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Report from Sharon Hodgson MP
– Conference Special
Labour wants a country where
everyone contributes to our
national success, and where
that contribution is recognised
with dignity. I believe we must
make the political decision to
focus on the future of Britain,
while making the
organisational decision to
focus on Clause 1 of our
founding charter – winning elections.
In Keir’s first conference speech as Leader of the Labour Party,
he set out how we will do just that, by improving the nation’s
health, giving young people the skills they need for the future,
confronting climate change head on, creating quality jobs and
tackling crime.
Labour Leader Keir Starmer in discussion with Washington &
Sunderland West Delegates, Cllr Linda Williams & Cllr Alison Smith,
alongside Sharon Hodgson MP, Brighton 2021.
Labour Party Conference, Brighton 2021
After two years, Labour Party Conference finally
returned to Brighton. Representing Washington and
Sunderland West CLP were our delegates Cllr Linda
Williams and Cllr Alison Smith, who sat in the
conference hall every day voting on motions, rule
changes and listening to delegates from across the
country speak. Linda also did Sunderland proud by
speaking on Sure Start in the Education debate, which
was met with applause throughout. Linda and Alison
met MPs, Councillors and members from across the
Party at the fringe events we went to, at this positive
and hopeful conference.
At conference I also spent a lot of my time in the
conference hall listening to colleagues. I attended fringe
events, and I went to regional receptions with Keir Starmer;
amongst other valuable meetings with the Jewish Labour
Movement, Labour Party Irish Society, Embassy of Ireland,
CWU, Labour Women’s Network and TULO.

I found Keir’s speech very impressive, as he set out the four
key principles on which Labour will build our next manifesto:
work, care, equality and security.
At conference I met with two young campaigners from Magic
Breakfast. We discussed
Labour’s policy for free
school breakfast clubs and
how to better scrutinise and
improve the government’s
lacking approach to school
breakfast clubs.

Some highlights
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APPG for Dyslexia and other SpLD meeting
This September I was happy to host the latest meeting of the
All-Party Parliamentary Group for Dyslexia and Specific
Learning Difficulties (SpLD), alongside the British Dyslexia
Association (BDA). The meeting focused on how the
Government’s phonetic approach to spelling creates significant
difficulties for neurodiverse children. We had a focus coming
out of the meeting, to press the Government into
reconsideration. I also welcomed the new CEO of the BDA,
Gillian Ashley. Many thanks must of course go to the outgoing
CEO, Nick Posford, for all of his work.

In Parliament

Automotive futures site visit
In September we returned to Parliament after recess,
where I spoke in the Legacy of Jo Cox debate and was
proud to watch Kim Leadbeater MP make her maiden
speech. I continued my duties as Parliamentary Private
Secretary to the Leader, attending Shadow Cabinet,
helping Keir in his Parliamentary duties and liaising with
MPs across the House, and helping our Labour
backbenchers prepare for PMQs.
School Food Matters – Young Marketeers’ event

I visited Envision-AESC’s
factory near Nissan and
met with MD Chris
Caygill, to see first-hand
their amazing work
making batteries for
electric vehicles and
energy storage in their
amazing clean-room
facility (hence me in the
clean suit).
I also heard about their
advanced plans to build a
new gigafactory at the
new IAMP site in our
constituency, as
announced in the
summer. EnvisionAESC’s will provide
batteries for Nissan who
have committed to build
their new electric-vehicle
model here in Sunderland,
in partnership with
Envision and Sunderland
City Council.

In September I attended a Young Marketeers’ event at
the Grainger Market in Newcastle, where school children
were raising awareness for the School Food Matters
campaign and raising money for FareShare North East.
As children have gone back to school this month it’s
important that we remind ourselves of the importance of
school food and the impact of holiday hunger which will
only be exacerbated by the Government’s National
Insurance tax hikes and callous £20 a week cut to
Universal Credit, which they seem determined to
push through.
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