
Beccy was elected in a by-election for
Marine Ward just three months ago. From
day one she’s been asking questions,
challenging the complacent Tory group
running the Council, and putting forward
alternative ideas – and she’s being
listened to. 

She’s already made her mark on policies
concerning:

• Provision of affordable
housing

• The escalating problems
of homelessness

• Better facilities for
cyclists and pedestrians
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Labour is making a real difference in Worthing
Councillor Dr Beccy Cooper, the
first Labour councillor in Worthing
for over 40 years, is already
making waves in the Town Hall

• Council Tax support for
the poorest

• Town centre development
sites

She’s doing what opposition councillors
should be doing. She’s scrutinising the
decisions of the Tory group and holding
them to account. 

Just one Labour councillor is offering the
kind of effective opposition to the Tories
that the Green and two Liberal Democrat
councillors have failed to provide.

Think what another three, four or more
Labour councillors would be able to do
working as a team. That’s why next
May’s Council elections are so important.
We’ve already selected all our
candidates. Over the next six months
we’ll keep you in touch with our
campaign through Labour Local . 

Labour leads the campaign to protect funding for affordable housing
Cllr Cooper and Jim Deen have
taken the fight for affordable
homes cash to the Council

Recent planning decisions have left
Worthing £2m short of the contribution
to affordable housing it should have had
from developers if its own policies had
been fully implemented. “It’s taken a
sustained Labour campaign to expose
what’s been going on,” says Labour’s
Central ward candidate Jim Deen. 

Labour is putting pressure on the Council
to stand up to the developers and turn
down planning applications where
developers are dodging their affordable
housing obligations. “Last month we
were successful in getting the
application to redevelop the seafront
Kingsway Hotel deferred for further
discussions with the developers about
their failure to cough up the affordable
housing cash.”

Jim Deen is determined to keep up the
pressure. “Affordable housing is a basic
need for so many young families.
Worthing is now near the top of the
league table of towns and cities in the
United Kingdom with the least
affordable housing. We have to keep up
the fight.”

Councillor Cooper is
providing effective
opposition and holding
the Tories to account

“I got shouted down when I raised the
issue in Council a year ago,” says Jim.
“Now even the Tories are realising that
something has to be done. 

Young families in Worthing looking for
affordable homes are being cheated by
developers using loopholes in planning
regulations to avoid their obligation to
provide affordable homes in new
developments, or the equivalent value to
build affordable homes on other sites.”    

Developers are using
loopholes to avoid their
obligations to provide
affordable homes



Labour’s team: 
Ready to win next May
The Marine by-election proved that
Labour is now the party to beat in
Worthing. We’ve got a great team of
candidates ready to seize the
opportunity in the Council elections
next May. 

Only a third of the seats come up for
election, so we can’t oust the Tories, but
we’re ready to do the next best thing
and provide the effective opposition
group to the Tories the Lib Dems, Greens
and UKIP have failed to provide.

After years of stalled developments and
increasing frustration over this eyesore,
we’re encouraged to see that plans to
redevelop the site have been put out to
public consultation by the current
owners. But we’re not convinced they’ve
got it right. 

“Our real need in any new development
is affordable housing and there’s no
commitment to that at present,” said
Central Ward candidate Jim Deen. “We’ll
be pressing for the maximum amount in
the final proposal when it comes for
planning consent next year.”

Labour also feels such a key
development should offer something
special for Worthing residents – a
transport hub, something for new
businesses, unique leisure facilities.
“That real spark seems to be missing
from the plans,” said Jim. 

Most people understand that increasing
cycling and walking
is going to help
reduce pressure on
local roads, but
precious little has
been done to
provide high quality
cycleways and to
consider the needs
of pedestrians
around Worthing.
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Castle Ward: Sam Theodoridi 
Durrington Ward: Jill Guest 
Goring Ward: Jane Cropper 
Northbrook Ward: John Martin 
Salvington Ward: Helen Silman
Tarring Ward: Pauline Fraser

Teville Gate: things moving at last

Beccy kick-starts plan for cyclists and walkers

Councils do have new powers to tackle
the problem of private landlords who
don’t keep their properties up to
standard. 

“Our Council could do a lot more to help
young families by using these powers
more vigorously,” said Richard. “That’s
what I’ll be pressing them to do when
I’m elected.”

The shortage of affordable housing
means many young families are living
for longer periods in private rentals and
find themselves having to pay high
rents for properties that are poorly
maintained.

“Only a change in Government can solve
the rent issue,” said Richard Mulholland,
Labour’s candidate in Heene Ward, “but

More time to use the tip
Labour’s campaign to get Worthing’s
waste and recycling centre open more
days has been listened to. 

Plans are going through the County
Council for the centre to open an extra
day a week. 

Cllr Beccy Cooper’s surgery

Heene Ward: Richard Mulholland.
Runs his own tree
surgery business and
lives in the ward with his
family. Top concern for
him is the quality and
cost of private rentals
that many young 
families face.

Marine Ward: Sam Baeza. Works as a
Senior Lecturer in Social
Work at Chichester
University. Sam
recognises the
community value 
of West Park and will
prioritise its continued
redevelopment.

Get a Postal Vote now
A General Election could be called any
time. Don’t be caught out. Any elector
can get a postal vote and it will last as
long as you stay on the electoral
register.

Email us and we’ll get the form to you.
It just takes a few minutes to fill in. 

Keen cyclist, Labour’s Cllr Beccy Cooper
made this one of her priorities, and she’s
been instrumental in getting a Walking
and Cycling Action Group set up by 
the Council. 

“We’ve made terrific progress in a very
short time,” said Beccy. “With a cycling
and walking plan in place, we’ll be in a
good position to go to the County
Council for funding specifically to get
these much needed local facilities for
cyclists and walkers.”

Central Ward: Jim Deen. Worked in
research and magazine
publishing. His family all
live in the area which has
given him first-hand
experience of the
problems of finding
affordable homes to buy
and rent in Worthing.

Tackling the problem of rogue landlords

campaign.worthinglabour@gmail.com

07517 521975

www.worthingwestlabour.org.uk

Twitter: @WorthingWestCLP

facebook.com/WorthingWestLabour/

First Saturday of every month
between 10am and 12 noon at the
Friends Meeting House in Mill Road.

This is primarily for residents in
Marine Ward, but other Labour
representatives will be there to see
residents from Heene and Central
Wards.

How to contact us 


