
stages until 2020, will not offset the cuts to tax
credits.  That’s why we will be continuing our
campaign to stop these cuts from happening and
defend the interests of working families.

Individual Voter Registration
This December, the Government will bring forward
their plans by a year to introduce Individual Voter
Registration (IVR). This now means everyone in a
household has to register to vote individually, rather
than one person doing it for the whole household.
This will have a significant impact on our democratic
process, with a million people expected to fall off
the electoral register.  Make sure you are registered
to vote by going to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
It only takes a few minutes and all you need is your

National Insurance Number. I hope you will be able to remind
friends and family of
these changes.

Teesside Steel
Labour mounted pressure on the Government to support the
Teesside Steel workers after the devastating closure of
Redcar steel plant, with thousands of jobs lost and thousands
more at risk in the local area.  Whilst the Government have
promised an £80 million aid package to support the now
redundant steel workers and the supply chain, Labour’s Anna
Turley MP has discovered that £30 million of this aid package
is already spoken for will go to pay the redundancy packages,
so only £50 million is new money.  Another example of this
Government not being straight with their figures.

Coming up
This weekend I will be attending the Remembrance Sunday
commemoration in Washington Village, and as Honorary
President of Washington’s Royal British Legion, I hope we will
be able to raise even more money to support our brave
service men and women through the annual Poppy Appeal.
In Parliament, we will have the return of the Trade Union Bill
for its 3rd Reading in the House of Commons where Labour
will continue to oppose the passing of this anti-democratic Bill
to protect the rights of workers.

Tax Credits
Since the Government’s announcement to cut tax credits,
despite David Cameron personally promising at the General
Election this would not happen, Labour have repeatedly
called on the Government to rethink the decision to cut tax
credits in April, including Jeremy Corbyn asking the Prime
Minister six times at Prime Minister’s Questions last week
and twice this week to confirm or deny if anyone working will
be worse off after these cuts.  Each time Cameron evaded
the question refusing to acknowledge the full scale of the
losses working people will face.

These cuts are so bad that Peers in the House of Lords
voted strongly in favour of motions calling on the
Government to rethink their approach to these cuts, even
going as far as to call for these cuts to be scrapped.  This
decision goes completely against the Tories’ empty rhetoric
of being the party of the working people, when these cuts
will hit working people the hardest with 3 million families
losing out on an average of £1,300 a year which includes
5,800 working families here in Washington and Sunderland
West.  Labour’s argument against these cuts is strong and
backed by extensive independent research that shows the
Tories new National Living Wage, which will be brought in in
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Sharon helping to launch the Royal British Legion’s
2015 Poppy Appeal at ASDA in the Galleries.



Kinship Carers’ Reception to hear about the experience of family
members who take on responsibility and upbringing for children
from their own families and the need for the Government to do
more to support these families.

Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) campaign

In the lead up to the Comprehensive Spending Review in
November, there has been a lot of activity around the future of
universal infant free school meals (UIFSM).  Last week I pressured
the Prime Minister to commit to protect this policy or risk
becoming known as “Dave the Dinner Snatcher”, and he did,
under pressure, commit to keeping this policy.  I also raised the
case for protecting UIFSM during my first outing at Education
Questions as the new Shadow Children’s Minister where I raised
the plight of children going hungry over the school holidays and
that some rely upon their free school meal as the only source of
nutritional food during term-time.

Launch of North East Automotive Alliance

I was delighted to host the launch of the North-East Automotive
Alliance (NEAA) in Parliament.  The NEAA is an industry-led,
membership-based cluster group whose aims and objectives are
to promote and support the automotive sector here in the North-
East, such as Nissan, and is being supported heavily by
Sunderland City Council.  I look forward to seeing this partnership
flourish and the automotive sector here in the region go from
strength to strength.

Sharon Hodgson MP, Washington & Sunderland West Constituency

Units 1 & 1A, Vermont House, Vermont Road, Concord, Washington,

Tyne & Wear NE37 2SQ

Tel. 0191 417 2000.

Website: www.sharonhodgson.org     E-mail: info@sharonhodgson.org    Twitter: @SharonHodgsonMP

In the Constituency

Visit to Little Treasures Day Nursery
to discuss Childcare Bill
With the Childcare Bill currently going through Parliament,
I visited Local Treasures Day Nursery in Washington to
speak to providers and parents about the changes being
proposed by the Government’s doubling of free childcare
for working parents to 30 hours, especially issues around
capacity and the need to get the funding of this policy
right in order to support nurseries to deliver this policy
when the time comes.

Living Streets event Walk to School Month

I attended the Living Streets event at the BALTIC to
celebrate International Walk to School Month, to support
Blackfell Primary School who were one of the schools
attending.  Since 2012, the Local Sustainable Transport
Fund (LSTF) has enabled Living Streets to increase the
number of children walking to school by 23% and reduce
those being driven to school by 30%, helping reverse the
long-term decline in the number of children benefitting
from walking to school.

North East England Economic Forum
I was honoured to attend the North East Economic
Forum’s conference at the Stadium of Light where the
Japanese Ambassador, His Excellency Mr Keiichi
Hayashi, addressed North-East businesses on the
investment the NE has received from Japan, such as
Nissan in Washington & Hitachi in Newton Aycliffe, and
the continued relationship between our region and Japan
in the future.

In Parliament

Kinship Carers’ Reception
As the new Shadow Children’s Minister, one of my
responsibilities is to lead on Labour’s adoption and
fostering policy.  That is why I was delighted to attend the
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