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On Monday, the House of Commons           

considered the National Citizen Service Bill. 

National Citizen Service (NCS) is a summer 

programme that offers courses to 15-17 year 

olds during the school holidays in England and 

Northern Ireland. It is currently administered 

by the NCS Trust, a community interest       

company. 

The Bill proposes to place NCS on a permanent 

statutory footing, with the aim of making the 

NCS Trust a national institution while           

preserving its independent ethos. It also       

proposes to establish appropriate  administra-

tive, funding and accountability arrangements 

for the NCS Trust and to enable HMRC to 

send information on NCS to young people. 

Bringing young people of diverse backgrounds 

together is more valuable than ever, and social 

integration is the most important function of 

NCS. I therefore welcome the Bill and its      

provisions to put NCS on a more secure    

footing. However, I believe the Government 

must go further in protecting the inclusivity and 

diversity that are fundamental to NCS.  

The proportion of NCS graduates from poorer 

backgrounds has fallen since 2011. The        

Government must do more to make NCS open 

to those who need it most. I would also like to 

see changes to the Bill to strengthen NCS’s   

focus on integration and to give young people a 

bigger role in making decisions at every level of 

the organisation. I hope that the Government 

will listen to these concerns as the Bill          

progresses so that we can harness the potential 

of young people to the fullest. 

National Citizen  

Service Bill 

On Tuesday, the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU 

made a statement in the House of Commons following a 

speech by the Prime Minister about our relationship with 

the EU. 

A one-off speech is not the same as a plan for Brexit and I 

believe it would have been more appropriate had the Prime 

Minister delivered it in the House of Commons to allow 

MPs to ask questions on behalf of our constituents. 

The Prime Minister’s speech on Tuesday did provide us 

with further details though, including that the Government 

will seek the greatest possible access to the single market 

rather than membership. She also announced that the   

Government wants a customs agreement with the EU and 

a phased process of implementation. 

For months, my colleagues and I have been calling for the 
fullest possible access to the single market, as well as     

highlighting the risks of leaving the customs union,          

emphasising the need for transitional arrangements and 

pressing for protection for workers’ rights.  

The Prime Minister has rightly accepted these points in her 

plan. If she achieves what she has now set out to achieve, 

we will avoid the hard Brexit that many businesses and 

trade unions feared. 

However, setting out ambitions is the easy part. Delivery is 

much more difficult and I will be holding the Government 

to account on a number of tests. On trade and the       

economy, the final deal must ensure full access to the single 

market free of tariffs, be as beneficial for services as it is for 

goods and not introduce any new regulatory burdens or 

red tape for businesses. I will also be pushing the          

Government on how it will fully protect workers’ rights, 

on the assurances it has given to EU citizens in the UK, and 

on human rights protections and environmental standards. 

The Government must demonstrate how its objectives can 

now be achieved outside the single market and parts of the 

customs union, and how it will ensure all sectors and       

regions of the economy can thrive. The Prime Minister has 

chosen a risky implementation plan and she owns the    

consequences now, in 2019, and beyond. 

New partnership with the EU 

Government Statement 
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I am concerned that the combined effect of real 

terms cuts to the education budget and Govern-

ment proposals to reform school funding will cause 

almost every school in England to lose funding. I 

fear that the Government's proposed new funding 

formula will simply redistribute a sum of money 

that is inadequate to support our schools and pro-

vide our children with the excellent education they 

deserve. 

I support the principle that all schools should re-

ceive fair funding. However, simply taking money 

away from existing schools and redistributing it, 

when budgets all across the country are being cut, 

is not the answer.  

The National Audit Office has said mainstream 

schools will be required to find £3 billion of savings 

by 2019-20, a real-terms reduction of 8% per pupil 

between 2014-15 and 2019-20. 

In our area we stand to lose £8,919,909 and up to 

230 by 2020 

You can have your say on the government’s plans 

by responding to their consultation online at;  

https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/

schools-national-funding-formula2/ 

Consultation on Schools 

Funding Formula On Tuesday, the House of Commons debated 2 

SNP motions.  The first called for the Government 

to present to Parliament its plan for the rural     

economy in negotiations with the EU before        

triggering Article 50, and to give assurances on the 

future of agriculture and fisheries after 2020. 

I am concerned that seven months since the vote to 

leave the EU, we have yet to see a plan from the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural       

Affairs. To provide clarity and security through    

transition, and security for the long term, farmers 

need a plan now. Yet the big question has not yet 

been answered: what will replace the Common     

Agricultural Policy? 

It is also clear that in many rural areas there are 

deep-seated problems stemming from a lack of    

economic development and poor infrastructure.   

Rural areas feel left behind by a Government that 

has failed to invest in their industry and their      

communities. I believe the Government must deal 

with them urgently if we are to give rural           

communities a fair deal after Brexit. 

I supported the SNP motion on Tuesday. However, 

it was defeated and the Government passed its own 

motion. 

The second motion called on the Department to 

suspend the rollout of its flagship Universal Credit 

(UC) scheme and Jobcentre closure programme. 

I supported the original principles of UC – to make 

sure that work always pays, by allowing people to 

work more hours without the fear of being made 

worse off. However, more people in work – 7.4 

million – are in poverty than ever before. Most    

importantly for low-income families, the  Govern-

ment is pressing ahead with cuts that will leave 2.1 

million people on average £2,100 worse off. 

I believe that, like our NHS, the social security      

system should be based on principles of dignity,       

inclusion and support. The Government should stop 

trying to rebuild the economy on the backs of the 

poor, sick and disabled and should reverse its cuts 

to UC. 

I supported the motion on Tuesday. Unfortunately, 

the Government defeated the motion and            

substituted its own. 

Opposition Day Debates 

Next Week 

Monday: Local Government Finance Bill (Second 

Reading). 

Tuesday: Wales Bill.  

Wednesday:  Opposition Day Debate on Prisons. 

Thursday: Debate on statutory pubs code and pubs 

adjudicator. 

Friday: Homelessness Reduction Bill. 
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