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On Wednesday, the House of Commons debat-

ed an Opposition motion on school funding. 

At the 2015 general election, the Government’s 

manifesto promised a real-terms increase in the 

schools budget and to protect funding for every 

child. Yet the Government is now overseeing 

the first real-terms cut in the schools budget for 

over two decades, the steepest our schools 

have faced since the 1970s. Indeed, the National 

Audit Office has revealed that there will be an 

8% cut in pupil funding between 2015 and 2020, 

which means that schools in every constituency 

will lose money because of the Government’s 

failure to protect funding for schools. 

The Government’s proposed solution to this 

problem is a so-called “national fair funding for-

mula” aimed at addressing gaps in funding be-

tween different areas of the country. However, 

under the Government’s proposals nearly half 

of all schools in the country will lose funding. I 

am concerned that the Government is simply 

moving around an existing sum of money that 

we already know is inadequate. Not only is 

there nothing fair about the proposed funding 

formula, but it will not make up for overall real-

terms cuts. 

I believe this is a dire situation for our schools 

and one which will only continue to get worse 

with the cuts put in place by the Government. I 

supported the Opposition’s motion on 

Wednesday, which called on the Government 

to ensure that all schools have the funding that 

they need to provide an excellent education for 

every child. Unfortunately, the motion did not 

pass. 

School Funding 

(Opposition Day  

Debate) On Monday, the Second Reading of the Local Government 

Finance Bill took place. 

The Bill provides the framework for reforms to the local 

government finance system, which will move local councils 

away from a central government grant and towards much 

greater reliance on local taxes. This would include          

introducing the retention of 100% of business rates        

revenue by local government. 

I welcome the move towards devolution. However the 

retention of business rates will come a ta cost to North 

Tyneside and I will continue to press for proper funding 

from the centre to address our local needs.  

Under the Bill, the Secretary of State retains the power to 

cut or increase business rates from Whitehall. Local     

councils are not truly empowered by this move. 

I also believe the Bill is more notable for what it lacks than 

what it contains. It provides no detail on what kind of     

redistribution mechanism will accompany the business rate 

retention scheme, nor on what extra responsibilities will 

be passed on to councils.  

Councils have already suffered severely as a result of six 

years of cuts, and this is having a drastic impact on ser-

vices. The Institute for Fiscal Studies estimates that be-

tween 2010 and 2020 councils will have had their direct 

funding cut by 79%. 

I hope to see amendments to ensure a fair funding formula 

that takes into account regional inequality and differing    

local needs. Otherwise, the Bill risks increasing the       

postcode lottery in council services. 

Local Government Finance 

Bill (Second Reading)  
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On Tuesday, the Supreme Court judged that the      

Government must have the approval of Parliament     

before it can trigger Article 50 and begin the formal    

process of leaving the EU. 

In a statement to the House of Commons, the Secretary 

of State for Exiting the EU subsequently announced that 

the Government would introduce a Bill to Parliament 

that will give it this authorisation. This will be debated in 

the House of Commons next week. 

I accept and respect the outcome of the EU referendum 

and we must now ensure that our exit deal with the EU 

protects jobs, living standards and workers’ rights. On 

an issue as important as this, we need proper scrutiny 

and transparency, and it would be wrong of the        

Government to try to minimise the role of Parliament. 

It is welcome that on Wednesday the Prime Minister 

made a significant U-turn, under pressure from Labour,  

and finally agreed to set out her plan in a White Paper 

which must be published soon. 

Triggering Article 50 is just the start of the process, not 

the end, and the Government cannot be given a blank 

cheque for the high-risk approach it has chosen to take.  

I will support amendments to the Article 50 Bill to      

ensure that the Government sticks to a number of    

principles throughout the Brexit negotiations. These 

should include the best possible continued access to 

markets, protecting workers’ rights and confirming the 

legal status of EU   citizens currently in the UK. 

I will also support amendments to ensure robust and 

regular parliamentary scrutiny of the progress being 

made on negotiations, and to provide a meaningful vote 

on the final deal before the Government agrees it with 

the EU. 

Article 50 (Government 

Statement) 

On Wednesday, the House of Commons debated 

an Opposition motion on prisons. 

Since 2010, the Government has cut frontline 

prison officers by 6,000 and more than 60% of 

prisons are now overcrowded. Violence in      

prisons is at record levels with year-on-year     

assaults up by 34% and assaults on staff by 43%. 

There has also been a number of recent prison 

disturbances at Swaleside, Birmingham, Lewes, 

Bedford and Moorland. 

I am worried about the detrimental impact a lack 

of prison staff is having on managing prison       

violence and rehabilitation.  

In 2016, the Government set out its intention to 

increase staffing levels by 2,500 officers.         

However, while any increase in staff numbers is 

welcome, this figure represents less than half the 

number of prison officers cut by the Government 

since 2010. 

I believe that the Government is presiding over a 

crisis in our prisons. Its approach to cutting public 

spending on prisons and probation has been at 

the expense of prison and public safety.  

The Government must act to reduce            

overcrowding and improve safety in our prisons, 

while ensuring that those who should be in prison 

go to prison. 

The Government defeated the Opposition’s     

motion by 289 votes to 196. 

Prisons  

(Opposition Day Debate) 

Next Week 

Monday: Pensions Bill 

Tuesday: European Union (Notification of     

Withdrawal Bill (Second Reading Day 1) 

Wednesday:  European Union (Notification of 

Withdrawal Bill (Second Reading Day 2) 

Thursday: General Debate on Armed Forces 

Covenant 2016  
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