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On Thursday, the Prime Minister made a statement in the House of Commons on the terrorist attack 

that took place in Westminster the previous day. 

The Prime Minister gave an update on the policing response and investigation, and confirmed that the 

terror threat level would remain at “severe” – meaning an attack is highly likely. She emphasised that 

there was no intelligence of any further imminent attacks. 

I pay tribute to PC Keith Palmer, who gave his life in defence of the public and our democracy, and my 

condolences are with his family and friends. My thoughts are also with the loved ones of those killed 

on Westminster Bridge, and those who are still in hospital with critical injuries. 

I commend the bravery of the police and emergency services who work to save lives and protect us 

every single day. While we may run away from danger, they run towards it. 

London Attacks (Government Statement) 

On Monday, the House of Commons considered the Prisons and Courts Bill. The Bill covers a num-

ber of issues including prison reform, courts and tribunal system modernisation, the judiciary and the 

Judicial Appointments Commission, and whiplash claims. 

This Bill comes at a time of dual crises: a dangerous and declining prison estate and thousands of peo-

ple being priced out of access to justice. I am concerned that it does not offer solutions to either 

problem.  It is welcome that the Bill sets out proposals to modernise the way in which our courts 

and tribunals operate – including the introduction of more technology.  

However, this will be of little value if ordinary people cannot get access to justice. Access to justice 

has become more difficult in recent years, highlighted by the impact of legal aid cuts and the introduc-

tion of employment tribunal fees. Indeed, since the introduction of fees, there has been a 70% reduc-

tion in employment tribunal cases. The Bill also does not tackle overcrowding or understaffing in pris-

ons. We need more prison officers with greater resources to reduce prisoner violence and to make 

prisons safe. 

Another key feature of the Bill is the proposed reform of whiplash claims. While it is welcome that 

the Government has decided not to raise the small claims limit for all personal injuries, I am worried 

that lots of genuinely injured people will lose out because of whiplash reforms. 

Overall, I welcome and support many of the Bill’s provisions.  I therefore did not oppose it at Second 

Reading. However, there are areas in which the Bill can be improved and I hope that it will be amend-

ed in Committee to embed the principles of justice and fairness and to ensure that innovations come 

with safeguards and appropriate statutory reviews. 

Prison and Courts Bill (Second Reading) 



On Tuesday, the House of Commons considered 

the Intellectual Property (Unjustified Threats) Bill. 

The Bill outlines what intellectual property (IP) 

rights-holders can do to protect their IP rights and 

amends the law to protect against unjustified 

threats of legal proceedings over IP. 

The UK has one of the finest IP systems in the 

world and IP makes a significant contribution to the 

economy each year. We must do everything in our 

power to ensure that this situation continues. At 

the same time, it is also important to ensure that 

the threat of legal proceedings for IP infringement is 

not misused to stifle new ideas, products and pro-

cesses. 

I believe it is vital that IP rights are protected during 

Brexit negotiations. I would have liked to see in the 

Bill a requirement for the Government to review 

the impact of Brexit on its provisions and to pro-

duce a report which would help UK businesses and 

foreign investors to understand the post-Brexit IP 

world. 

I am also disappointed that the Bill does not include 

more about alternative dispute resolution or pro-

vide greater clarity on how it will deal with the im-

balance between larger and smaller businesses. 

However, overall I believe the provisions of the Bill 

are exactly what is needed to create a level playing 

field and to support and encourage innovation and 

creativity. I support the core principles of the Bill 

and hope that it will achieve its overall aims. 

The Bill passed Third Reading without a vote and 

will now return to the House of Lords for consid-

eration of amendments. 

Intellectual Property 

(Unjustified Threats) Bill 

(Committee Stage and 

Third Reading) On Tuesday, the House of Commons debat-

ed fuel poverty. This was the first annual de-

bate on this issue, as mandated by the 2015 

fuel poverty strategy for England. 

The Energy Minister told the House that the 

Government has taken action to overhaul the 

framework for tackling fuel poverty in England 

and that it is committed to its targets to im-

prove energy efficiency in fuel poor house-

holds.  

However, while the Government’s intentions 

may be good, there is still a large amount of 

work to be done on this issue.  

Over 4 million UK households are living in 

fuel poverty, including 2.38 million in England. 

Of the 43,900 excess winter deaths in 

2014/15, at least 14,000 are attributable to 

cold homes.  

I am concerned that the Government is so far 

off track in its efforts to meet its 2030 fuel 

poverty target that it could miss it by as much 

as 80 years.  

Yet there has been an 88% decrease in the 

number of major insulation measures being 

installed today as compared to ten years ago. 

Furthermore, the new Energy Company Obli-

gation, which provides energy efficiency 

measures to fuel-poor households, will re-

ceive 42% less funding per year than during 

2013 to 2017. 

Fuel Poverty 
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Next Week 

Tuesday:  Neighbourhood Planning Bill 

Thursday: Debate on Animal Welfare 

Thursday: Debate on Affordability of 

sanitary products 


