
As a region, we benefit from the economic
advantages of continued membership; with
the North East being the only regional net
exporter in the UK to Europe, receiving
significant investment from EU budgets to
address social issues and invest into our
economic future but also having many large
companies from all over the world who
choose to base their companies in our region,
such as Nissan here in Sunderland, and
recruit and train a local workforce and bring
the much-needed growth our region needs.

Labour understands the importance of our
continued EU membership and the good that
this can bring to people’s lives.  It was Labour
who worked within the European Union to
push for better rights for British workers,
including minimum paid leave, rights for
agency workers, paid maternity and paternity

leave, equal pay, anti-discrimination laws and protection for
the workforce when companies change ownership.  To exit
the EU would put this all in jeopardy.

Britain has a proud tradition as an outward-looking country
whilst working collaboratively with the international
community on issues that not only affect our national
security, but that of the rest of the world, including matters
relating to climate change, terrorism and cross-border crime.
We must use all the avenues available to us to ensure our
nation remains protected; this includes our continued
membership of the EU.

Britain is far better off remaining a member of a reformed
European Union fighting for further reforms, rather than
standing on the side-lines as spectators. 

That is why I will be campaigning to remain a member of the
European Union so that we can protect Britain’s best
interests, both in terms of the lives of ordinary people, our
future economic prosperity and national security.

EU Referendum

After months of protracted talks with other European
leaders, the Prime Minister has finally announced the
outcome of his renegotiation talks for Britain's place in
the European Union and we will now have a referendum
on the 23rd June.

Whilst the Prime Minister failed to make the case for
improved and protected worker’s rights and issues of
national security, such as climate change and terrorism, it
must never be forgotten that reform is continuous and we
should always keep the interests of British people at the
heart of our actions in the EU.

As a proud trading nation, almost half of our exports go to
EU countries – worth an estimated £337 billion last year to
the UK economy.  Not only do we benefit from trade but
also from the direct investment from other EU countries,
which is on average worth £26.5 billion. 
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WSW Labour Party streetstall in Castletown launching “Labour IN” campaign.



Mandatory Reporting roundtable meeting
on online porn and abuse
As the Shadow Children’s Minister, I am all too aware of the issues
surrounding child sexual exploitation and abuse.  I joined my Labour
colleague, Sarah Champion MP, Shadow Minister for Preventing
Abuse and Domestic Violence, in a roundtable discussion on
keeping our children safe online.  1 in 3 people accessing the
internet are under 18, so it is vital that safeguarding initiatives are put
at the heart of internet developments, so that our children can
explore the internet safely.

In the constituency

United Response’s Transforming Care visit

United Response is a national charity which supports adults, young
people and children with disabilities across the country.  They have
developed new models of support for people of transitional age
(14-25) to support young people to enter adulthood and be a part of
their community.  It was a pleasure to visit Joe, along with Catherine
McKinnell MP, and see first-hand the support United Response
provide to ensure Joe gains key skills to live independently whilst he
works towards a qualification in construction.

Meeting on breast cancer services in Sunderland
I was dismayed by the recent announcement that breast cancer
surgery will not be returning to Sunderland Royal Hospital after the
NHS Sunderland Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) awarded a
new five year contract to Gateshead Health NHS Foundation Trust
to provide the service instead.  That is why I, along with my
colleague Julie Elliott MP, met with representatives from Sunderland
CCG to discuss these changes and hear about the new breast
cancer services that will be available at Grindon Lane and how the
treatment and care for women with breast cancer here in
Sunderland will be delivered in the future.

European Referendum Street Stall (see cover photo)
Saturday 27th February was the National Campaign Day for the
“Labour In for Britain” campaign.  Despite a very cold morning it
was great to be out talking to constituents in Castletown.  We spoke
to many voters about the positive case for remaining part of the
European Union and how our membership of the EU protects
worker’s rights and boosts the British economy. 
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In Parliament

WASPI Women’s Pensions debate

This month saw the concerns of the WASPI campaign
debated for the fifth time through one of our Opposition
Day Debates.  In the debate, I raised my concerns
regarding these changes that are affecting thousands of
women up and down the country, as well as sharing one
case in particular that was brought to my attention by a
constituent.  It is high-time that these women are handed a
fair deal so that they are not left destitute in what should
have been their hard-earned retirement.

Eve Appeal Charity Reception

As the Chair of the APPG for Ovarian Cancer, I hosted The
Eve Appeal’s “Make Time for Tea” event in Parliament.
Ovarian cancer is the fifth most common cause of cancer
death in women and accounts for more UK deaths than all
of the other gynaecological cancers put together.  Yet,
awareness remains low.  That is why I am urging women
across the UK to join me in holding a tea party with friends,
family and colleagues to raise vital funds for the Eve
Appeal and to talk to women about this awful disease.
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