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Leadership Academy and target for BAME
representation, says David Miliband Forthcoming Events

Saturday, June 26th, 11am - Newcastle
Monday June 28th 8pm - Stratford, London
Tuesday, June 29th, Time TBC - Oxford,
Wednesday, June 30th, Time TBC -Lambeth, London

Thursday, July 1st, Time TBC - New MPs Hustings,
London
Sunday, July 4th, Time TBC - Cardiff
Monday, July 5th, 7.30pm - CSM Hustings, London

Saturday, July 10th, 11am - Southampton

Friday, July 16th, 7pm - London Hustings, London

Before the BAME hustings in
Leicester this month, David
Miliband outlined his plans to en-
courage greater political partici-
pation and representation from
ethnic minority communities.
Writing on his blog he said:

“Britain is a mirror to the world
and to make this true of our party
we need political will and leader-
ship to take ethnic minorities from
the margins to the mainstream.”

He set out a four point plan, de-
signed to tackle underrepresen-
tation and to ensure that issues
affecting ethnic minorities were
not marginalized:

1. Establish a Leadership Academy to develop talented Labour
people from underrepresented communities. David highlighted that
this Academy would provide high quality guidance, mentoring and train-
ing to party members from BAME communities and other groups. He
said “It would be targeted at both aspiring candidates and those wait-
ing to be inspired. The Academy would nurture and develop the talent
to lead Labour into the future and change our communities now.”

2. Set a target for the number of Black and Asian MPs for the next
Parliament. At present there are 15 BAME Labour MPs, equivalent to
around 6% of the Parliamentry Labour Party. David pledged to set a
target to increase that number and will work with the party to make sure
it is met. The target will at least in line with the proportion of BAME com-
munities in the country.

3. Take the fight to the BNP. Although the BNP were defeated in Bark-
ing and Dagenham thanks to outstanding campaigning, David high-
lighted that there remain two BNP MEPs in the North West and
Yorkshire. And that the BNP got half a million votes across the country
at the general election. David is committed to rebuilding Labour as a
movement for change precisely so that the party has the strength and
organisation to beat the BNP

4. Defend our communities from Tory cuts. Some BAME communi-
ties have been disproportionately affected by the recession. David
stated that he was determined to strongly oppose the Tory cuts that
damage our future prospects for jobs and growth.
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David has all the necessary qualities to lead
Labour as an effective opposition and eventu-
ally to a general election victory. We admire his
courage and political will as Foreign Secretary,
he handled the situation in Sri Lanka like no-
one else in the world by staking his reputation
to protect true Labour values and to stand up
against tyranny.

All of us involved in the Labour Party will need
to reflect on thirteen years in government and
outline where we will need to improve. This will
require bravery and openness if the Party is to
make the essential steps to address the big is-
sues. There is no-one as adept as David
Miliband in meeting these needs. His person-
ality, intellectual capacity and conviction will
stand in him in good stead to act as the unify-
ing force in the Party, to gather support to fill
the vacuum left by the past thirteen years and
reinvigorate the Party to be the progressive op-
tion for the country.

It would be remiss of me to not mention David’s
pivotal role as an ambassador for BAMEs. He
has lent his support to Tamils for Labour and
the Global Tamil Forum, and in return, we fully
endorse David Miliband as the new leader of
the Labour Party.
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