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Jobcentre Plus  

Closures 
On Tuesday, there was an Urgent Question on the Govern-

ment’s plans for the public funding of education. This followed 

recent concerns over three aspects of this issue: school fund-

ing, public sector pay and university tuition fees. 

On school funding, the Minister for Schools stated that the 

Government is spending record amounts on schools and that it 

will respond to a consultation on the national funding formula 

shortly. However, at the 2017 election the Conservative mani-

festo committed to an additional £4 billion of school funding 

over the course of the next Parliament, funded by scrapping 

universal infant free school meals. Now that the Government 

has abandoned its plans on free school meals, there are serious 

questions about how this pledge can be funded. 

On public sector pay, the Minister said on Tuesday that the 

Government would consider the School Teachers Review 

Body recommendation for teachers’ pay. However, I am con-

cerned that the cap on public sector pay is causing a particular 

issue in schools, where there is a growing crisis in teacher re-

cruitment and retention. I believe the Government should lift 

the 1% pay cap in education and look at reinstating a pay body 

for support staff. 

Education: Public Funding 

On Thursday, the Shadow Work and 

Pensions Minister asked an Urgent 

Question on plans to close Jobcentre 

Plus offices, the impact on local com-

munities and Department for Work 

and Pensions jobs. 

On Wednesday, the Government an-

nounced plans to close 78 smaller 

Jobcentre Plus offices in urban areas 

and to “merge” them with larger 

ones nearby.  

It also proposed co-locating around 

50 Jobcentre Plus offices with local 

authorities or other community ser-

vices, closing 27 back office buildings 

around the country and re-organising 

the corporate centre to make maxi-

mum use of six regional corporate 

hubs. 

However, I believe the impact of the 

closures will undoubtedly be felt 

most by the poorest and most vul-

nerable in our society. The closures 

will force claimants to travel further 

to access the vital services they need, 

thus having an impact on the lives of 

sick and disabled people, carers and 

parents with young children. 

I believe the Government should 

publish the equality analysis on each 

site that is being closed and immedi-

ately pause these closures to allow 

proper scrutiny of its plans. 

On Wednesday, the Shadow Chancellor asked the Govern-

ment to make a statement on the public sector pay cap. The 

Treasury Minister said that the Government’s policy on public 

sector pay had been designed to be fair to both our public sec-

tor workers and those who pay for them. She stated that this 

approach had not changed. It was therefore important for the 

Government to clarify if the cap remained in force and when a 

decision will be made about its future. I support an end to the 

public sector pay cap, because I believe that public sector 

workers deserve a pay rise after years of falling real wages. The 

Chancellor should write formally to the pay review bodies to 

say that they are now free to do what is right by public serv-

ants and give them a fair pay award this year. 

Public Sector Pay Cap 



On Monday, the Secretary of State for Communities 

and Local Government made a statement in the 

House of Commons about the fire at Grenfell Tow-

er and the safety inspections of cladding in other 

buildings.  

On Wednesday, the Housing Minister made a fur-

ther statement in which he announced the launch of 

an independent taskforce to assist Kensington and 

Chelsea council with the longer term challenge of 

recovery. 

The Secretary of State said on Monday that the 

Government’s immediate priority is to help those 

who were affected and to take every precaution to 

avoid another tragedy in buildings with similar clad-

ding.  

The Government has said that 600 tower blocks 

with cladding need safety checks, but nearly three 

weeks on only 181 have been tested so far – and all 

have failed. I am concerned, not only that the testing 

is too slow, but that the tests themselves are too 

narrow. The Government is only testing one com-

ponent of the cladding, not the panels, adhesives, 

insulation or the cladding’s installation method. 

It was also recently announced that Sir Martin 

Moore-Bick, a retired Court of Appeal Judge, has 

been appointed to lead a full public inquiry into the 

fire. After consulting the community in North Ken-

sington, Sir Martin will outline the terms of the pub-

lic inquiry. It is important that the inquiry is inde-

pendent. However, I also believe it is vital that the 

terms of the inquiry allow it to get to the bottom of 

what went wrong and make sure it can never hap-

pen again. 

For the Grenfell Tower survivors, for the victims’ 

families and for the local community in North Ken-

sington, it is vital that those in positions of power 

mean what they say and do as they promise. It is 

important that we act now to help the Grenfell 

Tower survivors and restore public trust for those 

who live in tower blocks across our country. 

Grenfell Tower and Grenfell 

Rehousing 

On Monday, the Secretary of State for North-

ern Ireland made a statement to the House 

about the political situation in Northern Ire-

land. This followed the passing of the 29 June 

deadline to form a new Northern Irish Execu-

tive. 

The Secretary of State said that while differ-

ences remain between the parties in North-

ern Ireland, progress had been made and he 

continued to believe that a deal remains 

achievable.  

He stated that the Government remained 

committed to working with the parties to 

reach an agreement and that if an agreement 

is reached, it would bring forward legislation 

to enable an Executive to be formed.  

However, the Secretary of State also high-

lighted the need for a formal budget for 

Northern Ireland and the possibility that legis-

lation may be required to enable the expendi-

ture of Northern Ireland departments. 

On Tuesday, the Government subsequently 

announced that it would not be possible for 

the parties to reach an agreement in the im-

mediate term. 

I welcome that the Government continues to 

work on an agreement between the parties. If 

this is achieved,  

I will support the putting in place of whatever 

legislation is necessary to enable an Executive 

to form and the Assembly to meet.  

However, it is disappointing – if not surprising 

– that the talks process will effectively be put 

on hold over the summer.  

There will be legitimate frustration among 

many Northern Irish citizens that six months 

after the Executive broke down we remain at 

this impasse. 

Northern Ireland  

Political Situation 
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EU Approvals Bill 

On Tuesday, the House of Commons considered 

the European Union (Approvals) Bill, which ap-

proves four draft decisions of the Council of the 

European Union. 

While the relationship the UK will enjoy with the 

FRA and any transitional arrangements relating to 

the cooperation agreement with Canada following 

Brexit remain unclear, I believe it is important that 

the UK continues to fulfil its duties as a member 

state while it remains a member of the EU. I there-

fore support the Bill, which passed Second Reading 

without a vote. 

On Thursday, the House of Commons considered 

exiting the European Union and global trade. This 

was part of a series of debates designed to give Par-

liament the opportunity to discuss how we leave 

the EU. 

During the debate, the Government stated that 

trade was at the heart of Government policy making 

and that as we leave the EU, the UK will be able to 

shape trade policy according to our own national 

interests.  

However, I am concerned that the Government has 

failed to set out a coherent international trade 

strategy for when we have left the EU. The challeng-

es we face as we leave the EU are not insurmounta-

ble, but they do require clarity and careful planning. 

So far we have not had this. 

The most important of our trading relationships is 

with the EU, which must be the Government’s pri-

ority – no deal with the EU would be the worst 

possible outcome.  

The Government has previously promised to deliver 

the exact same benefits as we have inside the single 

market and customs union and I believe we must 

hold it to that commitment. I also believe that a 

transitional period once we leave the EU is vital in 

order to avoid a cliff-edge for the UK economy. 

Exiting the EU  

General Debate 

On Thursday, the Government was asked to 

make a statement on the Care Quality Com-

mission’s report on the state of adult social 

care services in England. 

I am concerned that the report highlights that 

3,200 care services were rated as “requires 

improvement”, with more than 340 rated as 

“inadequate.”  

This means that some 92,000 vulnerable peo-

ple are receiving poor care and some 10,000 

people are receiving inadequate care.  

I am further concerned that the Care Quality 

Commission (CQC) reports examples of un-

acceptable care “occasionally resulting in ac-

tual harm to people using services”.  

It also makes clear that too many services are 

not improving or “seem incapable of improv-

ing.” 

I fear that budget cuts have caused a crisis in 

care staffing, which is at the heart of the poor 

care that is being reported. More than £5 bil-

lion has been cut from social care budgets 

since 2010, while this week the Government 

suggested that the £2 billion allocated in the 

spring Budget to local councils for social care 

will now be dependent on performance 

against targets for delayed transfer of care.  

This could result in some councils losing fund-

ing that they have already planned to spend  
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