
LICC Meeting 05.07.2017 Resolution No. 2 Migrants Rights, Brexit, 

Refugee Work and the Right to a Family Life 
 

The LICC notes: 
The increasingly xenophobic tone of statements from the Tory Government, The European Union 

and Governments worldwide; 

That the Tory Government is using the rights of EU Migrants as a bargaining chip and EU Migrants as 

hostages in its botched Brexit negotiations; 

That the Tory Government wishes to create a category of second class residents in the UK, with 

biometric ID cards, limitations on family rights, and no recourse to the European Courts; 

That recent changes in the minimum income requirements for non-UK partners needed for joining 

UK partners makes it impossible for families to live together in the UK, and denies them the right to 

a family life; 

That the Tory government has used migrants as scapegoats in order to draw attention away from its 

failed austerity agenda in the UK, which has starved public services of resources, and contributed to 

growing xenophobia in the UK; 

That more people have been internationally displaced by conflict and crisis than at any time since 

World War II and that the Government continues to obstruct efforts to create safe and legal routes 

for refugees; 

That the Tory Government has failed to honour the spirit of the Dub's Amendment and Dublin III 

initiatives which allow for the resettlement of unaccompanied asylum seeking and refugee children 

in the UK. This denies those children an equal right to a family life and safe sanctuary, and increases 

the risk of asylum seeking children falling into the hands of people traffickers and smugglers; 

That British migrants who have not taken the nationality of another country, or that cannot take the 

nationality of their residence country without giving up their British nationality are disenfranchised 

by the 15 year rule. 

The LICC believes: 
That migrants, whether they are from the UK, from the rest of the EU, or are fleeing war, 

persecution or economic hardship elsewhere, have the same rights as everyone else and that these 

rights must be guaranteed and protected; 

That future, xenophobic restrictions on EU migrants’ rights in the UK will provoke retaliation by some 

EU Member States affecting the rights of UK citizens in the EU; 

That UK citizens should continue to enjoy the same rights after Brexit as they do now under EU 

Freedom of Movement provisions, and that no new restrictions should be imposed on them , either 

by the EU, or by individual Member States; 



That British migrants should not be disenfranchised due to the 15 year rule; 

That refugees must not be the targets of xenophobic attacks by right wing governments in Europe 

and elsewhere; 

That the UK needs to live up to its responsibilities as a refuge from persecution 

The LICC resolves: 
To establish a working party of LI Members to formulate and implement an LI Migrants Rights 

Campaign; 

To circulate this resolution to all Labour International members, to the NEC of the Labour Party and 

to our contacts in Social Democratic and Democratic Socialist Parties; 

To invite representatives of the existing initiatives being undertaken by LI members in this area, e.g. 

Resources for British Migrants, European Residents Labour International, Refugee Support and 

Campaign organisations such as the Migrant Support Network to participate in the working party, 

working alongside European and other international partners, such as British in Europe and 3 Million 

to campaign for safe and legal routes to resettlement; 

To invite the Working Party to report back 1 month after its establishment to the LICC with a report 

on activity and proposal for the LICC to take up with the LI membership and with other interested 

parties 

To co-opt a member of the working party, and a backup to become members of the LICC and to 

participate fully in the work of the LICC to ensure that all LICC work reflects the importance of this 

area. 

The LICC welcomes: 
The call of the Labour Party to abolish the minimum income rule for partners. 

The LICC calls upon the Labour Leadership and the Labour Party NEC to: 
Give due importance to the well-being of the 3.5 million EU migrants in the UK as well as other 

non-EU migrants; 

Push the UK Government to back up away from its xenophobic approach to the issue of EU migrants; 

To work with EU Governments and with Social Democratic and Democratic Socialist Parties across 

Europe to protect the current rights of UK nationals living in the EU and to campaign jointly against 

the rise of xenophobia directed at foreign nationals in particular; 

To actively support the campaigning activities of Labour International in this area. 




