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Free Childcare 

On Monday, the Education Secretary updated the house on 

school funding. The Education Secretary confirmed plans to 

introduce a national funding formula in 2018-19. She stated 

that this would be supported by significant extra investment 

into the core schools budget over the next two years. 

I have long believed the Government should give our schools 

the funding they need, so I welcome this money. However, 

Monday’s announcement raised more questions than answers. 

While I welcome the £1.3 billion announced for schools, I 

would like to know if the Government will protect per pupil 

budgets in real terms or just the overall budget. Furthermore, I 

am astounded that the funding will go ahead without a penny of 

new money from the Treasury. While the Education Secretary 

said that she would seek savings from the free schools         

programme, which I have always believed has been inefficient, 

the Government needs to be clearer about how much money 

will be cut and who will lose out as a result. 

I believe Monday’s announcement was nothing more than a 

sticking plaster, with per pupil funding still set to fall over this 

Parliament unless further action is taken. I welcome the         

opportunity to protect budgets for our schools, but this     

statement alone will do nothing of the kind. 

Schools Funding Update 

On Tuesday, the Education Secretary 

was asked to make a statement on 

the process of applying for free child-

care hours from September 2017. 

From September 2017, working par-

ents will be eligible for an additional 

15 hours of free childcare for three 

and four-year-olds. On Monday, the 

Minister for Education said that the 

application process for this childcare 

was straightforward and took about 

20 minutes.  

However, he also stated that some 

parents would experience a delay if 

their eligibility was not immediately 

clear and that technical issues had left 

the service unavailable on a small 

number of occasions. 

It is important that the Government 

provides clarity on how many parents 

suffered from technical issues with 

the service and what steps it is taking 

to resolve them. It is also important 

that it provides guarantees that the 

system will work properly as the ap-

plication deadline approaches and 

that no applications were rejected 

incorrectly due to system errors. 

I believe there are huge problems 

with the Government’s offer on this 

issue. It is disappointing that as we 

approach what could be a great 

breakthrough for childcare providers, 

parents and children, we are instead 

discussing a flawed policy. 

On Wednesday, the Immigration Minister responded to an   

urgent question about the implementation of section 67 of the 

Immigration Act 2016, also known as the Dubs scheme. 

It has now emerged that the Government may not have        

relocated any children under the Dubs scheme so far this year 

and that as many as 280 places could still be unfilled. 

The Minister was pressed for more information on this on 

Monday, as well as being asked for more detail on the        

Government’s plans for family reunion policy after the UK 

leaves the EU. The Government cannot simply walk away from 

its moral obligations. 

Dubs Scheme 



On Wednesday, there was a statement on     

pensions.  

The Work and Pensions Secretary announced 

that there would be an increase in the state    

pension age from 67 to 68 over two years from 

2037, in line with the key recommendation of 

the Cridland review. T 

his brings forward the increase by seven years 

from its legislated date of 2044-46. 

I am flabbergasted that the Government has   

chosen to implement its plans to speed up the 

state pension age increase to 68 at this time. Just 

this week, it was reported that a century-long 

increase in life expectancy had nearly come to a 

halt.  

Last week, meanwhile, Public Health England 

showed how deep inequalities in healthy life    

expectancy remain, both regionally and between 

different groups in our society, including women, 

disabled people and black and minority ethnic 

groups. 

I am concerned that most pensioners will now 

spend their retirement battling ill health, with 

men expecting to drift into ill health at 63, five 

years earlier than this proposed state pension 

age, and women expecting to see signs of ill 

health at 64.  

I would like to see a different approach. At the 

General Election I stood on a manifesto which 

committed to leaving the state pension age at 66 

while we undertake a review into healthy life   

expectancy, arduous work and the potential of a 

flexible state pension age.  

I want an evidence-based approach to build a 

state pensions system that brings security so that 

everyone can enjoy a healthy retirement. 

 

Pensions 

Government Statement 

On Wednesday, the House of Commons         

debated the Government’s decision to increase 

tuition fees implemented by the Higher            

Education (Basic Amount) (England) Regulations 

2016.  

The Higher Education and Research Act 2017 is 

very clear that the upper limit for fees can rise 

only when each House of Parliament has passed 

a resolution that the higher amount should be 

increased. However, the Government             

introduced the tuition fee increases before the 

General Election and we have seen the higher 

rate on tuition fees rise from £9,000 to £9,250 – 

further increasing the burden on students. 

The Minister for Universities maintained on 

Wednesday that the student loans repayment 

system offers a fair deal to students, is subsidised 

by the taxpayer and is accessible to all eligible 

students, regardless of their personal financial 

circumstances. He noted that the maximum fee 

cap is being maintained in line with inflation in 

2017-18, so it will not be increasing in real terms 

for anyone going to university. 

The Minister said that the regulations had come 

into force on 6 January. However, they did so 

without a debate, let alone a vote. When a      

debate and vote were finally scheduled, they 

were cancelled due to the General Election. 

By scrapping maintenance grants for loans,   

freezing the student loan threshold and removing 

NHS bursaries, I am concerned that the        

Government’s higher education agenda is hitting 

poorer students harder than ever. The average 

student now graduates from university with 

debts of £44,000. Some students from             

low-income families graduate with the highest 

debt levels, in excess of £57,000. Increasing     

tuition fees further will leave more and more 

young people with debts they will never repay. I 

believe it is simply the wrong thing to do. 

Tuition Fees 

Emegency Debate 
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On Thursday, the Secretary of State for Digital,    

Culture, Media and Sport updated the House of 

Commons on the proposed merger between 21st 

Century Fox and Sky. 

I believe this merger threatens media plurality and 

would concentrate an even greater amount of     

media power in the hands of the Murdoch family. 

The Secretary of State said that she is still minded 

to refer the bid to a phase two investigation by the 

Competition and Markets Authority, but that she 

will make a final decision on this in the coming 

weeks. It is right that this matter is considered very 

carefully.  

In fact, there is no need for a decision to be         

announced during the summer recess. I believe     

Parliament must have the opportunity, when it     

returns in September, to scrutinise any decision that 

is made.  

I believe it is vital that the Secretary of State refer 

the bid to a phase two investigation on grounds of 

media plurality, as she said she is minded to do. 

However, I believe there must also be an             

investigation on broadcasting standards grounds. 

The Murdochs have a history of regulatory          

non-compliance and of corporate governance       

failure, demonstrated by the phone-hacking scandal 

and serious problems at Fox News in America. This 

calls their commitment to broadcasting standards 

into serious question. 

The aims of Leveson Part Two - the inquiry          

established in the wake of the phone-hacking      

scandal - included looking into “the extent of        

unlawful or improper conduct within News          

International” and “the extent of corporate         

governance and management failures”. I believe the 

Government must also go ahead with Part Two of 

the Leveson inquiry so that we can fully assess 

whether James and Rupert Murdoch should be     

allowed to obtain 100% control of Sky.  

Fox/Sky Merger 

Government Statement 

On Thursday, the Government was asked to 

make a statement on contaminated blood. 

It is more than 45 years since the first people 

were infected with HIV, hepatitis C and other 

viruses from NHS-supplied blood products. 

Their lives, and those of their families, were 

changed forever by this tragedy. The latest 

estimates suggest that the scandal has taken 

the lives of at least 2,400 people. 

The Health Minister said on Thursday that 

the Government is committed to establishing 

a fully independent inquiry into victims of 

contaminated blood. She reaffirmed that,    

before the inquiry is established, there is a 

need to define its scope and format. 

However, I am concerned that the           

Government has reneged on its promises to 

consult, engage and listen to the affected 

community. Understandably, those affected 

have deeply held suspicions when it comes to 

the Department of Health and many have 

asked for the inquiry into contaminated blood 

to be facilitated through another Department, 

such as the Ministry of Justice. 

I believe it is important that the inquiry is held 

sooner rather than later, but not at the risk 

of jeopardising justice. The Government must 

ensure that consultation is central to the 

whole process. Otherwise, it risks failing this 

community, which must have the justice it so 

rightly deserves. 

Contaminated Blood 

Urgent Question 


