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The rhetoric of the Chancellor at the Despatch
Box was one that abandoned the mantras of
austerity and backed Labour’s calls on investing,
but the reality does not match the rhetoric.
Investment still isn’t reaching the levels it needs
to be at and public sector investment is set to
be lower than it was in 2010.
As Brexit negotiations loom and Article 50 is
invoked, we should be preparing our economy
for any future turbulence that may happen in
these uncharted times. The Government
shouldn’t just be preparing for a “rainy day” but
instead a torrential downpour, and ensure
people’s jobs and livelihoods are not affected by
us exiting the EU.
Sharon pictured here with the judges and some of the winners
of her annual Christmas card competition, at the Arts Centre.
Autumn Statement
The word on everyone’s lips in the last couple of weeks has
been the state of our economy, following the new
Chancellor’s first, and final, Autumn Statement – as we now
move to an Autumn Budget and a Spring Statement.
The Chancellor should have used this moment to set the
tone and direction of our economy, especially in a postBrexit world. Yet, he floundered at the first hurdle and
covered it up with chatter around semantics.
When the Tories first came into power in 2010 we were
promised the books would be balanced and our economy
would be growing. However, what we are seeing instead is
growth revised down in 2017 and 2018; borrowing rising to
£122 billion by 2020/21, and productivity revised down this
year and every year of this Parliament.
What we have again is more economic mismanagement and
further cuts, with Universal Credit facing cuts of around
£2billion and no further investment in the crisis-ridden NHS
or social care sector.

US Election
Not only have we seen Brexit and the Autumn Statement
dominating the airwaves here, but also the election happening
across the pond.
Many people stayed up most of the night on Tuesday 8th
November and watched as the results came rolling in, and saw
Donald Trump elected as President. Despite Hilary gaining
more than 2 million votes in the popular vote, the electoral
system in America catapulted Trump into the Presidency.
Sadly, we didn’t see the election of the first female president
that many of us had hoped for but Hilary led an exemplary
campaign which tapped into many of the issues that Americans
face and showed her experience as a woman who has
dedicated 30 years of her life to public service.
The election campaigns were very hard fought, which has
caused some animosity and division within American society,
and I hope that following his election and acceptance speech
on election night, about bringing Americans together and
restoring unity, that Donald Trump delivers on that promise.
America is our closest ally and it is important that we don’t just
work together, but act as a critical friend when it comes to our
shared values and our approach in the world.
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I, Daniel Blake film screening
I was pleased to attend a screening of the critically acclaimed
film: “I, Daniel Blake”, as part of a national campaign evening
where thousands of Labour Party members helped raise
awareness of the Government’s planned cuts to ESA. The film is
deeply harrowing, and although fictional, Ken Loach based it on
many real people's stories of their dealings with the system and
echoes what I see every day in my post bag on the
dehumanising aspects of our welfare system under the Tories.

In Parliament
Speeches and Health Questions

In and around the Constituency
Remembrance Sunday service, Washington Village

It was another busy month in my role as Shadow Minister
for Public Health. Not only did I quiz the Public Health
Minister during Health Questions on childhood obesity
and the revelations in the C4 Dispatches investigation
into the Childhood Obesity Plan, where I was met with
the same answer of ‘this is just the start’, but also spoke
in four debates in one week on self-care, diabetes
technologies, contaminated blood and reducing health
inequalities. You can read them all on my website:
www.sharonhodgson.org/speeches
It was good to see so many people from the community attend
the Washington Remembrance Service on the 13th November.
We must never forget the sacrifices of the men and women who
serve our country in our armed forces. This year we also
remembered the centenary of the Battle of the Somme, where
tens of thousands of men laid down their lives in one of the
bloodiest battles of the First World War.

Food Matters Live

I welcomed the opportunity to speak at the Food Matters
Live conference at the Excel Centre in London, in my
capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health, and sat
on a panel with Duncan Selbie, from Public Health
England, Iain Wright from the Food and Drink Federation,
and Andy Burnham, from the British Dietetics
Association. I made the case strongly that we need to
have a conversation with the Government about the lowbase we are at with the Plan, how we got here and what
the next steps are.

Saks Hair Salon’s Fundraiser, Matfen Hall
Last Sunday, I was delighted to be asked to attend a fundraiser
organised by Saks Hair Salon at Matfen Hall, in aid of
gynaecological cancer. As Chair of the Ovarian Cancer APPG, it
was amazing to be able to meet such hardworking and diligent
campaigners. Saks Hair Salon have now raised over £75,000 in
aide of the Eve Appeal. The money they have raised has directly
contributed to the research and campaigns by the Eve Appeal,
and will help go a long way to support their work.
Annual Christmas card competition
Once again, I held my annual Christmas Card competition at the
Arts Centre last Friday, and whilst it was incredibly tough to pick
the winners out of such a high calibre of entries, I was delighted
to announce Ben Charlton of Columbia Grange Primary School,
whose “mistletoes” feet stood out amongst the rest, and will now
feature on the front of my Christmas card, which will go out to
many within the political world and around our local community.
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