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This has been a very busy year for the Labour International Coordinating Committee 

(Executive). 

 

Our formal thanks to David Mathieson the previous chair for his term as Chair and his 

continued input as a LICC member. Dalvir suggested that we trial a Co-Chair system 

and Val was asked to share the role. It was also agreed, given the prospective 

workload, that we would have specific task workgroups. Dalvir and Val have worked 

well together as Co-Chairs and the workgroup system has eased the workload.  

Dalvir continued with establishment of the new website and the maintenance of the 2 

Facebook sites. This has been a very time consuming activity but Dalvir has raised 

the number of likes to 1,105. Val maintains the twitter site and Val spent some time 

raising the number of followers to include as many Labour MPs and CLPs as 

possible. We have 900 followers. We took a decision to raise the profile of LI both 

within the Labour Party and externally with wider media.  David has taken been able 

to attract favorable mentions in mainstream media and local radio.  

Our plan included active participation in the General Election and twinning with 

regions. This involved meetings, members travelling to UK involving themselves in 

campaigns and telephone canvassing from outside the UK.  

 

Our campaign to abolish the 15 year cut off for overseas voters continued with many 

contacts with UK Labour politicians and with the hard work of one of our oldest 

members, Harry Shindler.  It took considerable time to get a definitive if reluctant 

answer from the Labour leadership before the election. The Tories promised 

legislation to remove the ban in their manifesto.  

 

After the election of course we then were thrown into the middle of a leadership and 

deputy leadership election. This provided Dalvir with a monumental task of getting 

answers about issues in general and their approach to the EU referendum from all 

the candidates. The system of communication that was set up by some of them 

seemed to only work one way. It was only by persisting that he was able to get the 



answers that he did get for the website. This again shows the fragility of the 

communication and awareness by Labour Headquarters and the wider Party of the 

existence of Labour International. We feel that there is a mismatch between the 

declared ideals of internationalism and the reality. We are hopeful that we can 

improve this now that we have a new leadership team in place.  

 

Part of our strategy to raise our profile was to have a greater presence at conference 

and for the first time we have two events this year including a fundraising dinner and 

Val will speak at a Labour Movement for Europe fringe meeting. Dalvir has a planned 

meeting with the Deputy Leader and another meeting has been agreed with Iain 

McNicol. One to cover our political connection with UK Labour and the other to 

improve the links with Labour HQ and funding.  

 

It has been a challenging year so far for all members and now that LI membership 

has doubled we will have new challenges ahead. 

 

In addition to this work Dalvir has had his own marriage to arrange in September and 

Charlotte, our treasurer, in August. We would like to thank all our team this year and 

the future for LI is looking secure as an effective agency to link Labour members 

across the world.  

 

 


