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VOTER REGISTRATION 
Stronger In wants to encourage as many British overseas residents to register to vote as 

possible. Since the introduction of Individual Voter Registration all eligible voters must 

actively register themselves either by filling in a paper form or by registering online at 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 

The Referendum could be a once in a life time chance for people to have their say on 

Britain’s relationship with Europe, and it is important as many people of all ages and 

demographics have their say. This is especially the case with British citizens who live both 

in Europe and further afield, many of whom have benefited personally from the free 

movement and other opportunities that being a part of Europe gives. 

Historically many overseas voters fall of the voter register due to the transient nature of 

the community but If you are a UK citizen living abroad, you can apply to be an overseas 

voter.  

We want to encourage British overseas voters to register either by telling them to go 

online and register, or by holding a stall similar to your sign up stall encouraging them to 

register. This stall should not be about Stronger In but more widely about the importance 

of both registering to vote and voting.  

WHO CAN VOTE IN THE EU REFERENDUM? 

You can vote in this referendum if you are registered to vote in the UK, are 18 or over on 
23 June 2016 and are: 

 A British or Irish citizen living in the UK, or 

 A Commonwealth citizen living in the UK who has leave to remain in the UK or who 
does not require leave to remain in the UK 

 A British citizen living overseas who has been registered to vote in the UK in the last 
15 years 

 An Irish citizen living overseas who was born in Northern Ireland and who has been 
registered to vote in Northern Ireland in the last 15 years 

WHO CAN REGISTER AS A OVERSEAS VOTER? 

You must have been registered to vote in the UK in the last 15 years and be eligible to vote 
in UK Parliamentary general elections and European Parliamentary elections. 

If you were too young to register when you left the UK, you can still register as an overseas 
voter. You can do this if your parent or guardian was registered to vote in the UK, as long as 
you left the UK no more than 15 years ago. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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PUBLIC SERVENTS POSTED OVERSEAS 

There are separate registration services for public servants who are likely to be posted 
overseas: 

 Crown servants (eg diplomatic service, overseas civil service) 
 British Council employees 
 armed forces 

You can still register as a non-service voter if you’re in the armed forces and have a 
permanent home address in the UK. 

HOW CAN I REGISTER TO VOTE? 

To register to vote in England, Scotland or Wales, you can register online in the same way 
as all other voters in Great Britain. Register online any time at gov.uk/register-to-vote. 

To register to vote in Northern Ireland, visit the Electoral Office for Northern Ireland 
website to download the correct form. 

WHICH ELECTIONS & REFERENDUMS CAN I VOTE IN? 

If you are registered as an overseas voter, you can vote in the following elections in the UK: 

 European Parliament elections 

 UK Parliament elections 

 EU referendum 

Registered overseas voters will be able to vote in the upcoming referendum on the UK's 
membership of the European Union. 

The referendum will take place on Thursday 23 June 2016. 

HOW CAN I VOTE? 

You can choose your method of voting depending on your personal circumstances. 

In 2014 the way we register to vote changed, and if you want to vote by post or by proxy 
you must be registered under the new system. To check if you're correctly registered, 
contact the local authority of the address you are registered to. To find their contact 
details, enter the relevant postcode in the 'Your local area' box on 
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote-crown-servants-british-council-employees
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote-crown-servants-british-council-employees
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote-armed-forces
https://www.registertovote.service.gov.uk/register-to-vote/country-of-residence?_ga=1.118782217.1276579842.1417597719
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
http://www.eoni.org.uk/Register-To-Vote/Special-Category-Registration
http://www.eoni.org.uk/Register-To-Vote/Special-Category-Registration
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/what-can-i-vote-for/european-parliament
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/what-can-i-vote-for/uk-parliament
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/upcoming-elections-and-referendums/eu-referendum
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/
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VOTING BY POST 

If you live abroad, you can apply to vote by post. You need to make sure you have time to 
receive and return your ballot papers by polling day. If you don't think you can return them 
in time, you may want to consider voting by proxy.  

To check when postal votes are being sent out contact the local authority of the address 
you are registered to. You can find their contact details in the 'Your local area' box at the 
top of the page on http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/. 

Find out more about voting by post 

VOTING BY PROXY 

If you're abroad, you can apply to vote by proxy. This means you can appoint someone to 
vote on your behalf. Both you and the person you appoint as your proxy must be 
registered under the new system.    

Find out more about voting by proxy 

VOTING IN PERSON 

If you happen to be in the UK on election day, you can always vote in person at a polling 
station. 

However, if you have appointed a proxy you can only do this if your proxy has not already 
voted on your behalf. If you have a postal vote, you cannot be issued with a ballot paper in 
the polling station but you can hand in your completed postal ballot at the polling station. 

The above information has been taken from www.aboutmyvote.co.uk or 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote  

 
 

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/how-do-i-vote/voting-by-post
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/how-do-i-vote/voting-by-proxy
http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

