
Commons News 

Alan Campbell MP Weekly Update 

Friday 13th January 2016 

On Monday, the Health Secretary made a    

statement on mental health and NHS            

performance.  

This followed plans announced by the Prime 

Minister on mental health support in schools, 

workplaces and the wider community. 

I welcome measures to improve mental health 

services, but similar promises have been made 

before and there has been a reduction in mental 

health nurses, doctors and beds, while          

children’s local mental health budgets have been 

raided to plug funding gaps in the wider NHS.  

The Secretary of State was asked why the     

Government would not ring-fence money for 

mental health to prevent this raiding of budgets 

from happening in the future. 

Monday’s statement allowed the House of 

Commons to consider the pressure on the 

NHS this winter for the first time this week.  

A third of hospitals declared last month that 

they needed urgent help to deal with the      

number of patients coming through the doors; 

A&E departments have turned patients away 

more than 140 times; and 15 hospitals ran out 

of beds in one day in December. 

I believe the Government has been wrong to 

ignore calls for extra funding for the NHS and I 

was concerned that on Monday the Secretary of 

State for Health announced the Government’s 

intention to rewrite and downgrade the       

four-hour target for treating patients in A&E. 

Instead, the Government should guarantee the 

NHS the funding it needs. 

Mental Health and NHS 

performance: 

Government Statement 

Labour used its Opposition Day Debate on Wednesday to 

press the Government to urgently provide the NHS and 

social care sector the funding it desperately needs.  I and 

colleagues are calling on the Prime Minister to bring       

forward the £700m of social care funding planned for 

2019/20 now and to pledge a new funding settlement for 

health and social care in the Budget in March. 

The current crisis in our NHS is unprecedented. Our 

health service is on its knees with one third of hospitals 

having declared they need urgent help to deal with the 

number of patients coming through their doors. 

A&E departments have turned patients away more than 

143 times between 1 December 2016 and 1 January 2017. 

In one day last month 15 hospitals ran out of beds with   

elderly patients languishing on trolleys in corridors,      

sometimes for over 24 hours. 

Instead of dealing with the crisis, Jeremy Hunt suggested 

that the four hour A&E target should be downgraded and 

no longer apply to minor injuries. Labour brought in the 

four hour standard in 2000 as 98% of patients were seen 

within 4 hours. The Tories then downgraded this to 95% in 

2011 and have still consistently missed their own targets.  

Jeremy Hunt is simply moving the goal posts and surely this 

must be seen as a total admission of failure by the         

Government. Once again Jeremy Hunt is proving that you 

can’t trust the Tories with the NHS. 

As your MP I will be campaigning hard, calling on the     

Government to guarantee that key waiting targets are    

protected, to bring forward the £700m of social care     

funding planned for 2019/20 now and to pledge a new    

funding settlement for health and social care in the Budget 

in March. 

It is quite clear that the NHS will only be protected under 

a Labour Government.  

We will always ensure the NHS has the funding it needs 

and will join up services from home to hospital with a 

properly integrated health and social care service. 

NHS Opposition Day Debate 
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On Monday, the House of Commons considered the 

Technical and Further Education Bill. The Bill proposes 

to rename the Institute for Apprenticeships the 

“Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education” 

and to extend its remit. It also proposes to create an 

insolvency framework for the further education sector. 

I believe that further education plays a vital role in     

giving young people the skills they need, and supporting 

older learners into retraining and learning new skills. It 

is essential that it is put on a sustainable financial     

footing. However, this Bill offers no new investment 

and no new plan to deliver financial sustainability for 

this vital sector. 

Although I welcome some of the Bill’s proposals on the 

Institute for Apprenticeships, the Government has not 

done enough to make clear the role and capacity of the 

Institute. I also believe it is a missed opportunity that 

the Bill does not include a strategy for careers           

education for apprentices and those pursuing technical 

qualifications. I supported an amendment that would 

have required the Government to produce such a 

strategy. Unfortunately, the Government opposed the 

amendment and it was defeated. 

I believe the proposals in the Bill establishing an         

insolvency framework for further education (FE) and 

sixth form colleges are necessary. However, this is only 

the case because of repeated Government failure in this 

sector. 

I am also concerned that the Bill does not prevent     

assets of insolvent colleges that were paid for with    

public funds from being transferred to private          

companies. I supported an amendment that would have 

ensured that colleges with a track record of accruing 

assets publicly could not be transferred to a for-profit 

private company. Unfortunately, the Government      

opposed the amendment and it was defeated. 

Technical and Further  

Education Bill (Report 

Stage and Third Reading) 

On Tuesday, the House of Commons considered 

the Commonwealth Development Corporation Bill. 

The Commonwealth Development Corporation 

(CDC) is a private equity company owned by the 

Department for International Development (DFID). 

Its role is to invest in private enterprises – typically, 

those that would struggle to attract investment 

from elsewhere – in developing countries.  

The Bill proposes to increase the cap on the        

financial assistance DFID can provide to CDC from 

£1.5 billion to £6 billion. It also proposes to enable 

the Government to further increase the cap to £12 

billion without passing a further Bill. 

I am committed to maintaining the UK’s pledge to 

spend 0.7% of gross national income (GNI) on   

overseas aid. However, the Government must      

deliver aid in a way that is accountable, ensures     

value for money and delivers on the UK’s             

development objectives.  

While I support the aims of the Bill, I had a number 

of concerns about its lack of safeguards. 

I voted in favour of an Opposition amendment 

which would have required the Government to    

accompany any proposal to increase the cap on 

funding to CDC without passing a further Bill with 

an analysis of CDC’s use of offshore financial       

centres.  

I also supported an amendment to limit the         

proportion of official overseas development         

assistance that DFID could give to CDC.  

Unfortunately, the Government opposed both of 

these amendments and they were defeated. 

Commonwealth            

Development Corporation 

Bill (Report Stage and 

Third Reading) 

Next Week 

Tuesday: SNP Opposition Day Debate. 

Wednesday:  General Debate on Exiting the EU: 

Law enforcement and criminal justice. 

Thursday: Debate on a motion on Kashmir/General 

Debate on Holocaust Memorial Day. 
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