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A message from Alan 
2017 has in many ways been a strange year.  

From the uncertainly of the Brexit negotiations to 

the snap General Election it has been an          

unsettling time for many. 

Here in Tynemouth the dedication of so many 

local people who work tirelessly all year round 

does not change.  From nurses, teachers, fire-

fighters to churches, clubs and charities too     

numerous to mention.  Let me say thank you to 

all of those who give their time and care for       

others.  What you do is very special.   

Here’s a copy of my Christmas Card.  Thanks to 

Elaine from Whitley Bay for the picture of  

Marden Quarry 

I recently spoke in Parliament to raise concerns on      

behalf of North Shields fishermen and businesses. 

In 2014 a Condition of the Quay Report showed an      

urgent need of repair.  The area most in need is the      

Protection Jetty which allows local boats to harbour and 

protects them from the river current.  It is estimated that 

the cost of repair could be as high as £8 million. Even 

splitting the project into two and accessing EMFF monies 

the funding gap is still around £4.5 million.  

If the North Shields Fish Quay Company sought funding 

as a private company the maximum would be 50%. The 

Quay however belongs to the Port of Tyne Authority and 

as such could increase eligibility to 75% of the cost. Port of Tyne is not however an SME – it 

employs more than 250 people and has a turnover of over 50 million euros – and is therefore 

ineligible.  In fact as a trust port North Shields, like most, if not all trust ports would never    

qualify for EMFF funding.  It is ironic that the organisations to whom repair and regeneration of     

infrastructure falls find themselves locked out of funding.   

I have written to the Fisheries Minister to ask that this is looked at as a matter of urgency. 

Standing up for North Shields Fish Quay in Parliament 

It reaches beyond politics and makes our community what it is. 

Finally, let me wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a safe and peaceful 2018.  

Happy New Year! 

Best wishes 



I recently attened an event in       

parliament organised by Cats       

Protection to show my support for 

their campaign calling for better    

regulation of commercial kitten 

sales. 

I was pleased to say a few words at 

the opening of the new state of the 

art endoscopy unit at Rake Lane.  I 

will continue to champion our local 

NHS and ensure local people have 

access to the best services. 

Community Commitment Common Sense 

Championing Communities 

I attended this year’s annual 

breakfast club awards which are 

organised to celebrate the           

important role that breakfast clubs 

play in schools across the UK. Next 

year will mark the 20th            

Anniversary. 

On National Postal Workers Day I was 

pleased to celebrate the hard work of 

postal workers, acknowledge the    

critical role they play in our local 

communities and give them the 

thanks and recognition they deserve 

delivering the People’s Post. 

Opening of Endoscopy 

Unit at Rake Lane 

Campaigning on Kitten 

sales with Cats Protection 

Standing up for local 

posties  

Breakfast Clubs Award 

2017 



Community Commitment Common Sense 

Championing Communities 

I was pleased to join Mars make a com-

mitment to the #generationofchange 

campaign to ensure a sustainable future 

for our children and grandchildren. 

Celebrating Sustainability 

Safer Pharmacies Charter 

I went to the launch of the Safer           

Pharmacies campaign which is calling on 

the government to drop plans for remote 

pharmacists. The public expect and must 

have access to a pharmacist in the     

pharmacy at all times.  

Meeting with local Fire Chiefs 

I met with the Tyne and Wear Fire and 

Rescue Service. It is clear that cuts are 

impacting the service and I will be      

holding the Government to account. 

Supporting Dog’s Trust UK 

I’m very pleased to support Dogs Trust in 

raising awareness of the plight of illegally 

imported puppies.  I’m calling on the      

Government to take action by enforcing 

proper checks at the ports and on-the-spot 

fines to deter breeders and dealers. 



Community Commitment Common Sense 

Championing Communities 

Congratulations to local lads Stuart and 

Leon who have completed their training 

as fishing apprentices and are about to 

start a career at sea. 

Meeting Fishing Apprentices 

Young People’s Mental Health 

 

I’m supporting the Action for Children and 

Royal Mail Campaign ‘Delivering the 

Blues’ programme which is aimed at     

raising awareness of young people’s    

mental health issues. 

Don’t forget the Woodlawn  

Boxing Day Xmas Pudding Fun 

Run! 

 

I’ll be starting this year’s boxing day run.  

Everyone is welcome on the day! 
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