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Dear Secretary of State,

As you will be aware, Damien McLaughlin was murdered in my constituency on Saturday afternoon
in a horrific attack which took place in front of young children.
 
While the murder of Mr McLaughlin was particularly brutal, it is sadly the case that violent crime has
risen sharply in Enfield over the past year. Latest figures from the Metropolitan Police show, on
average, 20 people in the borough are the victim of such crimes every day; an increase of more than
seven per cent in the past year.
 
I know first hand from my surgeries and on the doorstep, that people in Enfield are worried
about this rise in crime. This bears out the findings of the Met’s Public Attitudes Survey which show
that fear of crime in Enfield has risen from 28 per cent March 2010 to 47 per cent last September.
 
Police officers responded to the attack on Saturday quickly, displaying the kind of courage and care
towards local residents which people in Enfield so appreciate. But my constituents are also well
aware that, while they put themselves in danger every day to protect the public, police officers are
working under increasing and unacceptable pressures. Over the past seven years, almost 200
uniformed police officers and PCSOs have been removed from the streets of Enfield. As I stated in
the House soon after my return to parliament in 2015, there is a connection between these kind of
deep reductions and the increase in crime which we have seen in Enfield since 2010; a point that I
have reiterated repeatedly to ministers over the past two years.
 
In Enfield we have around 500 police officers attempting to protect a population of 330,000.
Moreover, while Enfield is currently London’s fifth largest borough, its population is projected to
increase over the next decade, becoming the fourth biggest by 2030. Spreading resources this thinly
is unfair both to the public and to the police.
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I believe it is imperative that we restore the number of Safer Neighbourhoods Teams to the level
which existed prior to May 2010. I am deeply concerned, however, that government spending plans
will have precisely the opposite effect. The Met has had to make £600m of cuts since 2010 and is
now being required to make a further £400m. Furthermore, as the Mayor of London warned in
February, changes to the Home Office police funding formula later this year suggest the Met could
lose millions more from its annual budget. I cannot see how this will make people safer and urge you
to provide the Mayor of London with the resources he needs to ensure proper levels of policing in
Enfield and throughout the capital.

I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Yours sincerely,

Rt. Hon Joan Ryan MP
Member of Parliament for Enfield North
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