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‘First Do No Harm’ debate in Parliament
My first in-person speech in the Chamber for more than a
year was on a topic which has been close to me for many
years (pictured left). Early July saw the one-year anniversary
of the ‘First do no harm’, Independent Medicines and
Medical Devices Safety Review (IMMDS). The review
investigated the impact of medicines such as Valporate
and Primidos, as well as mesh as a medical tool.
With regard to mesh, the report acknowledged that it has
done considerable harm to those who have been treated
with it and a key recommendation of the report was that the
Government accept culpability for this, issue an apology and
set up schemes to provide ongoing and additional care
for recipients.
Sharon Hodgson MP speaking in the Independent Medicines
and Medical Devices Safety Review debate in Parliament.
Afghanistan
This month saw tragic events unfold in Afghanistan with the
beginning of a humanitarian crisis and a failure in foreign
policy; women and girls fearing for their liberty; civilians
desperately clinging to departing aircraft; and reports of
executions of minorities and those who helped
NATO forces.
The evacuations were nothing short of heroic but they
came too late for the many people left behind whose lives
are now at risk, whether they be travelling to a border or in
hiding. The UK’s resettlement programme must step up to
meet the scale of the challenge and most importantly it
must be genuinely welcoming; we cannot prioritise a
political auction of numbers over the necessity for urgent
action to save lives.
Yet, the Foreign Secretary is nowhere to be seen and
advice being issued to MPs and people in Afghanistan is
conflicting. I will continue to work and support my
colleagues as we work to get more people to safety.

While the Review does make steps to reduce future risk of
avoidable harm it is concerning that the Government will not
go further to right these historic wrongs by appointing an
independent redress agency. I know that this will leave
countless families disappointed, which is why I urged
the health minister to bring the recommendations of the
IMMDS into immediate effect.
Local candidate selection meetings
Congratulations to all of our prospective local election
candidates selected across August, for the May 2022 local
council elections. I hope to see some exciting campaigns as
candidates and dedicated members work to redeliver a
Labour-led council for the people of Sunderland.

Some highlights
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Sunderland Council’s Together for Children (TFC) bus
school holiday activity & food event, Rickleton

area, as well as showing a strong commitment to the future of
hydrogen technology as we transition towards the electrification
of the car market. I am also very happy that Haskel are set to
provide hydrogen refuelling mechanisms to large economic
regions like Europe and Australia. Tyne and Wear has a strong
history of manufacturing and production and it is great that we
can continue this tradition into the new, green, age.
London North Eastern Railway (LNER) timetable changes
Until the second of August, people were able to submit to a
consultation on London North Eastern Railway changing its
timetable in May 2022. Their proposals would have seen the
Sunderland to London LNER service cut and a reduction in the
number of Transpennine services from the North East,
prioritising more services to London but at the price of poorer
Northern interconnectivity.

In August I was pleased to attend the Sunderland Youth
Voice “WearHere4Summer” event at Rickleton Cricket
Club. Throughout the summer, the Together for Children
‘WearHere4Summer’ activity bus has journeyed
around Sunderland providing a day of fun and activities
for young people and their parents. It was lovely to meet
with so many young people who were engaged in a wide
range of fantastic activities like boxing, rock climbing and
juggling. There was also free healthy food provided for all
the children, helping to fight holiday hunger without
stigma. My thanks go to TFC and the organisers for
such a brilliant initiative, they helped to brighten up an
otherwise grey and wet summer.
Visit to Haskel Europe Ltd, Sunderland Redhouse

Alongside fellow MPs Julie Elliott and Bridget Phillipson, I wrote
to LNER to ask that they postpone the implementation of their
new timetable and seek better solutions with other rail
providers and Transport North East. LNER have since stated
that the implementation of their proposed timetable will indeed
be delayed beyond 2022. I hope that the case can now be
made for more investment in the East Coast Main Line
infrastructure to release the pressure on the capacity, rather
than cut regional and northern services.
Parliamentary boundary review consultation
In early August I submitted a proposal and supported the
regional Labour Party proposal to the Boundary Commission
review. The party proposal was in line with ours and proposed
that Sunderland maintains three MPs and that Washington
stays whole inside one constituency, while finding a workable
and sensible solution to the Boundary Commission’s
unpopular proposal that Sunderland West wards join the
Jarrow constituency.
Thank you to the many other individuals who submitted to the
review. The Boundary Commission will in early 2022 publish its
responses to initial proposals and conduct a six week
secondary consultation, including at least two public hearings
in our region.

This July I visited Haskel, a car tech producer, where I
saw their new developments in Hydrogen automotive
technology. Haskel have invested heavily in their setup
over the previous two years, meaning more jobs for the
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