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our country have never been so stark
and the lack of political will to act on
these issues by the Tories was both
shocking and negligent to those people
demanding answers. It was down to
Labour to show leadership and
demand answers to this now
national crisis.
The Queen’s Speech and the DUP

Pictured here: Some of the 119 Labour women MPs
elected and re-elected in June. Labour continues to lead
the way on gender equality and representation.
General Election result
It was an honour to be re-elected by the good people of our
area to serve as the Member of Parliament for Washington
and Sunderland West. From the day after the results, I was
straight back to work representing Washington and
Sunderland West, and was honoured to be asked by Jeremy
to remain in his frontbench team, as Shadow Minister for
Public Health.
As I said on election night, this election was about a choice:
a choice between a country that works for the privileged few
under the Tories or a country that puts the interests of the
many first under Jeremy Corbyn. In our area, the message
was sent loud and clear to Westminster that people had had
enough of austerity and wanted change and I promised on
the night to take that message with me to Parliament.
Sadly, immediately following the result of the General
Election, we saw yet more horrific scenes on the news when
the tragedy at Grenfell Tower in West London struck and my
thoughts remain with those affected. The social divides in

In the last few weeks, Theresa May has
scrambled to put together a majority
that will allow her to cling
onto power by entering into a supply
and confidence arrangement with the
socially-conservative Democratic
Unionist Party, and gave them an additional £1 billion to buy
their votes.
It is estimated that the money offered to the DUP in just two
years is more than the North East was offered over 30 years
as part of our then devolution deal. The rubbing of the salt
into the wound comes when the Queen’s Speech did nothing
to rectify the issues that people care about, including their
livelihoods, their communities and the public services they
rely upon.
If the money for Northern Ireland had been replicated here in
the North East, especially here in Washington and Sunderland
West, we could have seen major investment in our NHS,
schools, local government and in transport infrastructure,
such as the Metro finally being extended into Washington,
as well as investment in the automotive sector here in
the region.
I will be holding this Government to account every step of the
way, and championing a better Britain that we all know we
can create by ending the 7 years of failed austerity and
ensuring that our region gets a fair share of Government
investment to create the much-needed economic growth that
our region so badly needs.

Some highlights
In Parliament

myself and colleagues, NICE finally agreed to approve the drug
on the NHS and it will benefit thousands of women living with
secondary breast cancer.

School Food Matters 10-Year Anniversary

In and around the Constituency
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Talk at Lord Lawson Academy, Birtley
It is always a pleasure to go into schools and talk to pupils
about my route into politics and what I do as an MP, that is
why I was delighted to go to Lord Lawson Academy to speak
to the sixth form; as part of the Speakers for Schools
programme. There was so much to discuss in the aftermath of
the General Election and I hope that some of the sixth formers
will be inspired to get involved in politics themselves as well as
vote when the time comes.
The“Great Get Together”
It was an honour to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of
School Food Matters in Westminster, an organisation I
have worked with closely over the years on school food
issues. It was wonderful to see over 500 school children
enjoying the day’s events and continue our work to
promote the benefits of a hot and healthy school lunch.
Working-Class Aspiration
– Glass Ceiling, Not Glass Slipper event

A year after the tragic loss of our colleague, Jo Cox, the whole
country united together under the banner of “more in common”
with many thousands of Great Get Together events hosted
across the country to recognise that “we have far more in
common than that which divides us”. I was pleased to pop
along to Saltwell Park, along with Ian Mearns MP to join with
the Bowes Belles W.I. for their picnic, and got to meet some
lovely people from across our area and enjoy the sunshine.
Re-launch of Washington Lodge care home

I was delighted to speak at a Fabian Women’s Network
event on working-class aspiration and talk about my path
into politics, coming from a northern working class singleparent family on benefits, to being a Member of
Parliament and Shadow Minister and how my
background has driven my passions in Parliament,
including my work to improve the life chances of children
and young people to give them the best start in life.
House Magazine’s Campaigner of the Week award
I was honoured with the accolade of House Magazine’s
Campaigner of the Week following my work
pushing for the breast cancer drug, Kadcyla, to be
accessible on the NHS, after it was rejected despite its
many benefits to women living with secondary breast
cancer. However, following concerted campaigning by

It was a pleasure to be asked to attend the re-launch of
Washington Lodge Care Home, following the purchase and
refurbishment by Qualia Care and meet with the residents, their
families and local people who popped along. It was wonderful
to see a renewed focus on patient independence and the
desire to create new links with the community. I wish them all
the best with their work over the coming months
and years ahead.
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