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Cultural Property 

(Armed Conflicts) Bill 

On Tuesday, the House of Commons debated the Criminal 

Finances Bill. I support the Bill, which will introduce new 

powers and safeguards to tackle money laundering and    

terrorist financing, and to recover the proceeds of crime. 

It is estimated that the annual loss through money         

laundered globally is $800 billion to $2 trillion and that    

serious and organised crime costs the UK economy at least 

£24 billion annually. The amount of money laundered in our 

country every year is between £36 billion and £90 billion. 

So it is only right that we tighten up the legislation with this 

Bill. 

On Tuesday I voted for an amendment to the Bill on cen-

tral public registers of beneficial ownership of companies 

registered in Crown Dependencies. I was disappointed that 

the amendment was opposed by the Government and     

defeated. The UK should be at the forefront of taking      

action on tax avoidance and money laundering. 

I also supported an unsuccessful amendment that would 

have required a review into the link between banking      

culture and the failure to prevent the facilitation of tax     

evasion in the banking sector.  

I welcome that the Bill was amended to target asset seizure 

for those guilty of human rights abuses outside Britain who 

seek to use the UK to conceal their wealth. However, I be-

lieve that there is scope for the enforcement powers in the 

civil recovery provisions to be improved. There are particu-

larly important omissions in the Bill regarding the penalties 

for offences relating to the facilitation of tax avoidance. 

The Bill passed its Third Reading without a vote and has 

gone to the House of Lords for further consideration. De-

spite the gaps in the legislation, I broadly support it and I 

hope that it is actively used to bear down on tax evasion, 

money laundering and corruption. 

Criminal Finance Bill (Report 

Stage and Third Reading) 

On Monday, the House of Commons 

considered the Cultural Property 

(Armed Conflicts) Bill. 

I welcome the Bill, which enables        

implementation of the Hague Conven-

tion for the Protection of Cultural Prop-

erty in the Event of Armed Conflict of 

1954 and the Protocols to that Conven-

tion of 1954 and 1999.  

The convention requires states to take 

preventative measures to safeguard cul-

tural property and to lessen the impact 

of armed conflict on such property. 

I supported an amendment which 

sought assurances that the Bill would 

protect cultural property in a digital 

form against digital attacks.  

I also supported an amendment which 

would have ensured that foreign nation-

als embedded in the UK armed forces 

were bound by the second protocol of 

the convention.  

However, the Government opposed 

both of these amendments and they 

were rejected without a vote. 

The Bill passed Third Reading without a 

vote and now awaits Royal Assent.  

I am pleased to support the Bill and 

hope that it gives the UK an opportunity 

to demonstrate international leadership 

and to create a legacy of which we can 

be proud. 
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Monday:  Debate on Health and Social Care 

Tuesday: Debate on the Government’s 

Productivity Plan 

Wednesday: Bus Services Bill 

Thursday: Debate on a motion relating to   

International Women’s Day 

On Wednesday, the House of Commons debated a mo-

tion to approve the Government’s Police Grant Report 

for 2017/18. 

The report, which give police funding figures for the 

next financial year for England and Wales, confirms that 

forces are going to endure further real-terms cuts in 

funding from central government. 

I deplore the approach the Government has taken to 

police funding. It has broken its promise to     protect 

frontline policing and left police forces across the coun-

try without the money they need to keep citizens safe 

from crime. There are now 21,000 fewer police officers 

than there were in 2010. 

The Government’s cuts seem to take no account of dif-

fering trends in population or incidence of crime, and it 

has persistently failed to introduce a funding formula 

that is linked in any meaningful way to the different 

needs of different areas. Indeed, when the Government 

tried to do so, its funding formula did not add up and 

had to be withdrawn. 

Recent figures show that the most frequent crimes and 

some of the most dangerous crimes are both rising. 

There is also real evidence that neighbourhood policing, 

which not only reassures communities but is crucial for 

crime prevention, is suffering. This problem is only com-

pounded by cuts to other frontline services too. 

Our communities deserve services that are fit for pur-

pose and the underfunding of the police must stop. I 

therefore voted against approving the Government’s 

report on Wednesday. However, it was passed through 

the support of Government MPs. 

Police Grant 

(Government Motion) 

On Wednesday the Government presented its 

final financial settlement for local councils. It stat-

ed that the settlement commits to four-year fund-

ing periods for some councils, funding for adult 

social care and a new funding formula for local 

government. The settlement follows the intro-

duction of the Local Government Finance Bill to 

the House last month, which will devolve 100% of 

business rates to local government, establish a 

legal framework for multi-year settlements and 

abolish the revenue support grant. 

Local government is facing a funding crisis, includ-

ing a £2.6 billion funding gap in social care. How-

ever, this local government finance settlement 

offers councils no new money to tackle the social 

care crisis, and nothing to tackle rising homeless-

ness and the doubling of rough sleeping. The 

Government’s social care precept is completely 

unrelated to need and shifts the burden of solving 

a national crisis on to hard-pressed local councils, 

leaving local residents paying more in council tax. 

It is important that the Government gets business 

rates right, so I welcome its decision to review 

the support for small businesses hit hardest by 

the business rates revaluation.  

I am concerned the Government’s plans will 

deepen the divide between those parts of the 

country that are well-off and those that rank high-

est for deprivation. The Government’s settlement 

represents a further cut in councils’ core spend-

ing power and will mean that the people of Eng-

land are left with worse public services. I voted 

against these reports but they were passed with 

the support of Government MPs. 

Local Government  

Finance  

(Government Motion) 
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