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to hold Government to account and scrutinise
them and their actions.
This is one of the most momentous political,
economic, constitutional and diplomatic issues
facing our country in a generation. It is
important that we get it right. In order to do
that, I have begun consulting constituents via a
questionnaire and also two public meetings to
hear the views of my constituents. The next
one will be on the 25th February in South
Hylton, and details can be obtained by
contacting my constituency office on 417 2000
or e-mail at hodgsons@parliament.uk
In a backbench business debate, called by Siobhain McDonagh
MP, Sharon speaks out against the NHS National Institute of
Clinical Excellence’s (NICE) decision to withdraw funding for the
breast cancer drug Kadcyla.
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Brexit
Since the Supreme Court ruled 8 – 3 that Parliament
must be consulted and give consent to trigger Article 50
of the Lisbon Treaty, which would begin the official
process of the UK leaving the EU, Parliament has been
dominated by Brexit. Currently, Parliament is in the
middle of passing the Withdrawal from the EU (Article
50) Bill, and this week the Bill was voted on at its
Second Reading with 498 MPs voting for it and 114
against. The Bill will now go to Committee Stage,
Report Stage and Third Reading all of next week before
moving up to the House of Lords.
This is a difficult decision to make, but I have always made
my views known, that if Parliament was to be given the
option of voting to trigger Article 50, that I would respect the
result of the referendum and vote to trigger the beginning of
our exit from the EU. This does not mean that the
Government should be given a blank cheque to do as they
please, they must consult Parliament – the sovereign body
of this country which represents the people – and allow us

President Trump
On the 20th January, we saw the 45th President take up
office in the White House and in the short time President
Trump has been in the Oval Office, it has not been without
controversy.
First, we had “alternative facts” about the crowd size at his
inauguration, and then come the Monday after, we saw the
beginning of a raft of executive orders on his infamous wall
on the US border with Mexico and banning federal money
from going to international groups that perform or provide
information on abortions in developing countries; and the list
of planned Executive Orders hasn’t finished.
The most controversial so far has been the Muslim Travel
Ban which sparked global outrage, when Trump arbitrarily
banned travel to the US from 7 Muslim-majority countries
and refugees fleeing the Syrian conflict. This came just an
hour or so after the Prime Minister had been the first World
Leader to visit the new President. Did she know he planned
to do this? Did he mention it? It would seem odd if he
didn’t. However, it took our Prime Minister a full 36 hours or
so to condemn this terrible measure and then a full day
longer than Canada to get assurances of what this ban
meant for British citizens born in one of those 7 countries or
with dual nationality. So much for our “special relationship”.

Some highlights

whole of the UK: PFF Packaging. It was fascinating to see their
production and innovation facilities, but also to speak to them
about the impact Brexit will have on their industry and as the local
MP what I can do to support them as the negotiations begin.
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In Parliament
HeadSmart launch

Brexit consultation public meeting

I was delighted to be invited to the relaunch of
HeadSmart, a brain tumour awareness campaign to
improve understanding and raise awareness of the 8 key
symptoms of brain tumours amongst children.
HeadSmart has been shown to reduce the average
diagnosis time of childhood brain tumours from 13 weeks
to 6.5 weeks. As someone who has continually
supported earlier diagnosis of cancer, this is something I
think we should all be supporting.
Kadcyla breast cancer drug debate
In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Public Health,
I responded to a debate on the breast cancer drug,
Kadcyla. This debate came about following NICE’s
decision to remove funding for this drug, despite it
helping to extend the lives of women with secondary
breast cancer. The current state of approval of drugs
here in the UK has shifted far from being about clinical
need, but about cost-effectiveness, and this is something
I pressed the Government to reconsider, for the sake of
those women who rely upon this drug to live.
In and around the Constituency
PFF Packaging visit, Washington

On one of my regular visits to local businesses in the
constituency, I was pleased to visit one of the most
profitable and innovative packaging businesses in the

This month saw the first of two of my Brexit public meetings. It
was excellent to speak to constituents about Brexit and what they
expect out of it. The issues were diverse and wide ranging, and
many people had differing views on Brexit and on specific issues,
ranging from universities to EU funding in the North East. I am
looking forward to my next one in South Hylton, to continue
informing my work on our exiting of the EU.
Washington Community Foodbank visit, Oxclose

Food poverty is a major issue which I have been campaigning on
for a number of years now, and it is always important to visit our
local foodbank to hear from them and see what is happening at
the frontline. It was great to speak to the volunteers, service users
themselves and also Gentoo who help out with the work of the
foodbank to help provide vital support to so many people across
Washington. Sadly, this is such an essential service and I would
encourage people to donate as and whenever they can.
Socialist Health Association (SHA) event
In my capacity as Shadow Minister for
Public Health, I gave a speech to the
North East SHA on public health policy.
I raised the issues that, despite NHS
England’s Five Year Forward View
promising a radical upgrade in prevention
and public health, we are seeing cuts to
public health budgets, and due to the
NHS crisis, we currently see that this
vision cannot be realised.
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