right this historic
wrong.
APPG Art, Craft and Design in Education
Zoom meeting

School Food
The Government’s changes to pupil premium calculations this
year means that schools will lose £90 million in funding, with
children who have become newly eligible for Free School Meals
since November 2020 set to lose out the most. Children on
Free School Meals will receive support from the Government
this summer with the Holiday Activities and Food programme
rolled out, but this will only be for 16 out of 30 days, with Local
Authorities and families expected to fill the gap. Labour would
put children at the heart of the Covid recovery, by extending
Free School Meals over the holidays and doubling the Pupil
Premium for children in key transition years, delivering
additional support for children who need it most.
APPG Dyslexia
I was very happy to chair the AGM and APPG for Dyslexia this
month, which focused on pupil catchup in schools.
The APPG will write to the Secretary of State for Education,
to urge the Government to offer more support for dyslexic
children in their catchup efforts.
Academy 360 virtual Q&A
It was great to be back speaking to schools again as I joined
pupils at Academy 360 in Pennywell for a virtual Q&A on their
democracy day, and answer questions about my path to
politics and my role as an MP.
Boundary Review proposals
The Boundary Commission’s 2023 proposals have been
launched and I will be working constructively with the
Commission and making a submission. If you have a
suggestion or ideas on the Boundary Review please let me
know but also submit it directly to the Commission here via
this link:
https://tinyurl.com/5r97hvh8

The past few months have been hard for arts education,
with the Conservatives firmly marking down the
importance of the creative industries and creative
skillsets, including a 50% funding cut for certain higher
education subjects including arts and music subjects.
Last week, I chaired a session of the All-Party Group on

Nissan’s landmark announcement
We had excellent news from Nissan this week, bringing 6200
high-quality jobs to the area. You can read my full statement
on my website here:
https://www.sharonhodgson.org/nissan010721
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