
But this is about more than parties and birthday cake, it
cuts to the core of whether we can trust the highest elected
official of the land to keep his word.  Scandal has followed
this Prime Minister wherever he has worked.  After being
sacked as a journalist for lying, he made his way into
politics, where the untruths continue.  Twice at Prime
Minister’s Questions, the PM denied that there had been
any party in Downing Street during lockdown.  The Gray
report implies there were multiple.

Our leaders can launch nuclear attacks and they can send
us to war.  They can raise our taxes, cut the welfare state
and decide what our children learn.  If our leaders lie, there
is no democracy; voters can only make informed decisions
if they know what is going on.  The electorate need to trust
those who govern us.  That is why the pattern of rule
breaking and lies is so important.

In the face of public scorn, the Prime Minister now
scrambles to save his career rather than governing in the
interest of the people of Britain.  He has announced a fag-
packet populist policy agenda to shore up his support with
his mutinous backbenchers.  Boris Johnson has lost the
moral authority to lead and it is time he stepped down for
the good of us all. 

Keir gave the speech of his career in response to the Sue
Gray update.  Prime-Ministerial and formidable, he stunned
the usually raucous Tory MPs into eerie silence.  They saw
in him the mature, honest leadership they so
desperately lack.

Even if you are not persuaded that the party stories deserve
the airtime they have received, you need only look at the
state of the country to see that the Tories’ time is up.  The
soaring cost of living does not come about by accident.
Successive bad fiscal decisions taken throughout the
pandemic wasted billions of pounds of taxpayers’ money.
Now the Tories raise National Insurance and refuse to cut
VAT on energy bills, hurting everyone in the pocket.
These are avoidable mistakes; it isn’t that the Tories are
‘overseeing’ a crisis.  No, the Tories aarree the crisis.

Partygate

At the time of publishing – with multiple high-profile
resignations from No 10, including Munira Mirza – as
scandal engulfs this Tory Government, I would like to
share my views on the situation.

Following the release of the initial ‘update’ to the Sue
Gray report, Conservatives fell over themselves to play
down the significance of the parties held in Downing
Street while they were obviously against the law. “They
were only parties” they say.  Unimportant.  I disagree.

The actions of the Prime Minister and his team are an insult
to the thousands of families who made sacrifices for the
greater good of society.  Even The Queen, when given the
opportunity to extend the limit of thirty attendees at the
funeral of Prince Philip, declined on the grounds that the
law applies as much to her as it applies to everyone.  She
understood her public duty while the Prime Minister flouted
his own rules.  The public see a man who thinks he is
better than every single one of them and they are
rightly furious.

Report from
Sharon Hodgson MP

News
from
Westminster
Jan/Feb 2022 No. 147

Labour benches challenge the Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
hypocrisy, during Prime Minister’s Question, 12 January 2022. 
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Ticket Abuse All-Party Group meeting
It’s been a busy month for the Ticket Abuse APPG.
We’ve been working across party lines to make sure that
fans do not get ripped off for much wanted tickets to
sought after events.  As Chair of the group, I hosted a
meeting with representatives of the Competition and
Markets Authority (CMA) and Parliamentarians calling for
more action to protect fans.  Ticket abuse also received
attention in the news this month when singer-songwriter
Jamie Webster shared a video on social media criticising
ticket resale sites. It’s only when artists join with
campaigners to speak out on this issue that we may see
some much-needed and long-overdue justice.

Advanced Electric Machines company visit, Washington

It was a pleasure to visit Advanced Electric Machines
manufacturing facility in Washington to learn about their
impressive green technology.  As well as addressing
climate change, they are helping to grow the manufacturing
expertise in the North East with high-skilled jobs in the area
and innovative technology.  It is another fantastic example
of Sunderland leading the way in automotive electrification.

APPG on Art Craft & Design in Education
evidence session
At the start of the month, I chaired the final evidence
session of the APPG on Art Craft and Design in
Education, which will form part of the final report on the
state of arts education in the UK to be released later
this year.

APPG on School Food meeting
I also chaired a meeting of the APPG on School Food
where we heard a range of presentations and discussed
issues within the school food sector to take up with the
Government such as supply chain issues.  The Child
Poverty Action Group gave us an insight into the cost of a
school day.  Their fantastic project, ‘Poverty proofing the
school day’ identifies cost barriers.  It is so important to
make sure all pupils have access to everything they need

for: uniforms; trips; school lunches; gym kits; pencils and pens; and
dress-down days.  We also heard from Alicia Weston the founder
of ‘Bags of Taste’, who help people who are experiencing food
poverty to cook healthy and affordable home-cooked food.

Jonathan Reynolds MP visit and roundtable meeting, SOL

On 3rd February we welcomed Shadow Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy Minister, Jonathan Reynolds MP, to Sunderland.
He visited Nissan and the Stadium of Light where he chaired a
roundtable with business leaders and the North East Chamber of
Commerce.  Labour is serious about working with business
and alleviating the pressures of increasing energy costs and
high inflation that have resulted from the Conservative
government’s policies.

Canvassing in Washington East & Redhill, and Street Surgery

In January it was announced that there would be a by-election, to
be held in Redhill on 3 March, where the Labour candidate will be
John Usher.  The campaign is already underway in Redhill, and I
look forward to joining members on many occasions on the doors.
In Washington East, I held my first roving street surgery of 2022
in Fatfield. A number of issues were brought up, which the
Councillors and myself have taken up.  The response on the doors
was very positive.

Tomorrow (Sat 5th Feb), there will be a public meeting with
our Police and Crime Commissioner, Kim McGuinness, at the
Washington Celtic Club between 10:00 AM and 12:00 Noon.
There will then be a leafleting session in Redhill ward at 13:00
PM, meeting at the corner of Brisbane and Bayswater Ave.
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