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On Monday, the Minister for Work and       

Pensions was asked to make a statement on the 

proposed closure of Jobcentre Plus offices 

throughout the United Kingdom. 

On Thursday 26 January, the Department for 

Work and Pensions published proposals for the 

future of its estate, including jobcentres and 

back-office sites. T 

he plans include the closure of one in ten      

jobcentres across the UK including the one in 

Whitley Bay. 

I strongly oppose these proposals, as I believe 

they will have a damaging impact on how vital 

employment support is provided.  I am         

concerned at the impact the closures will have 

on claimants, including increased travel times, 

additional costs, and accessibility issues. 

I do not believe that these plans have been 

thought through. The Government needs to 

reconsider its proposals. 

Jobcentre Plus Office 

Closures 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the Government’s European 

Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill, which gives the 

Prime Minister approval to trigger Article 50, was debated 

for the first time in the House of Commons.  Although I 

voted and campaigned to Remain, I accept the outcome of 

the referendum and the need to trigger Article 50 to begin 

the negotiation. 

The Bill passed its Second Reading on Wednesday and will 

now be considered further at Committee Stage next 

week. 

Triggering Article 50 is just the start of the process of 

leaving the EU and there needs to be accountability and 

scrutiny throughout the whole process. I therefore intend 

to support amendments to the Government’s Bill at   

Committee Stage next week – particularly on guaranteeing 

that there will be a meaningful vote whereby our          

Parliament votes on the Brexit deal before the European 

Parliament does. 

European Union (Notification 

of Withdrawal) Bill (Second 

Reading) and Exiting the EU: 

New Partnership 

(Government Statement) 

On Monday, the Foreign Secretary made a statement on changes in US immigration policy. This was followed 

by an emergency debate on this issue. 

On Friday 27 January, President Trump issued an executive order banning citizens of seven predominantly 

Muslim countries – Syria, Iraq, Iran, Somalia, Yemen, Libya and Sudan – from entering the US for a period of 

90 days. The executive order also placed an indefinite ban on Syrian refugees. I believe these measures are    

discriminatory, divisive and counterproductive and need to be repealed. 

The UK’s relationship with the US is based not only on shared interests and history, but also on shared values. 

If President Trump is going to discard these values, the Prime Minister must be willing to tell him that he is 

wrong. The Government plans to welcome the President to the UK for a state visit later this year. I have 

called on the Prime Minister to reconsider that invitation.  

US Immigration Policy (Government Statement and 

Emergency Debate) 
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On Monday, the Pension Schemes Bill had its Second 

Reading in the House of Commons.  

The Bill aims to improve the regulation of master trusts, 

which are trust-based occupational pension schemes 

serving multiple, unrelated employers.  

It also seeks to allow certain regulations to override 

contractual terms in occupational pension schemes, with 

the intention of enabling policies to restrict certain     

pension scheme charges. 

I support the measures included in this Bill which are 

overdue.  

Master trusts operate on a scale that is unprecedented 

in occupational pensions and most are run on a profit 

basis. Currently, however, they are not subject to the 

same regulation as contract-based workplace pensions. 

Given that the savings and pensions of millions of em-

ployees are at risk, we cannot allow this to continue. 

However, I believe the Bill is also a missed opportunity 

to address wider pensions issues including the plight of 

Waspi women. 

Pension Schemes Bill 

(Second Reading) 

On Thursday the Transport Secretary made a 

statement about airport capacity and airspace 

policy.  

This follows the Government’s announcement 

last year that its preferred option for expanding 

airport capacity is a new runway at Heathrow.  

The Government published its draft airports     

national policy statement which sets out the     

rationale for backing an additional runway at 

Heathrow and announced the start of a          

consultation on these proposals.  

This is I believe the best outcome for Newcastle 

International and our region. 

It is in the national interest for the Government 

to ensure that it delivers a balanced and           

sustainable airspace solution. I believe this can be 

achieved, but only in the context of a coherent 

aviation strategy that works for the whole      

country. 

Airport Capacity and 

Airspace Policy 

(Government Statement)  

Next Week 

Monday: European Union (Notification of     

Withdrawal) Bill (Day 1) (Committee of the 

whole House) 

Tuesday: European Union (Notification of      

Withdrawal) Bill (Day 2) Committee of the 

whole House  

Wednesday:  European Union (Notification of 

Withdrawal) Bill (Day 3) Committee of the 

whole House and Remaining Stages 
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